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SUPPORTING A NATIONAL
CHARTER SCHOOLS WEEK

SPEECH OF

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H. Con. Res. 310, supporting a National
Charter Schools Week. | commend my distin-
guished colleague from Indiana, Mr. ROEMER,
for highlighting the charter school movement
and urging the Congress and the Administra-
tion to demonstrate support for our nation’s
charter schools.

Mr. Speaker, from 1989 to 1999, the num-
ber of students enrolled in public schools in-
creased by 6.7 million, and the U.S. Census
projects that our nation’s school-age popu-
lation will continue to grow throughout the cen-
tury. In fact, many states have seen double-
digit increases in school-age population. As
this population continues to grow, our commit-
ment to finding new and innovative ways to
meet the changing needs of educating our
youth needs to grow as well.

Charter schools offer our communities the
ability to enroll their children in schools that
enjoy autonomy over its operation and free-
dom from regulations that other public schools
must follow, but also are held accountable for
improving student achievement. Nearly two-
thirds of newly created charter schools seek to
realize an alternative vision of schooling, and
one-fourth were founded primarily to serve a
special target population. Many charter
schools also serve a large number of lower in-
come students, minority populations and stu-
dents with disabilities.

Not only does this resolution acknowledge
the charter school movement’'s progress and
future promise, but it also encourages the
President to issue a proclamation to dem-
onstrate support for charter schools and es-
tablishes a National Charter Schools Week.
Our nation’s 1700 charter schools and the
350,000 students who attend them deserve
our support and recognition. | want to thank
Mr. ROEMER for his continued leadership on
this important education issue and your dedi-
cation to providing flexibility to our nation’s
schools.

HONORING EUGENE BRUNS
HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today on behalf of the wonderful men and
women of the Michigan State Police. Day after
day, these brave people work to maintain safe
streets for our children to live and play. On
April 10, the Michigan State Police will recog-
nize one of their own, as they gather to cele-
brate the retirement of Sergeant Eugene Her-
bert Bruns from State Police Lapeer Post #38.

Eugene Bruns was born in 1940 in
Frankenmuth, Michigan, and graduated from
Frankenmuth High in 1958. On March 9, 1964,
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Eugene enlisted in the Michigan State Police.
He completed his requirements within 8 weeks
and began his career at Warren Post #24. He
was reassigned to East Lansing Post #11 in
1966, where he served as 1st District Re-
cruiter. In March of 1972, Eugene was pro-
moted to Detective Sergeant of Lapeer Post
#38, serving the entire Thumb area of the
state. He remained at the Post, accepting an
assignment as Desk Sergeant in 1981, and
has served there ever since.

During his 35-year tenure with the State Po-
lice, Eugene was the well-deserving recipient
of numerous honors and citations, and his ac-
tions have benefited law enforcement officials
from all over the country. In 1968, he was
awarded for Meritorious Service for his work
on a check fraud complaint that resulted in
several arrests in Texas. A 1974 narcotics
case recovered thousands of dollars of prop-
erty, firearms, and drugs. And in 1978, a sim-
ple discovery of a stolen snowmobile led to
the uncovering of a three state criminal ring.
For his diligent work over the course of sev-
eral decades, Lapper Post #38 recognized Eu-
gene in 1994 as Trooper of the Year.

In addition to being a member of the Michi-
gan State Police Troopers Association, Eu-
gene has become a vital part of the Lapeer
community, as shown by his work with the
Lions Club and Kiwanis Club of Lapeer. He
has also expressed his dedication to his fellow
Troopers by serving three two-year terms on
the State Police Hardship Fund Committee.

Mr. Speaker, as a Member of Congress, |
consider it my duty and my privilege to protect
and defend human dignity and the quality of
life for our citizens. | am extremely grateful to
have a person like Eugene Bruns who shares
these beliefs, and has made it his life’s work
to see this task achieved. | ask my colleagues
in the 106th Congress to please join me in
congratulating Eugene, and wishing him the
very best in his retirement.

—

TEXAS HOME SCHOOL
APPRECIATION WEEK

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, as this is Texas
Home School Appreciation week, | am
pleased to take this opportunity to salute those
Texas parents who have chosen to educate
their children at home. While serving in Con-
gress, | have had the opportunity to get to
know many of the home schooling parents in
my district. | am very impressed by the job
these parents are doing in providing their chil-
dren with a quality education. | have also
found that home schooling parents are among
the most committed activists in the cause of
advancing individual liberty, constitutional gov-
ernment, and traditional values. | am sure my
colleagues on the Education Committee would
agree that the support of home schoolers was
crucial in defeating the scheme to implement
a national student test.

