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Mr. Speaker, we need to continue to 

reduce, not increase, wasteful spending 
on efficient government programs and 
bureaucracy. 

Let us build upon our past successes 
and pass the budget that our children 
can be proud of and can afford when 
they grow up.

f 

ELIAN GONZALEZ 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his 
remarks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, it was with 
shock, disgust and outrage that I 
watched on TV over Easter weekend 
flack-jacketed government agents, act-
ing like military commandoes armed 
with high-powered rifles breaking down 
doors, assaulting reporters, ransacking 
a private home and seizing an innocent 
child in the dark of night, while nego-
tiations were ongoing, with something 
they called a search warrant. But the 
warrant they had was not based on a 
proper court order. It was based on an 
after-hours ex parte application that 
claimed Elian was being ‘‘concealed’’ 
and ‘‘unlawfully restrained.’’ 

The Justice Department should have 
waited until a judge had a chance to 
hold a hearing to determine if anyone 
was in contempt of court. Only then 
would a court order have been appro-
priate. Why did they not follow that 
procedure? Because an earlier applica-
tion by the Justice Department for 
such a court order had already been 
turned down. 

So what did they do? They just broke 
into the home of an American citizen 
and seized him. For the executive 
branch to ignore a court ruling is a 
very dangerous precedent. So much for 
the rule of law. We have a constitu-
tional system of checks and balances. 
Checks on the executive branch will 
only work if they are made to obey the 
courts. It was a bad day for America 
and a new low for this administration. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL ABDUCTION 

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to tell the story of Joseph Howard, 
whose child was abducted across inter-
national borders. His child is just one 
of 10,000 American children who have 
been abducted to foreign countries. 

In 1994, Joseph Howard’s wife took 
his child when he was at work and fled 
to Germany. Joseph notified the police 
and the FBI. Two months after the ab-
duction, the German lower court issued 
an ex parte order granting temporary 
custody to the mother and informed 
Joseph 1 month later. The German 
lower court later confirmed custody to 
the mother and stated that ‘‘the father 
lives in the United States of America 

and is therefore no longer in a position 
to exercise his custody rights.’’ 

Joseph was not given access rights, 
but received a demand for child sup-
port. He appealed to German higher 
court, but the appeal was rejected. In 
April of 1998, Joseph was granted ac-
cess rights to be exercised only in the 
office of the German Youth Authority 
and only after he surrendered his pass-
port. Joseph has not seen his child 
since 1994. 

Mr. Speaker, this kind of treatment 
of American parents and their children 
must stop. Signatories to the Hague 
Convention should uphold their agree-
ment, and this House should urge them 
to do so.

f 

H.R. 4055, IDEA FULL FUNDING ACT 
OF 2000 

(Mr. GARY MILLER of California 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to ask my colleagues to 
fulfill Congress’ promise to fund spe-
cial education at the 40 percent level 
that was promised in 1975. 

For the past 25 years, Congress has 
consistently ignored its responsibility 
to special education students. The re-
sult has impacted all students in public 
schools throughout our Nation. 

In Orange County, California, the 
special education funding shortfall now 
exceeds $70 million annually. Each 
year, local school boards face the inevi-
table question: What programs will be 
cut to meet our responsibility to edu-
cate students with special needs? The 
paradox is unfair. We have required 
these school districts to provide high 
quality services to a population with 
significant needs with only a fraction 
of the funds we promised. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the school 
districts which have struggled to bal-
ance the needs of all their students, I 
implore my colleagues to support H.R. 
4055. This bill sets out a plan that will 
allow Congress to meet the 40 percent 
funding promise it made to all by 2010. 
If we fail to fulfill this commitment, 
we will continue to fail not only chil-
dren with special needs, but all stu-
dents in public schools. 

f 

TRIGGER LOCKS ARE NOT THE 
ANSWER 

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, on 
March 23 in my district a 12-year-old 
boy took a loaded gun to school. Thank 
God, no one was hurt. But guess what, 
Mr. Speaker. The gun had a trigger 
lock. The boy simply searched for and 
found the key and, bingo, the gun was 
at school. 

So I checked out this trigger lock 
business and uncovered a General Ac-

counting Office report that says trigger 
locks are only effective for children 
under 6 years of age. 

