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the shaping of the Department’s ac-
tions. Furthermore, what contact did 
the administration have with the Com-
munist dictator Fidel Castro? 

Was the President influenced by an-
other Cuban boat lift? These are some 
of the questions I have, Madam Speak-
er. I call on Congress to hold hearings 
because the people across this Nation 
have a right to know. As Americans, 
we have inalienable rights to certain 
freedoms and protections. When gov-
ernment officials threaten or encroach 
on those rights, it is our duty to hold 
them responsible. 

f 

LIVABLE COMMUNITIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BLUMENAUER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, 
focusing on livable communities is an 
opportunity for the major Presidential 
candidates to give citizens relief from 
the standard political fare by embrac-
ing a positive message: how to make 
our families safe, healthy, and eco-
nomically secure. 

One of the reasons this message has 
such potential for elevating the polit-
ical discussion is because this is truly 
a national movement that is being 
driven at the grassroots level. 

Every year it seems more State and 
local ballot initiatives are passed pro-
tecting open space, giving more trans-
portation choices to our communities 
and controlling unplanned growth. One 
grassroots effort was dealt with this 
morning in the Washington Post de-
scribing the efforts to protect the 
Chesapeake Bay, one of our Nation’s 
most cherished waterway and, sadly, 
Governor Gilmore of Virginia’s reluc-
tance for Virginia to provide true lead-
ership. 

For 15 years, citizens and commu-
nities across a six-State area and Fed-
eral partners and private citizens are 
developing solutions not necessarily to 
eliminate sprawl in this Chesapeake 
Bay watershed, but to cut it by one-
third by the year 2012. The political 
leadership in Virginia, however, has 
been slow to respond and only recently 
provided its support for a new agree-
ment, assuming that Virginians care 
less about the environment and pro-
tecting the Bay than their neighbors in 
the surrounding States. I think that is 
a sad commentary and a misreading of 
the citizens of Virginia. 

In sharp contrast, one of the most ex-
citing stories of regional cooperation 
and addressing unplanned growth is un-
folding now in the Speaker’s home 
State of Illinois. Metropolitan Chicago 
has a long tradition of being a leader in 
the heartland; its importance as a na-
tional transportation hub with the 
transcontinental railroads, so it is 
today with O’Hare Airport, the busiest 
in the Nation; and the important role 

that Chicago has played in the City 
Beautiful Movement at the turn of the 
century with the magnificent Burnham 
plan, one of the most influential city 
plans in world history, illustrating the 
power of planning for growth in a fash-
ion that balanced downtown interests 
with open space and access to that 
city’s majestic waterfront. 

Chicago was unfortunately a leader 
in the consequence of unplanned 
growth. From 1970 to 1990, when metro-
politan Chicago increased only 4 per-
cent in population, it increased 46 per-
cent in the urbanized area, 10 times 
faster than the rate of population in-
crease and, clearly, a development pat-
tern that is not sustainable. It has re-
sulted in Chicago having the second 
longest average commute in the coun-
try, with 11 percent of its commuters 
traveling an hour or more each way 
each day. 

But in keeping with the tradition of 
leadership, Chicago is now providing 
important direction on livability. I 
have had a chance to review the Metro-
politan 2020 plan, a visionary document 
preparing metropolitan Chicago for the 
21st century. It recalls the history and 
provides a vision for the future. This 
fascinating study is one of the best 
that I have seen, providing a frame-
work for developing a regional vision 
of growth over the next 20 years while 
it recognizes the realities and chal-
lenges facing the region. It addresses 
the reality of the present system’s in-
ability to pave its way out of traffic 
congestion; the importance of the pro-
ductivity of the region’s growing mi-
nority population, which will supply 
the majority of its future work force; 
the need on focusing the entire region’s 
pool of talent to meet the specialized 
needs of a growing economy; and, most 
important, the symbiotic relationship 
between the suburbanites, who actu-
ally earn twice as much from their in-
come from downtown as Chicagoans 
earn from suburban areas, $14 billion 
versus $21 billion. 

With over 1300 units of local govern-
ment and almost 70 percent of the 
State’s population living in the metro-
politan Chicago area, the Metropolitan 
2020 effort is a powerful example of the 
potential for business and civic leaders, 
community leadership, and the plan-
ning profession to come together to de-
velop solutions to guide governmental 
investments. I strongly urge my col-
leagues to join me today at 2 p.m. in 
SC–10 of the Capitol for a joint briefing 
of the Senate’s Smart Growth Task 
Force and the Livable Communities 
Task Force, hearing from a group from 
Chicago who will give a comprehensive 
overview of their initiatives. They will 
also focus on the important role of the 
Federal Government in assisting the 
regional effort to create more livable 
communities. 

Chicago is as good a model as we will 
find in an area of the country that a lot 

of us spend a lot of time in. It is a solu-
tion to make our communities more 
livable and our families safe, healthy 
and more economically secure.

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until 2 p.m. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 43 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. PEASE) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Blessed be the God and Father of us 
all, Who in great mercy has given us a 
new birth and made us a living hope for 
the world. 

As a nation, we have inherited great 
natural resources and unfailing prin-
ciples to guide our destiny. By Your 
power, O God, You have safeguarded 
faith in Your people. You have made us 
ready to reveal in our time Your cre-
ativity and goodness active in us, but 
for the common good of all. 

We rejoice in Your blessings upon 
this Congress and the people they rep-
resent. Even during times of various 
trials and moments of suffering, our 
gaze is fixed on You, as the source of 
all goodness and foundation of peace. 

May genuine faith which is more pre-
cious than gold tested by fire be proven 
in us. Then the great tasks we under-
take in Your Name may truly give You 
praise, glory and honor now and for-
ever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Nevada (Mr. GIBBONS) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. GIBBONS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f 

PAST AND FUTURE SUCCESSES 

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
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