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readiness when it finally did enter the
war.

For example, Higgins bought the en-
tire 1940 Philippine mahogany crop, an-
ticipating a need for a stockpile of
wood to build Ilanding craft when
American entered the war.

Besides his foresight and ingenuity,
Higgins instituted a progressive social
policy at Higgins Industries, where he
employed a fully integrated assembly
workforce of black and white men and
women. His policy was equal pay for
equal work decades before integration
and racial and gender equality became
the law of our land.

Mr. Speaker, after review of Mr. Hig-
gins’ contributions and the output of
Higgins Industries during the early
years of World War II, it is easy to un-
derstand Eisenhower’s admiration and
praise. On Thanksgiving, 1944, then
General Eisenhower reported home,
“Let us thank God for Higgins Indus-
tries’ management and labor which has
given us the landing boats with which
to conduct our campaign.”

Then again in 1964, President Eisen-
hower said of Andrew Higgins: ‘‘He is
the man who won the war for us. If Hig-
gins had not produced and developed
those landing craft, we never could
have gone in over an open beach. We
would have had to change the entire
strategy of the war.”

Mr. Speaker, the time has come for
our Nation and this Congress to recog-
nize Andrew Jackson Higgins and his
employees for their unparalleled con-
tributions to our country, to victory in
World War II, and to world peace.

Indeed, this tribute is just in time for
June 6, 2000, the 55th anniversary of the
Allied landing at Normandy, when the
National D-Day Museum will be dedi-
cated and opened in New Orleans.

There are not adequate words to de-
scribe the vision and patriotism of An-
drew Jackson Higgins and his employ-
ees. He understood what is needed to
win World War II long before America
was a participant, and he went beyond
the call of duty to be prepared to serve
his country. Then, his employees un-
dertook the Herculean task of building
the boats that won the war.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of our col-
leagues to join me and award a Con-
gressional Gold Medal to the late An-
drew Jackson Higgins and a second
Congressional Gold Medal to the em-
ployees of Higgins Industries. These
forgotten heroes of World War II pro-
vided a decisive and essential contribu-
tion to the United States and the Al-
lied victory in World War II, blacks and
whites, men and women, working side
by side, equal pay for equal work,
building the boats that won the war.

Mr. Speaker, these silent heroes
must be honored and should always be
remembered and the award of a Con-
gressional Gold Medal to them is high-
ly in order at this time.
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CONGRATULATING THE CHICAGO
DAILY DEFENDER ON ITS 95TH
ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to extend congratulations to the
Chicago Daily Defender newspaper on
the celebration of its 95th year. The
Chicago Defender was founded as a
weekly newspaper on May 5, 1905 by
Robert Sengstacke Abbott. His goal
was to use the power of the press to ad-
dress concerns of blacks worldwide,
with special emphasis on the United
States.

During Mr. Abbott’s lifetime, the
Chicago Defender amassed impressive
achievements. Some examples are the
Great Migration, the mass exodus of
blacks from the South to the so-called
promised land of the North; the first
black publication to reach a circula-
tion of 100,000; initiation of the Bud
Billiken Parade, and much more.

Mr. Abbott formulated the following
nine-point platform for his paper in
1905:

Racial prejudice worldwide must be
destroyed;

Racially unrestricted membership in
all unions;

Equal Employment Opportunities on
all jobs, public and private;

True representation in all United
States police forces;

Complete cessation of all school seg-
regation;

Establishment of open occupancy in
all American housing;

Federal intervention to protect civil
rights in all instances where civil
rights compliance at the State level
breaks down;

Representation
Cabinet;

Federal legislation to abolish lynch-
ing.

in the President’s
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Mr. Abbott passed in 1940. Upon his
death, John Sengstacke, his nephew,
took over operations of the newspaper.
Despite the change, the achievements
continued.

Under Mr. Sengstacke’s leadership,
the National Newspaper Publisher’s As-
sociation, an organization of black
newspaper publishers, was formed. This
occurred despite skepticism about
uniting the Black publishers into one
organization.

Another accomplishment, despite be-
lief that it would not work, was the
conversion of the Chicago Defender
from a weekly to a daily newspaper in
1956. Mr. Sengstacke was also instru-
mental in integrating the armed forces
through several presidential adminis-
trations, integrating major league
baseball, construction of the new
Provident Hospital, and continuation
of the Bud Billiken parade. Today the
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parade is sponsored by the Chicago De-
fender Charities and is second in size
only to the Tournament of Roses Pa-
rade.

In 1997, John Sengstacke passed,
leaving behind Sengstacke Enterprises,
which includes the Chicago Defender,
the Michigan Chronicle in Detroit, the
Pittsburgh Courier, and the Tri-State
Defender in Memphis.

Today the Chicago Defender remains
a significant force in journalism. Its
importance is noted by the fact that
only two points of the original nine-
point platform have been removed.
They are representation in the Presi-
dent’s cabinet and Federal legislation
to abolish lynching. The presence of
the remaining seven points and their
existence since 1905 is the principal
guiding force of this publication as it
moves forward.

This paper, Madam Speaker, was an
inspiration to many, even to myself as
I was a young boy growing up in rural
Arkansas, where we used to wait for
the pullman porters to bring copies of
the Defender to our town. As a result of
reading the Defender, it gave us con-
tact with the outside world.

The Defender has been most fortu-
nate to have outstanding journalists
like Lou Palmer, Vernon Jarrett, Faith
Christmas, Jennifer Strasburg, and
countless others.

So as they celebrate their 95th year
anniversary, I simply want to say to
the Defender and all of its staff per-
sons, continue the great legacy, con-
tinue the great work. They have been
an inspiration, and they continue to be
a bright star that shines.

———

CHICAGO DAILY DEFENDER
COMMEMORATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
MORELLA). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. RUSH) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, this
evening I rise to pay special tribute to
a publication of historic proportions in
the city of Chicago.

Five years into the last century, the
Chicago Defender created for itself a
permanent place in the history of
American journalism by becoming Chi-
cago’s most influential African Amer-
ican newspaper. Without fail, since
1905, the Daily Defender has provided
news and information regarding Afri-
can Americans and the Black Diaspora.
In doing so, this newspaper fills an im-
portant void in Chicago’s media be-
cause it tells the stories that much too
often are not covered by other main-
stream publications.

In the Defender’s early years, its
founder, Robert Sengstacke Abbott, re-
alized several impressive achieve-
ments, including orchestrating the
“Great Migration” campaign. This
campaign brought about the mass exo-
dus of African Americans from the rac-
ist South to the ‘‘promised land’ of the
north.
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