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nerve and often cause pressure on other 
nerves in the head and the body. Tu-
mors also grow on the spine, and at-
tack the central nervous system. Peo-
ple with NF–2 often experience deaf-
ness, frequent headaches and facial 
pain, facial paralysis, cataracts, and 
difficulty with balance. 

There is no known cure for either 
form of the disorder, even though the 
genes for both NF–1 and NF–2 have 
been identified. Currently, NF has no 
treatment, other than the surgical re-
moval of tumors, which sometimes 
grow back. 

The disorder is not infectious. Only 
half of those affected with it have a 
prior family history of NF. If someone 
does not have NF, they cannot pass it 
on to their children. 

Talented researchers across the coun-
try are making impressive strides in 
finding a cure for this serious disorder. 
Thanks in great part to the research 
sponsored by the National Institute of 
Neurological Disorders and Stroke at 
NIH, scientists have already identified 
the two genes that cause NF, and sig-
nificant progress in developing new 
treatments is being made. 

Much of the cutting-edge research on 
NF is being performed at the NF Clinic 
at Massachusetts General Hospital in 
Boston, which was founded in 1982 by 
Dr. Robert Martuza. It was one of the 
first clinics to recognize the unique 
multi-disciplinary problems that NF 
patients and their families face—and 
the vital role that a dedicated clinic 
plays in the research community. The 
McLain Hospital in Belmont, Massa-
chusetts also has a vital role in sup-
porting important research, particu-
larly for NF–2. 

One of the most difficult aspects of 
having NF, or caring for a patient with 
NF, is not knowing what the future 
will bring. Our lack of knowledge about 
the cause of the tumors associated 
with the disorder also makes the eval-
uation of potential therapies difficult. 
In association with Children’s Hospital 
of Boston and the House Ear Institute 
in Los Angles, the NF Clinic at MGH is 
participating in an international study 
to define the types of tumors most 
commonly associated with NF. 

Congress has a responsibility to pro-
vide these dedicated medical profes-
sionals and researchers with the re-
sources and support necessary to con-
tinue their lifesaving work. President 
Clinton has asked for increased funding 
to fight this disorder and many other 
neurological illnesses. 

We must also ensure that a person’s 
genetic information cannot be used as 
a basis for discrimination. To receive 
appropriate care for NF, patients must 
have access to genetic tests, free from 
the concern that the results of those 
tests will be used to discriminate 
against them in any way. 

I commend the dedicated researchers 
and physicians across the country for 

their commitment to this important 
issue, and I commend advocates like 
NF Inc. for their leadership. I look for-
ward to rapid progress in the years 
ahead, and I am confident that Con-
gress and the Administration will do as 
much as possible to support their all-
important efforts. Together, we can 
cure NF.
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THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business yesterday, Tuesday, 
May 9, 2000, the Federal debt stood at 
$5,662,962,880,861.72 (Five trillion, six 
hundred sixty-two billion, nine hun-
dred sixty-two million, eight hundred 
eighty thousand, eight hundred sixty-
one dollars and seventy-two cents). 

Five years ago, May 9, 1995, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $4,853,700,000,000 
(Four trillion, eight hundred fifty-
three billion, seven hundred million). 

Ten years ago, May 9, 1990, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,075,888,000,000 
(Three trillion, seventy-five billion, 
eight hundred eighty-eight million). 

Fifteen years ago, May 9, 1985, the 
Federal debt stood at $1,741,509,000,000 
(One trillion, seven hundred forty-one 
billion, five hundred nine million). 

Twenty-five years ago, May 9, 1975, 
the Federal debt stood at 
$515,471,000,000 (Five hundred fifteen 
billion, four hundred seventy-one mil-
lion) which reflects a debt increase of 
more than $5 trillion—
$5,147,491,880,861.72 (Five trillion, one 
hundred forty-seven billion, four hun-
dred ninety-one million, eight hundred 
eighty thousand, eight hundred sixty-
one dollars and seventy-two cents) dur-
ing the past 25 years. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

A TRIBUTE TO WASHINGTON 
STATE UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT 
SAMUEL H. SMITH 

∑ Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the long and exemplary 
service of Washington State University 
(WSU) President Samuel H. Smith and 
his wife Pat Smith. 