Home schooling is becoming a popular op-
tion for parents across the country. In Texas
alone, there are approximately seventy five
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thousand home schooling families educating
an average of three children per household.
Home schooling is producing some out-
standing results. For example, according to a
1997 study the average home schooled stu-
dent scores near the ninetieth percentile on
standardized academic achievement tests in
reading, mathematics, social studies, and
science! Further proof of the success of home
schooling is the fact that in recent years, self-
identified home schoolers have scored well
above the national average on both the Scho-
lastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and the American
College Test (ACT). These high scores are
achieved by home schooling children, regard-
less of race, income-level, or gender.

Contrary to media-generated stereotypes
portraying home schooled children as isolated
from their peers, home schooled children par-
ticipate in a wide variety of social, athletic, and
extra-curricular activities. Home schooling par-
ents have formed numerous organizations de-
signed to provide their children ample oppor-
tunity to interact with other children. In fact, re-
cent data indicates that almost 50% of home
schooled children engage in extra-curricular
activities such as group sports and music
classes, while a third of home schooled chil-
dren perform volunteer work in their commu-
nities.

Mr. Speaker, to be a home schooling parent
takes a unique dedication to family and edu-
cation. In many cases, home school families
must forgo the second income of one parent,
as well as incurring the costs of paying for
textbooks, computers, and other school sup-
plies. Home schooling parents must pay these
expenses while, like all American families,
struggling to pay state, local, and federal
taxes.

In order to help home schoolers, and all
parents, devote more of their resources to
their children’s education, | have introduced
the Family Education Freedom Act (H.R. 935).
This bill provides all parents a $3,000 per child
tax credit for K—12 education expenses. This
bill would help home school parents to provide
their children a first-class education in a loving
home environment.

The Family Education Freedom Act will also
benefit those parents who choose to send
their children to public or private schools. Par-
ents who choose to send their children to pri-
vate school may use their tax credit to help
cover the cost of tuition. Parents who choose
to send their children to public schools may
use their tax credit to help finance the pur-
chase of educational tools such as computers
or extracurricular activities like music pro-
grams. Parents may also use the credit to pay
for tutoring and other special services for their
children.

Mr. Speaker, the best way to improve edu-
cation is to return control over education re-
sources to the people who best know their
children’s unique needs: those children’s par-
ents. Congress should empower all parents,
whether they choose to home school or send
their child to a public or private school, with
the means to control their child’s education.
That is why | believe the most important edu-
cation bill introduced in this Congress is the
Family Education Freedom Act.

In conclusion, | wish to once again com-
mend the accomplishments of those parents
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who have chosen to educate their children at
home. | also urge my colleagues to help home
schoolers, and all parents, ensure their chil-
dren get a quality education by cosponsoring
the Family Education Freedom Act.

——————

IN TRIBUTE TO ROBBI AND
RICKEY GELB

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Robbi and Rickey Gelb, who were
recently honored by Haven Hills Inc. for their
service on behalf of domestic violence victims.

A National Crime Victimization Survey indi-
cated that in 1996 there were about 1 million
rapes, sexual assaults, robberies, aggravated
assaults and simple assaults committed by
someone in an intimate relationship with the
victim. Eight of 10 of the victims were women.

Despite that frightening statistic, a 1998 re-
port by the U.S. Department of Justice indi-
cates that the rate of domestic violence in
many categories has been declining over the
past decade. | believe the downward trend is
directly attributable to the outreach efforts by
such organizations as Haven Hills and sup-
porters such as Robbi and Rickey Gelb, in
conjunction with stronger laws to deal with the
problem and greater community awareness.

Haven Hills has helped more than 80,000
women and their children confront domestic vi-
olence during the past 22 years. When its
phenomenal success required new facilities,
the Gelbs stepped forward. The new building
the Gelbs helped acquire will house adminis-
trative offices and support and services to
many more victims of domestic violence.

Robbi and Rickey Gelb are successful busi-
ness people in the California’s San Fernando
Valley and have a long record of community
involvement. They have donated community
facilities; generously support the Mid-Valley
Jeopardy Foundation, which provides services
and facilities for at-risk youth; and have pro-
vided wheelchairs to needy students in the
Los Angeles Unified School District.

Rickey Gelb serves on numerous commit-
tees and organizations dedicated to making
the community better, including a committee to
build a memorial and monument to honor po-
lice officers and firefighters. In addition, Rickey
Gelb is a Commissioner for the City of Los
Angeles, and a member of the Encino Cham-
ber of Commerce, the L.A. Department of
Transportation Mobile Action Committee and
the Mayor’s Job Recovery Corporation.

The Gelbs have been married for 34 years
and have two grown children, Geoffrey and
Lisa.

Mr. Speaker, | know my colleagues will join
me in congratulating Robbi and Rickey Gelb
for a lifetime of dedication to their community
and for their deserved recognition from Haven
Hills Inc.
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IN HONOR OF THE 88TH BIRTHDAY
OF PERRY COMO

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, today | cele-
brate the 88th birthday of Perry Como, a great
entertainer and Grammy Award winner.

