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IN HONOR OF SCOTT REDDIN 

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 9, 2000

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, today I honor 
Scott Reddin of Englewood, NJ. On Thursday, 
May 11, 2000, the Shelter our Sisters organi-
zation will be honoring Scott at their Annual 
Awards Program for all of his outstanding 
work as both a volunteer and dedicated advo-
cate in defense of victims of domestic vio-
lence. 

I am proud of Scott for many reasons: for 
the help he renders the constituents of the 
Ninth Congressional District as my aide, for 
his unbending dedication to his community, 
and for the spirit of giving that drives him to 
be active in Shelter our Sisters and a number 
of other non-profit, charitable organizations. 

If you name a non-profit group in Bergen 
County, New Jersey, it is likely that Scott is ei-
ther on their Board of Directors or active as a 
volunteer in some fashion or another. From 
his role on the Board of Directors of the Cen-
ter for Food Action to his work mentoring 
young children as a Little League Manager, 
Scott epitomizes the ideal citizen-volunteer. 
Scott is always ready to give of himself, 
whether with his time, his know-how, or finan-
cially. He is, in the truest sense, a civic-mind-
ed individual, whose concern for others tran-
scends his own self-interests. 

Of all his volunteer work, Scott’s devotion to 
helping women and children whose lives have 
been torn apart by domestic violence stands 
out. It does so because to be a part of Shelter 
our Sisters requires not only one’s time, it also 
requires a big heart. Scott has an enormous 
ability to share the pain of victims of domestic 
violence and at the same time help the victims 
piece their lives back together. 

As a volunteer with Shelter our Sisters since 
1994, Scott has helped victims of domestic vi-
olence move out of dangerous environments 
and has mentored children whose innocence 
has been marred by violence. And by raising 
funds for Shelter our Sisters, Scott has en-
sured that this organization’s work in deliv-
ering hope to those facing domestic violence 
endures. 

Mr. Speaker, I am very proud of Scott 
Reddin and all that he has done to advance 
the worthy mission of Shelter our Sisters. I 
commend the leaders of Shelter our Sisters 
for recognizing Scott’s outstanding achieve-
ments and I wish him the very best as he con-
tinues to expand on his volunteer efforts with 
this outstanding organization and the many 
other worthy endeavors he undertakes on be-
half of so many people.
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IN HONOR OF THE WILLIAM G. 
MATHER STEAMSHIP 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 9, 2000

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 75th anniversary of the launch-

ing of the William G. Mather Steamship on 
May 23, 2000. 

The Mather has had a presence on Cleve-
land’s waterfront for nearly 75 years, first as a 
working Great Lakes freighter, and since 
1991, as a floating maritime museum. The 
Mather is one of only four Great Lakes freight-
ers in existence, boasting Northeast Ohio’s 
proud heritage as a major maritime industrial 
and shipping center. 

A former flagship of the Cleveland-Cliffs 
fleet, the 618 foot William G. Mather was a 
state-of-the art technology in Great lakes 
freighters when first launched in 1925. It is 
named for long-time Cleveland-Cliffs president 
and leading Cleveland businessman and phi-
lanthropist, William Gwinn Mather (1857–
1951). The Mather made hundreds of trips 
transporting iron ore from the Upper Lakes to 
Cleveland’s waiting steam mills. This is how 
the Mather was nicknamed, ‘‘The Ship That 
Built Cleveland.’’

The William G. Mather has had a long and 
distinguished merchant marine career. It was 
one of the first commercial Great Lakes ves-
sels to be equipped with radar in 1946. It has 
been designated a National Historic Landmark 
by the American Society of Mechanical Engi-
neers for its industrial first of a single marine 
boiler system, its computer-like, automated 
boiler system and its dual propeller bow 
thrusters. 

In 1980, the Mather retired from service. In 
1987, it was donated for restoration and pres-
ervation as a maritime museum and edu-
cational facility. Since 1991, thousands of visi-
tors and area school children have ‘‘come 
aboard’’ and toured the historic Mather freight-
er. 

The Mather freighter has served this com-
munity for years as ‘‘The Ship That Built 
Cleveland.’’ My fellow colleagues, join me in 
recognizing the Mather as we celebrate its 
75th Anniversary.
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MARKING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE BOZRAH VOLUNTEER 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. SAM GEJDENSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 9, 2000

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to mark the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Bozrah 
Volunteer Fire Department. As a life-long resi-
dent of Bozrah, I appreciate this opportunity to 
congratulate the men and women of the De-
partment for fifty years of dedicated service to 
the citizens of our community. 

On May 10, 1950, First Selectman Law-
rence Gilman invited residents to attend the 
first organizational meeting of Bozrah Volun-
teer Fire Department. Forty five people an-
swered this call and many of them formed the 
core of the early Department. The Depart-
ment’s first truck was a used Mack pumper 
purchased from the community of Rye, New 
York. In May 1951, the Department was offi-
cially incorporated. Throughout the remainder 
of the 1950s, the Department expanded stead-
ily. It purchased new trucks in 1954 and 1955 
and built the first section of its firehouse in 

1956 which material that had been purchased 
using donations from residents in the commu-
nity. The Ladies Auxiliary was formed in Sep-
tember 1955. 

In the decades that followed, the Depart-
ment grew to meet the needs of the commu-
nity. It purchased larger and more advanced 
equipment. Its members became emergency 
medical technicians in order to provide imme-
diate care to victims of fires, automobile acci-
dents and other emergencies. The Department 
also dramatically expanded its service to the 
community in areas other than fire protection 
by sponsoring annual Halloween parties for 
children, supporting local Scout troops and of-
fering fire prevention programs for all citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, as the Department celebrates 
it Fiftieth Anniversary on May 10, I am proud 
to join in commending every member—past 
and present—for their bravery, courage and 
commitment to public safety. Over the past 
fifty years, the men and women of the Bozrah 
Volunteer Fire Department have answered 
every call regardless of the time of day, re-
gardless of the weather, regardless of their 
personal commitments. Thanks to their dedi-
cation, they have saved many lives, protected 
countless homes and businesses, and made 
the community safer for every family. I wish 
the Department all the best as it embarks on 
its next fifty years of service to our community.
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IDEA FULL FUNDING ACT OF 2000 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GEORGE R. NETHERCUTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2000

Mr. NETHERCUTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H.R. 4055, not only 
because the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act is so important, but because what 
fully funding IDEA means for all students. 
When IDEA was first enacted, Congress 
promised to fund 40 percent of the increased 
costs associated with educating special needs 
students. Since Republicans took control of 
Congress, we have more than doubled the 
Federal contribution to IDEA to $6 billion. Yet, 
this amount is still only 12.6 percent of the 
cost of educating special needs students. H.R. 
4055 sets out a road map to fulfill Congress’ 
commitment, more than quadrupling IDEA 
funding to $25 billion by 2010. 

By underfunding IDEA, Congress has 
placed an unfunded mandate on local school 
districts, forcing them to use increased general 
revenues for special education programs. 
Through H.R. 4055, Congress will not only 
help special needs students, but also free up 
the limited resources available to our schools 
which should be used for programs which 
benefit all students. 

Our education system is at a crossroads. 
Some people in Washington, DC believe that 
the Federal Government knows what is best 
for our students, whether they live in Spokane, 
Washington or must survive in inner-city Los 
Angeles. I believe that local School boards, 
teachers, and parents know their students’ 
needs best. 

Earlier this year, the administration pre-
sented a budget proposal to Congress which 
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