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read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 2412) was read a third
time and passed.

———

NATIONAL CORRECTIONAL
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES WEEK

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 248, and the
Senate then proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 248) to designate the
week of May 7, 2000, as ‘‘National Correc-
tional Officers and Employees Week.”’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, and any statements be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 248

Whereas the operation of correctional fa-
cilities represents a crucial component of
our criminal justice system;

Whereas correctional personnel play a
vital role in protecting the rights of the pub-
lic to be safeguarded from criminal activity;

Whereas correctional personnel are respon-
sible for the care, custody, and dignity of the
human beings charged to their care; and

Whereas correctional personnel work under
demanding circumstances and face danger in
their daily work lives: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates the
week of May 7, 2000, as ‘‘National Correc-
tional Officers and Employees Week’. The
President is authorized and requested to
issue a proclamation calling upon the people
of the United States to observe such week
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

——————

HONORING MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES AND FEDERAL
CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Con. Res. 103, and
that the Senate then proceed to its im-
mediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

248) was
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A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 103)
honoring the members of the Armed Forces
and Federal civilian employees who served
the Nation during the Vietnam era and the
families of those individuals who lost their
lives or remain unaccounted for or were in-
jured during that era in Southeast Asia or
elsewhere in the world in defense of United
States security interests.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and that any state-
ments in relation to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 103) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. CoN. REs. 103

Whereas the United States Armed Forces
conducted military operations in Southeast
Asia during the period (known as the ‘““‘Viet-
nam era’’) from February 28, 1961, to May 7,
1975;

Whereas during the Vietnam era more than
3,403,000 American military personnel served
in the Republic of Vietnam and elsewhere in
Southeast Asia in support of United States
military operations in Vietnam, while mil-
lions more provided for the Nation’s defense
in other parts of the world;

Whereas during the Vietnam era untold
numbers of civilian personnel of the United
States Government also served in support of
United States operations in Southeast Asia
and elsewhere in the world;

Whereas May 7, 2000, marks the 25th anni-
versary of the closing of the period known as
the Vietnam era; and

Whereas that date would be an appropriate
occasion to recognize and express apprecia-
tion for the individuals who served the Na-
tion in Southeast Asia and elsewhere in the
world during the Vietnam era: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) honors the service and sacrifice of the
members of the Armed Forces and Federal
civilian employees who during the Vietnam
era served the Nation in the Republic of
Vietnam and elsewhere in Southeast Asia or
otherwise served in support of United States
operations in Vietnam and in support of
United States national security interests
throughout the world;

(2) recognizes and honors the sacrifice of
the families of those individuals referred to
in paragraph (1) who lost their lives or re-
main unaccounted for or were injured during
that era, in Southeast Asia or elsewhere in
the world, in defense of United States na-
tional security interests; and

(3) encourages the American people,
through appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties, to recognize the service and sacrifice of
those individuals.

——————

NATIONAL CHARTER SCHOOLS
WEEK

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
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now proceed to the immediate consid-
eration of S. Con. Res. 108 submitted
earlier by Senators LIEBERMAN and
GREGG.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 108)
designating the week beginning on April 30,
2000, and ending on May 6, 2000, as ‘‘National
Charter Schools Week.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to; that the preamble be
agreed to; that the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table; and that
any statements relating to the resolu-
tion be printed at the appropriate place
in the RECORD.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 108) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. CoN. RES. 108

Whereas charter schools are public schools
authorized by a designated public body and
operating on the principles of account-
ability, parent flexibility, choice, and auton-
omy;

Whereas in exchange for the flexibility and
autonomy given to charter schools, they are
held accountable by their sponsors for im-
proving student achievement and for their fi-
nancial and other operations;

Whereas 36 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
have passed laws authorizing charter
schools;

Whereas 35 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
will have received more than $350,000,000 in
grants from the Federal Government by the
end of the current fiscal year for planning,
startup, and implementation of charter
schools since their authorization in 1994
under title X, part C of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
8061 et seq.);

Whereas 32 States, the District of Colum-
bia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
are serving approximately 350,000 students in
more than 1,700 charter schools during the
1999 to 2000 school year;

Whereas charter schools can be vehicles
both for improving student achievement for
students who attend them and for stimu-
lating change and improvement in all public
schools and benefiting all public school stu-
dents;

Whereas charter schools in many States
serve significant numbers of students with
lower income, students of color, and students
with disabilities;

Whereas the Charter Schools Expansion
Act of 1998 (Public Law 105-278) amended the
Federal grant program for charter schools
authorized by title X, part C of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 8061 et seq.) to strengthen account-
ability provisions at the Federal, State, and
local levels to ensure that charter public
schools are of high quality and are truly ac-
countable to the public;

Whereas 7 of 10 charter schools report hav-
ing a waiting list;
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