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community. In Africa, violence and ethnic con-
flict are raging. Nazi war criminals remain at 
large throughout the world. In Russia and 
elsewhere, anti-Semitic rhetoric is echoed by 
elected officials. People of color in this country 
are often unfairly targeted by law enforcement 
officials. Immigration policies of our country 
continue to neglect the human rights and 
needs of those with the misfortune of being 
born in oppressive or poor nations. The media 
in several nations is pervaded by anti-Semitic 
sentiments. Those unfortunate facts and many 
others, remind us of the need to adhere to our 
vow that never again will we tolerate the kind 
of abuse we witnessed. I am proud that this 
nation has made a practice of refusing to look 
the other way when hate rears its ugly face. 

The Holocaust was the most horrific human 
atrocity the world saw during the last century 
and perhaps in the history of the planet. Mil-
lions of Jews and others were brutalized, 
raped, beaten, dehumanized, enslaved, 
robbed, and murdered. Men, women, children, 
babies, and families were ravaged by the 
hateful acts of the Nazi regime. There is no 
way for me to put into words the unspeakable 
horrors experienced. We can only listen to the 
recollections of those few remaining survivors 
of the Holocaust. 

The Holocaust was not only the worst mur-
der case in history, but it was also the biggest 
exploitation and theft. Jews and others were 
enslaved—worked literally to death for various 
companies. Millions of insurance policies were 
liquidated by the Nazis with the assistance of 
insurance companies, and millions of bank ac-
counts were seized. I am sad to say that, to 
this date, there has been no restitution for the 
bulk of those crimes. Every year we observe 
Yom Ha-shoah, we are also reminded of those 
survivors of the Holocaust who have passed 
away during the previous year. Negotiations to 
repay stolen assets are ongoing. But, unfortu-
nately, the process is slow and many have 
been deprived of at least some measure of 
justice after enduring so much. I hope that be-
fore this time next year we will at least be able 
to say that we have made real progress on 
this front. That will require the complete co-
operation of foreign governments, and multi-
national corporations, who have yet to own up 
to their role in the crime of the last century. 
The fact that some still deny responsibility or 
refuse full compliance with negotiations only 
adds to the suffering and prolongs the justice 
that survivors deserve. 

The theme of hope is strong among Jews 
this year. Negotiations continue in efforts to-
ward peace between Israel and her neighbors. 
This year, we may see some real results and 
a chance for life without fear for our allies in 
the Middle East. I was reminded of the power 
of hope and the importance of celebrating life 
along with honoring the dead this week. Thou-
sands participated in the ‘‘march of the living’’ 
at Auschwitz, where over a million Jews met 
their fate. I am proud to carry on the traditions 
of Judaism in my every day life and I am 
proud of the Jewish community and all of its 
success, despite all of the suffering. today we 
honor and mourn those who perished. We 
vow to live our lives in a way that pays tribute 
to their memory and ensures their fate will not 
be suffered by others.
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Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, on May 6th 
through 8th of this year, high school students 
from across the country will compete in the 
national finals of the ‘‘We the People * * * 
The Citizen and the Constitution’’ program. I 
would like to take this opportunity to congratu-
late the students of Wyndmere High School of 
Wyndmere, North Dakota, who will represent 
my home state in this event. These students 
have worked hard to reach this stage of the 
competition and have demonstrated a thor-
ough understanding of the principals under-
lying our constitutional democracy. 

We the People is the most extensive pro-
gram in the country designed to teach stu-
dents the history and philosophy of the Con-
stitution and the Bill of Rights. The three-day 
national competition is modeled after hearings 
held in the United States Congress. These 
mock hearings consist of oral presentations by 
the student participants before a panel of adult 
judges. The students testify as constitutional 
experts before a ‘‘congressional committee’’ of 
judges representing various regions of the 
country and appropriate professional fields. 
The students’ testimony is followed by a ques-
tion and answer period during which the 
judges test students on their depth of under-
standing and ability to apply their constitutional 
knowledge. The knowledge these students 
have acquired to reach the national level of 
this competition is truly impressive. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recognize by 
name our talented representatives from 
Wyndmere High School, of Wyndmere, North 
Dakota: Brian Boyer, Mandy David, Julie 
Dotzenrod, Elisabeth Foertsch, Alissa 
Haberman, Lindsey Heitcamp, Daniel Hodg-
son, Jesse Nelson, Kari Schultz, Amy Score, 
John Totenhagen, and Bobbi Ann Ulvestad. 

I would also like to recognize and thank 
their teacher, David Hodgson, for his critical 
role in these students’ success and their inter-
est in American government. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to welcome 
the student team from Wyndmere High School 
to Washington, and wish them the very best of 
luck. They have made all of us in North Da-
kota very proud.
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Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, Demo-
crats want to ensure that all American children 
receive a quality 21st century education in 
public schools with up-to-date facilities and 
safe classrooms. That is why Democrats sup-
port The Safe and Successful Schools Act of 
2000. This act would provide our schools with 
$1.3 billion annually for emergency school ren-
ovations. 

As one of the most powerful nations in the 
world, Mr. Speaker, it is a tragedy that Amer-
ica’s schools are in such desperate need of 
repair. The schools in my district are indicative 
of what is happening nationwide. For example, 
the roof in the gymnasium at Belmont High 
School in Los Angeles has multiple leaks. 
Garbage cans must be scattered throughout 
the gym to catch the rain. Two other high 
schools in my district, Venice and Lincoln, 
have extensive water damage that has left 
dangerous wiring and piping exposed to the 
children. 

Americans value their children, Mr. Speaker, 
and they are the future of our nation. We must 
not abandon them and sit idly by while our 
schools fall apart, hampering our children’s 
ability to learn. We must pass The Safe and 
Successful Schools Act and invest in the fu-
ture of America.
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, hearings on the 
White House e-mails being conducted by the 
Committee on Government Reform have pro-
voked serious questions as officials and 
former officials with impeccable reputations 
have had their integrity questioned without evi-
dence of wrongdoing traceable to them. 
Cheryl Mills, the young White House lawyer 
who spoke so memorably during the Senate 
Impeachment hearings, did it again during the 
Committee’s hearings today. Her words con-
cerning what inquisitional hearings do to 
young people and others considering public 
service deserve consideration by Members of 
the House who, after all, serve here because 
of the value they themselves attach to serving 
the public and their country. 

I submit her full statement for inclusion in 
the RECORD.
OPENING STATEMENT BY CHERYL MILLS, COM-

MITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM, U.S. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MAY 4, 2000
Mr. Chairman, Representative Waxman, 

Members of the Committee on Government 
Reform: 

My name is Cheryl Mills. For almost seven 
years, I served in the White House Counsel’s 
Office under President Clinton. During my 
tenure, I served first as Associate Counsel 
and later as Deputy Counsel. When I arrived 
on January 20, 1993, I was 27 years old; I was 
34 when I left last October. 

I came into government because I believed 
that the opportunity to serve this country 
was a valuable one. I believed that giving of 
my time, my energy, and even my soul, to 
try to make a difference was important. I be-
lieved that the gift of one’s labor and one’s 
love for this country was one of the purer 
things I, like other young people, had to 
give. 

When I left, it had become hard for me to 
believe anymore. I left increasingly cynical 
about Congress’ commitment to improving 
the lives of Americans. I left deeply troubled 
by the culture of partisanship in Washington 
that with each passing day was threatening 
the very essence of what is good, and what is 
right, and what is joyful about public serv-
ice. When I left, it was no longer obvious to 
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