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HONORING CHARLES M. MONROE 

ON OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I honor Mr. Charles L. Monroe for his 38 
years of dedicated service to the California 
Department of Fish and Game. Mr. Monroe is 
retiring this year from his distinguished 14-
year career as the regional patrol chief for the 
Central Coast Region of the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Game. 

Charles Monroe was born on January 12, 
1939 in Montrose, CO. He moved to Southern 
California as a child in 1947, where he resided 
until 1956. He later attended Lassen and 
Stockton Colleges in Northern California, and 
graduated with an A.S. degree in criminal jus-
tice from College of the Redwoods in Humbolt 
County, CA. 

Charles Monroe’s career with the Depart-
ment of Fish and Game began 38 years ago 
when he became a seasonal aid for the De-
partment. His first job was working on the 
Honey Lake Refuge in 1958. Over the years 
he worked his way up within the department. 
From 1962 through 1964 Charles worked as a 
Fish and Wildlife assistant in Bishop, CA and 
at the inland fisheries hatchery at Mt. Whitney. 
In 1964, he became a fish and game warden, 
working the Marine Patrol in Eureka, CA and 
the land patrol in Williams, CA. He soon be-
came the patrol captain of Hunter Education 
for the Central Coast Region in 1972. Later, in 
1975, Charles became patrol captain of the 
Northern Squad of the Central Coast Region, 
a post he held for 11 years. In 1986, Charles 
Monroe was named as regional patrol chief for 
the Central Coast Region of California, a dis-
tinguished title which he held for 14 years, 
until his recent retirement on March 31, of this 
year. 

In addition to his career with the Department 
of Fish and Game, Mr. Monroe has dedicated 
himself to helping his community. He served 
for 3 years with the U.S. Coast Guard reserve 
and assisted in the development of the first 
comprehensive pollution response plan for the 
12th Coast Guard District. He also served as 
a police officer in Susanville and Needles, CA 
for 4 years. He also dedicated three summers 
to U.S. Forest Service and the U.S. Bureau of 
Land Management. 

Mr. Monroe’s life has been one of great 
public service and participation. In 1973, he 
established the Fish and Wildlife Law Enforce-
ment curriculum at Napa Valley College and 
has taught there ever since. He has regularly 
been an instructor at the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Game Academy, as well. For 
the past 8 years he has served as chairman 
of the Napa County Criminal Justice Advisory 
Committee. From 1980 to 1995, Charles also 
served on the Napa County Chamber of Com-
merce Law and Fire Committee. He is known 
for his various committee work for Ducks Un-
limited and the California Waterfowl Associa-
tion, where he had numerous stints as chair-
man and co-chairman. 

Charles Monroe is a dedicated family man. 
He has been married to his wife Sonia for 39 

years. Together they have three children: 
Michelle, Chuck and Shari, as well as five 
grandchildren. 

In his spare time, Mr. Monroe enjoys hunt-
ing, fly fishing, wildlife art, and the study of 
U.S. history. 

Perhaps the best example of Charles 
Monroe’s dedication to his community came in 
1965 when he was awarded the California 
State Medal of Honor for his rescue activities 
during the 1964 floods in Humbolt County, CA. 
Obviously, Mr. Monroe is a man of great cour-
age as well as dedication. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been my great honor to 
represent Mr. Charles L. Monroe, first as his 
State Senator and now as his Congressman. 
Clearly, his life has been one of great public 
service, dedication, and commitment. For 
these reasons, it is necessary that we honor 
this man for his great work for the wildlife, 
people and State of California.
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IN TRIBUTE TO SIMI VALLEY HIGH 
SCHOOL ACADEMIC DECATHLON 
TEAM 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to the Simi Valley High School Aca-
demic Decathlon Team—champions this year 
in Ventura County and the State of California, 
and silver medalists in the national competi-
tion. 