Six-year-old criminals? Beam me up, 
Mr. Speaker. 

I assure my colleagues, no 6-year-old 
will mug them at 3 o’clock in the 
morning. It is not about trigger locks. 
It is about enforcing the gun laws we 
already have. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back what is left 
of our decimated second amendment 
rights.

f 

TAX FREEDOM DAY COMES WAY 
TOO LATE FOR WORKING AMER-
ICAN FAMILIES 
(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, today is 
Tax Freedom Day. Today is the day 
that working Americans for the first 
time this year can stop working for the 
government and begin working for 
themselves and for their own families. 
May 3, 5 months into the year, 124 days 
working for the government. Incred-
ible. 

Mr. Speaker, we have an obligation 
to those working American families to 
trim the size of big government and 
trim the size of their tax bills. Rather 
than picking up the tab for a host of 
government programs that simply 
refuse to die because the President and 
the Congress refuse to kill them, tax-
payers should be able to spend their 
hard-earned money on their own needs. 
Rather than supporting billion-dollar 
corporate welfare programs, taxpayers 
should be allowed to provide for the 
welfare of their own families. 

Mr. Speaker, we can help. We can 
move Tax Freedom Day to an earlier 
slot on the calendar by cutting big gov-
ernment down to size and providing 
American people with the healthy tax 
cut that they richly deserve. And next 
year, we can celebrate Tax Freedom 
Day a little earlier. 

f 

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION 
(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, this morn-
ing I am talking about trailers. Tem-
porary school buildings. I have visited 
over 80 schools in my district and ev-
erywhere I go, parents, teachers, and 
students all talk to me about the prob-
lem of overcrowding and the expense of 
construction. 

Just last week, Secretary of Edu-
cation Riley and I visited Crossroads 
School in a school district where the 
total student population has doubled in 
the past 11 years from 3,500 students to 
7,000 now. 

Mr. Speaker, study after study shows 
that smaller class sizes produce better 
students. With the median school con-
struction cost for an elementary school 
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in New Jersey at $13 million, and the 
price of a new high school at more than 
$22 million on average, these are ex-
penses that our beleaguered taxpayers 
cannot afford. They cannot continue to 
have staggering tax increases year 
after year. 

So, Mr. Speaker, they are putting up 
temporary trailers. Temporary build-
ings may be a temporary solution, but 
they are not cheap. They cost nearly 
$40,000 to install, $6,000 a year to lease, 
and there is a maintenance cost. 

There is also a cost to the students. 
Trailers may provide more space, but 
do not provide the optimal learning en-
vironment for a quality education. Be-
cause of their long, rectangular shape, 
students have trouble seeing the black-
board, and many do not have Internet 
connections. 

Congress must act to pass legislation 
that will provide much-needed finan-
cial assistance to fast growing school 
districts.

f 

b 1015 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

(Mr. SMITH of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to just make a couple com-
ments on Social Security. Mr. Speaker, 
I see a lot of young people joining us 
today. They are the generation at risk 
on Social Security. The actuaries of 
the Social Security Administration re-
port that, if we do nothing with Social 
Security, we are either going to see 
taxes increase by 54 percent or benefits 
cut by 33 percent. 

The chart I have here is a pie chart of 
the Federal Government spending this 
year. The bottom green piece of that 
pie represents Social Security benefits 
and equals 20 percent of total Federal 
spending. The cost of senior programs 
continues to grow. The problem is ex-
acerbated by the fact that people are 
living longer and therefore are drawing 
on Social Security longer. At the same 
time our birth rate is going down. The 
result is fewer workers paying payroll 
tax to finance higher benefit costs. 

That leads us to a predicament where 
we are going in the red on Social Secu-
rity. This year, with the Presidential 
race, it is an appropriate time to dis-
cuss Social Security, to get into the 
details of how we are really going to 
solve this problem and how we are real-
ly going to save this very important 
program.

f 

BRAIN TUMOR AWARENESS WEEK 

(Mr. ROTHMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his 
remarks.) 

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, this is 
Brain Tumor Awareness Week. Each 

year, over 100,000 people in the United 
States alone will be diagnosed with a 
brain tumor. Unfortunately, the gen-
eral public is not that familiar with 
this disease. Brain tumors are the sec-
ond leading cause of cancer death for 
children under 19, the third leading 
cause of cancer death for young adults 
ages 20 to 39. 