Perry Como was born the seventh son in a
family of thirteen children on May 18, 1912 in
Canonsburg, Pennsylvania. He began working
at the age of ten in a barbershop, sweeping
and sharpening. By age fourteen, he had his
own shop with two barbers working for him.

In 1933, Perry Como was encouraged by a
friend to audition for a vocalist part with
Freddy Carlone’s Dance Band. Although he
would earn less than a quarter of the income
he made as a barber, Como accepted the job
when he was offered the position. When he
left Canonsburg to tour with the band, his
girlfriend, Roselle Belline, went with him. The
couple married on July 31, 1933.

Throughout the next years, Perry toured the
country, first with Freddy Carlone’s Band, and
later with the Ted Weems Band. While per-
forming with the Ted Weems Band in Chicago,
Perry left the stage in the middle of a perform-
ance to be with his wife as she gave birth to
their first child, a son named Ronnie. The
Como’s later adopted another son, David, and
a daughter, Terri.

In 1941, Ted Weems joined the Armed
Forces and his orchestra disbanded. Perry
Como was offered his own nightly 15-minute
radio show for CBS in New York. This break
led to a contract with RCA Victor that would
begin Perry Como’s recording career. Two
years after signing with RCA Victor, Perry had
his first major hit with Till the End of Time.

Perry Como had a series of popular hits in
the forties and fifties. In 1958, he won the first
Best Male Vocal Grammy award for the song
Catch a Falling Star. His radio show, which
had transferred to television in the late forties,
was also successful, running from 1948-1950
as the Chesterfield Supper Club, then from
1950-59 as the Perry Como Show. From
1960 through 1963, Perry Como hosted the
Kraft Music Hall.

My fellow colleagues, join with me in cele-
brating the notable and inspiring career of
Perry Como on the momentous occasion of
his 88th birthday.

TRIBUTE TO ELIAS KARMON
HON. JOSE E. SERRANO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, today | pay
tribute to and wish a happy 90th birthday to
Mr. Elias Karmon, an outstanding individual
who has devoted his life to his family and to
serving the community.

Mr. Karmon served as President of the
Bronx Chamber of Commerce for four con-
secutive terms after serving on its Boards
since 1953 and holding the positions of Treas-
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urer, Second Vice President and First Vice
President. His dinner attendance record of 930
people at the Chamber's annual dinner in
1979, with David Rockefeller as the guest of
honor, has never been equaled.

Mr. Speaker, along with Dr. Ramon S. Velez
and Michael Munoz, Mr. Karmon created the
South Bronx Board of Trade, an organization
aiding the businesses of the borough, particu-
larly minority-owned enterprises. Today, as
honorary Chairman, he still continues his ac-
tivities with the organization. As Chairman of
the Building Fund Committee of the Bronx
Board of Realtors, Karmon was instrumental in
negotiating the purchase of its present building
in 1992. Karmon is also the Chairman of the
Annual Essay Contest, a contest he initiated in
1975 among students of the public and private
high schools in the Bronx and in Manhattan,
for the Bronx-Manhattan Association of Real-
tors.

A civic leader in the Bronx for 60 years,
Karmon has been active in many business,
civic, health, service and humanitarian organi-
zations. To name a few, in 1949 he founded
the Prospect Avenue and Neighborhood Busi-
nessmen’s Association, Inc. and served as its
president for 12 years. In 1954 Karmon served
as Chairman of the Bronx Urban League Advi-
sory Board, being a founding member of the
Bronx Branch. His involvement with Einstein
College began around 1955 with the organiza-
tional committee that brought about this Col-
lege of Medicine. Karmon and his late wife,
Sylvia, are members of the Albert Einstein
College of Medicine. One of the founders of
the Ponce de Leon Federal Bank in 1959, he
stills serves on the board and is presently its
Treasurer.

Mr. Speaker, Karmon is currently President
of EMK Enterprises, Inc., a real estate firm lo-
cated on Prospect Avenue Since 1904. He
takes pride in never having left our beloved
South Bronx. He is listed in Who's Who in
American Jewry.

The business, professional, religious and
civic organizations to which he has belonged
and continues to belong, like the honors and
awards he has received, are almost beyond
counting. Few men of business of the 20th
century have been so honored for so many
things. Mr. Karmon is a talented leader who
will continue to show us dedication, leader-
ship, and wisdom. He is truly a source of in-
spiration to all who know him.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in wishing a happy 90th birthday to Elias
Karmon.

——————

HONORING MICHAELA K. RODENO,
WOMEN FOR WINESENSE WOMAN
OF THE YEAR—2000

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
this week, Michaela Rodeno will be honored
as a co-founder at the Women for WineSense
10th Anniversary Conference in Sonoma
County, CA.

As a leader in the California wine industry,
Michaela used her organizing and business
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