After winning the Ventura County and State 
of California titles, the Simi Valley team last 
month traveled to San Antonio, Texas, for the 
U.S. Academic Decathlon competition, com-
peting against 37 other schools from across 
the United States. The rivalry was fierce. Simi 
Valley lost to the team from Katy, Texas, by 
a mere 460 points. Each team scored more 
than 52,000 points in the match-up. 

The nine-student Simi Valley High School 
team is representative of the best and bright-
est our country has to offer. They have been 
accepted to such universities as Harvard and 
Stanford. Seniors David Bartlett, Steve 
Mihalovitz, Cary Opal, Jeff Robertson, Jennifer 
Tran, Michael Truex, Justin Underhill and 
Randy Xu, and junior Kevin White, are truly 
America’s future leaders. Their coaches, Ken 
and Sally Hibbitts, are dedicated educators 
who deserve equal praise for a phenomenal 
job of preparing their students. 

Last year, Moorpark High School became 
the first Ventura County team to win the na-
tional title. By winning the silver medal this 
year, Simi Valley High School has proven that 
Ventura County is an educational powerhouse. 
They have also proven that Ventura County 
students and teachers have the dedication 
and perseverance to be the best they can 
possibly be. It takes months of studying from 
early morning to late at night to prepare for 
these competitions. Jobs, friends and family 
are place on the back burner. 

If they had won no medals, their dedication 
to a common goal alone would have made 
them champions. 

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues will join 
me in congratulating the National Silver Med-

alists, California State Champion and Ventura 
County Champion Simi Valley High School 
Academic Decathlon Team for its impressive 
wins, and in wishing team members great suc-
cess in their future endeavors.
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TRIBUTE TO BRONX COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with joy 
that I once again pay tribute to Bronx Commu-
nity College, which will hold its 22nd Anniver-
sary Hall of Frame 10K Run on Saturday, May 
6, 2000. 

The Hall of Frame 10K Run was founded in 
1978 by Bronx Community College’s third 
President, Dr. Roscoe C. Brown. Its mission is 
to highlight the Hall of Frame for Great Ameri-
cans, a national institute dedicated to those 
who have helped make America great. 

The tradition continues under the steward-
ship of Dr. Carolyn G. Williams, the first fe-
male President of Bronx Community College. 
Dr. Williams has endorsed the race and will 
continue the tradition initiated by Dr. Brown to 
promote the physical fitness as well as to 
highlight higher educational opportunities. 

As one who has run the Hall of Frame 10K 
race, I can attest to the excitement it gen-
erates. The race brings the entire city to-
gether. It is a celebration and an affirmation of 
life. It is a wonderful way to enable over 400 
people to run in the Bronx. It is an honor for 
me to join once again the hundreds of racers 
who will run along the Grand Concourse, Uni-
versity Avenue, and West 181 Street, and to 
savor the variety of their victories. There’’s no 
better way to see the Bronx Community. 

For most of the past 22 years, Professor 
Henry A. Skinner has coordinated the Hall of 
Fame 10K race, a healthy competition which 
brings together runners of all ages from the 
greater Metropolitan area. This year he has 
passed the mantle to Robert Hill, assistant 
track and field coach at Bronx Community Col-
lege. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the individuals and participants 
who are making the Bronx Community 
Colleges’’s 22nd Annual Hall of Fame 10K run 
possible.
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10TH ANNIVERSARY TRIBUTE TO 
100 WOMEN FOR MAJOR OWENS 

HON. MAJOR R. OWENS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I pay special trib-
ute to a group of dedicated community activ-
ists in my 11th Congressional District of 
Brooklyn, NY. 

Founded in March, 1990, by Council Mem-
ber Annette Robinson, Margaret Wiseman, 
Mary Eccles, Linda Breakenridge, Celeste 
Green, Sylvia Whiteside and Lorrelle Henry, 
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100 Women for Major Owens was organized 
in order to provide an opportunity for women 
of diverse backgrounds and cultures to work 
together in order to improve the quality of life 
for their community. 