Brain tumors attack the essence of 
what it means to be an individual. 
They ravage the control center for 
thought, emotion, and movement. The 
developing minds of children are espe-
cially susceptible. 

There are over 100 different types of 
brain cancers, making effective treat-
ments very complicated and expensive. 
There is no proven cure for most malig-
nant brain tumors. Congress needs to 
appropriate increased funding for the 
National Cancer Institute and provide 
a strong investment in brain tumor re-
search. We need to give patients as 
many options as possible to ensure 
quality cancer care and improve long-
term survival. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
educate themselves about brain tu-
mors, and as we head into the heart of 
the appropriation season, to support 
increased funding for the National Can-
cer Institute. 

f 

BUDGET SURPLUS SHOULD BE 
USED FOR DECREASING DEBT, 
PROTECTING SOCIAL SECURITY 
AND DECREASING TAXES 

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, how 
did the Army lose a $1 million rocket 
launcher? How did the Air Force lose 15 
jets? How did the Department of Inte-
rior build a $300,000 outhouse? Why is it 
that Ben and Jerry’s Ice Cream gets an 
$800,000 taxpayer supplement? Why is it 
that, if one eats cheese pizza, the FDA 
inspects it; but if one has the cheese 
and pepperoni, the USDA inspects it? It 
is easy. It is called OPM, ‘‘other peo-
ple’s money.’’ 

In Washington, the departments, the 
bureaucracies are all operating on 
other people’s money, taxpayers’ 
money, hard-working men and women 
who put in 40, 50, 60 hours a week pay-
ing their tax dollars to Washington 
only to have it squandered by 
unelected faceless bureaucrats who 
know the beauty of OPM. They do not 
have to be accountable because it is 
not their money. 

Mr. Speaker, the Republican party 
knows whose money it is. It is the 
hard-working American taxpayers. 
That is why we believe budget sur-
pluses should be used to pay down the 
debt, protect Social Security, and give 
a tax decrease to the working Ameri-
cans; and that is what we are working 
for.

GRANTING PERMANENT NORMAL 
TRADE RELATIONS TO CHINA 

(Mr. ARMEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his 
remarks.) 

Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, in 31⁄2 
weeks, we will take what will be, I be-
lieve, the most important vote in this 
Congress, the vote to extend perma-
nent normal trade relations to China. 

Mr. Speaker, this vote is important. 
It is not only important to our own do-
mestic industries, our driving high-
tech industry or to America’s workers 
in other industry or to America’s farm-
ers, but it is very, very important, per-
haps even more important, to the sense 
of freedom and dignity to the Chinese 
people. 

Mr. Speaker, this vote is not about 
allowing Chinese product access to 
American markets, it is about allowing 
American product access to Chinese 
markets. It is about having the Chinese 
Government accept the discipline of 
conforming to a worldwide trade re-
gime of rules and proper conduct and 
behavior. That can be infectious, Mr. 
Speaker. If they can accept those dis-
ciplines with respect to commerce, 
they are most likely going to accept 
them with respect to other aspects of 
their life. 

It is about allowing the Chinese peo-
ple, the normal every day working Chi-
nese man or woman, the opportunity to 
enjoy the information, the freedom, 
the cultural experience, the sharing of 
America’s freedom and, by doing so, 
getting a case to freedom in their own 
life. 

History has proven, Mr. Speaker, 
that once people acquire the experience 
of freedom through commerce, they 
then require freedom in a greater share 
of their life. 

If we want to see the Chinese people 
free from an oppressive government, if 
we want to see a Chinese Government 
reform, put freedom in the hands of the 
Chinese people. They, Mr. Speaker, will 
reform the Chinese Government, im-
prove their human rights; and while 
doing that, we will be able to maintain, 
not only an American economic boom, 
but a world economic boom to the 
greater good of all the world’s people.

f 

TEXAS 49TH IN BOSNIA 

(Mr. GREEN of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
during this last Easter weekend, sev-
eral Members of the Texas delegation, 
led by our U.S. Senator KAY BAILEY 
HUTCHINSON, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. FROST), the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. SAM JOHNSON), the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. EDWARDS), the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BRADY), the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. REYES), the 
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