On May 5, 2000, 100 Women for Major 
Owens will formally celebrate its 10th Anniver-
sary with a dinner and a special viewing of 
‘‘Grace In The Light’’ at the famous Billie Holi-
day Theater in Brooklyn, New York. This mile-
stone highlights the many years of service this 
organization has given Central Brooklyn by 
serving as mentors and role models for young 
women and their families. Through programs 
that range from educational seminars focusing 
on health care, teen pregnancy prevention, 
HIV–AIDS awareness, public education reform 
and a number of other important initiatives, the 
leadership has guided its members to becom-
ing a powerful force for the residents of our 
community. In addition to also providing schol-
arships to deserving students in Brooklyn, Ms. 
Alice Spratley and Ms. Audrei Boyce have 
skillfully, since the beginning of the program 
administered the Congressional Awards Pro-
gram which will, this year nominate several 
candidates for the Gold Medal. 

Mr. Speaker, in celebration of their 10th An-
niversary, I am honored to salute this pres-
tigious and spirited group of leaders, their past 
Presidents, Ms. Celeste Green one of the 
founding members and first President, Ms. 
Bernice Carter and their current President, an 
outstanding educator, Ms. Verdeen Gaddy and 
wish them continued success. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge with 
deep gratitude, the officers and members of 
this stellar organization: Verdeen Gaddy, 
President; Audrei Boyce, 1st Vice President; 
Bernice Carter, 2nd Vice President, Norva 
Butler, Recording Secretary; Edena Gill, Cor-
responding Secretary; Eileen Graham, Finan-
cial Secretary; Theopia Green Treasurer; Evy 
Papillon-Juste, Chaplain; Adelaide Wyllie, Par-
liamentarian; Celeste Green, Historian. 

Ms. Mattie Pusey, another dedicated public 
servant is serving as this year’s Anniversary 
Committee Chairperson. She is being assisted 
by Ms. Margaret Wiseman, Ms. Annie Nichol-
son and Mr. Garry Tilzer of my Brooklyn Staff. 
Her committee consists of Ms. Ann Munroe, 
Ms. Adelaide Wyllie, Eddye Elijah, Erma 
McEachine, Martha Greene, Sylvia Whiteside, 
Alice Spratley, Audrei Boyce, Edena Gill, Lor-
raine Smith, Orette Spence and Mart Blake.
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THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE REES-
TABLISHMENT OF LATVIAN 
INDEPENDENCE 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, today I com-
memorate the Republic of Latvia on the tenth 
anniversary of the reestablishment of its inde-
pendence from the former Soviet Union. 

On May 4th 1990, the people of Latvia so-
lidified their full sovereignty which served to 
further the disintegration of the Soviet Union. 

Latvia has since successfully pursued poli-
cies to build democracy, protect human rights, 

expand the rule of law, develop a free market 
system and pursue a course of integration into 
the community of free and democratic nations, 
including the seeking of membership in the 
European Union and the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO). 

Latvia, together with the Republics of Esto-
nia and Lithuania, continues to make a signifi-
cant contribution toward maintaining peace 
and stability in the surrounding region, espe-
cially in peacekeeping operations in Bosnia 
and Kosovo. 

In honor of Latvian Independence Day, I am 
introducing a concurrent resolution to com-
memorate this special occasion. I hope you 
will join me today in supporting this legislation. 

Once again, I congratulate the people of 
Latvia on their anniversary of independence. I 
look forward to witnessing all of the future suc-
cesses from this prosperous emerging democ-
racy.
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25 GRAND RAPIDS GIRL SCOUTS 
HONORED WITH ORGANIZATION’S 
HIGHEST AWARD 

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor 25 young women, ages 14 through 17, 
from my home city of Grand Rapids, Michigan 
who are being honored by the Girl Scouts with 
the organization’s highest honor during a cere-
mony today in Grand Rapids. The young 
women will receive the Girl Scout Gold Award 
symbolizing outstanding accomplishments in 
the areas of leadership, community service, 
career planning, and personal development. 

These future leaders have dedicated the 
last two years to achieving this award. To be 
considered for the Girl Scout Gold Award, 
candidates must earn four interest project 
patches: the Career Exploration Pin, the Sen-
ior Girl Scout Leadership Award, and the Sen-
ior Girl Scout Challenge, as well as designing 
and implementing a Girl Scout Gold Award 
project. The latter is accomplished by working 
closely with an adult Girl Scout volunteer. It 
should also be noted that these Girl Scouts 
accomplish all of this in addition to their school 
work, chores at home, and extracurricular ac-
tivities. 

The 25 young women receiving the Girl 
Scout’s highest honor are: Rachel Voorhees, 
Carla Kaiser, Rachael Goodstein, Anne 
Clocklin, Nora Hauk, Holly Morris, Theresa 
Whitaker, Barbie Gatchel, Jennifer Bryant, 
Jennifer Kelly, Kelly Slezak, Elizabeth Gillis, 
Kim Farrell, Eda Koning, Jamie Wakely, Kate 
Chisholm, Jeannette Durham, Melissa 
Springvloed, Abby Caldwell, Katherine 
Muszkiewicz, Cristin McNamara, Andrea 
Tenkel, Nicole Flanagan, Mindy Peterson, and 
Libby Bode. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great delight that I 
honor these young women for their out-
standing contributions to the Girl Scouts and 
our community. Their accomplishments and 
dedication should serve as a model for their 
peers and future Girl Scouts. To be the best, 
one must give it their all, and that is what 

these leaders have done. I ask my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating each of these 
young ladies in reaching this milestone. I wish 
each of them continued success in their future 
endeavors.
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TRIBUTE TO OFFICER WILLIAM 
‘‘BILL’’ BURGSTINER 

HON. JACK KINGSTON 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize Officer William ‘‘Bill’’ Burgstiner, 
United Nations police officer, of Savannah, 
Georgia. Officer Burgstiner is serving as a 
U.N. police officer in Kosovo, he is a hero by 
any other name. In late March, 2000, in a war 
torn Kosovo, an abandon baby lay by the side 
of a road wrapped in a bloodied blanket and 
bleeding from its umbilical cord. The baby’s 
good fortune began when Officer Bill 
Burgstiner was returning from a meeting and 
driving through the village of Prilep, about 50 
miles southwest of the provincial capital of 
Pristina. 

A villager flagged him down and took Officer 
Burgstiner to the baby, who was lying on a 
step, wrapped in a blood soaked blanket. Bill 
used a table cloth to stop the bleeding. He 
then whisked the child to the Italian military 
hospital, rushed through the front gate and de-
livered Fortunato (the baby’s new name) into 
the arms of Roberto Bramati, a doctor. Doctor 
Bramati credited Officer Burgstiner with saving 
the precious life of little Fortunato. 

A Savannah native, Bill joined the Bruns-
wick Police Department after graduating from 
the police academy. He served from 1990 to 
1993, and helped organize the department’s 
K–9 unit. A role model in the local community 
he has again shown that his compassion and 
strength of character crosses international bor-
ders. It is with great pleasure that I recognize 
Officer William ‘‘Bill’’ Burgstiner for his kind hu-
manitarian and heroic act.
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IN TRIBUTE TO CLAIRE HOPE, SBA 
VETERAN ADVOCATE OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 4, 2000

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Claire Hope, who has been recog-
nized by the U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion as the 2000 Veteran Advocate of the 
Year. 

Claire Hope is the founder and president of 
Claire Hope Enterprises in Camarillo, Cali-
fornia, in my district. She has more than 30 
years experience in human resources man-
agement, and has offered that experience pro-
bono to many veterans. Since 1992, she has 
served on the California Employer Advisory 
Council Veteran Committee. She specializes 
in assisting veterans to become small busi-
ness owners. 
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