Samuel Smith has served as Presi-
dent of WSU since July of 1985, and he 
will be retiring at the end of the 
month. 

Under Dr. Smith’s leadership, the 
University has prospered. During his 
tenure, he strengthened the under-
graduate and graduate curricula and 
worked to increase opportunities for 
women and minorities. 

As a result of President Smith’s 
work, many programs at WSU have re-
ceived national and worldwide recogni-
tion. 

President Smith deserves special 
honor for expanding the number of peo-
ple who benefit from the University’s 
educational system and for bringing 

education at WSU into the Information 
Age. 

Dr. Smith established branch cam-
puses of WSU in Vancouver, the Tri-
Cities, and in Spokane, opening the 
doors of higher education to an even 
greater number of Washingtonians. 

These branch campuses serve transi-
tion communities, helping people build 
the skills and training they need to 
succeed in today’s workplace. Their 
lives are improving thanks to Dr. 
Smith’s vision. 

Dr. Smith was also instrumental in 
expanding educational opportunities to 
remote areas through WSU’s innova-
tive distance-learning programs. 

One of the clearest examples of the 
way WSU has grown during Dr. Smith’s 
tenure is the fact that more than one-
third of all WSU graduates in the Uni-
versity’s history were granted degrees 
by President Smith. 

Dr. Smith has also been a member of 
and a leader in many national edu-
cational organizations. He is the Chair 
of the National Association of State 
Universities and Land-Grant Colleges 
Board of Directors for 2000. He is also a 
member of the Kellogg Commission on 
the Future of State and Land-Grant 
Universities. 

He is a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Western Governors Uni-
versity. He has also served as Chair of 
the Executive Committee of the Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association. 
For his exemplary service, Dr. Smith 
has received many honors and awards 
for his work in these organizations. 

President Smith is a native of Sali-
nas, California, and holds bachelor’s 
and doctoral degrees in plant pathol-
ogy from the University of California 
at Berkeley and honorary doctoral de-
grees from Nihon University in Tokyo, 
Japan, and Far Eastern State Univer-
sity in Vladivostok, Russia. 

Mr. President, I also want my col-
leagues to know that Pat Smith has 
been an instrumental figure in the 
growth of Washington State Univer-
sity. 

From her position on the Washington 
State Arts Commission, she worked to 
expand the art collection and increase 
awareness of the WSU Museum of Art. 
She also serves on the boards of the 
Girl Scouts of the Inland Northwest 
and the United Way of Pullman, Wash-
ington. 

Mrs. Smith is also from Salinas, Cali-
fornia, and is a graduate of Salinas 
Union High School. She studied at 
Hartnell College in Salinas, California. 

Mr. President, as a citizen of Wash-
ington state and as an alumna of Wash-
ington State University, I could not be 
more proud of the great job that Presi-
dent Smith and Pat Smith have done 
in expanding educational opportunities 
for the people of my state and nation 
and making my alma mater an even 
brighter beacon of learning and oppor-
tunity. 
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Mr. President, in closing I would like 

to say—on behalf of the people of my 
state and the many graduates, faculty 
members and current students of Wash-
ington State University—thank you 
President and Mrs. Smith. 

Thank you for putting your compas-
sion, energy and leadership to such 
good use at the helm of Washington 
State University. 

Your presence will be missed, but the 
many gifts you gave us serve as a con-
stant reminder of your many years of 
generous service.∑ 
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THE HONORABLE NANCI J. GRANT 
RECEIVES ELEANOR ROOSEVELT 
HUMANITIES AWARD 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, each 
year, the Attorney Division of State of 
Israel Bonds honors two individuals 
with the Eleanor Roosevelt Humanities 
Award. Recipients of this award are 
recognized for their contributions to 
the legal profession as well as their 
outstanding service to humanity in the 
spirit and ideals of Mrs. Roosevelt. I 
rise today to recognize the Honorable 
Barry M. Grant and the Honorable 
Nanci J. Grant, who will both receive 
the Eleanor Roosevelt Humanities 
Award on May 16, 2000, in Southfield, 
Michigan. 

The Honorable Nanci J. Grant is the 
Presiding Judge of General Jurisdic-
tion for the Oakland County Circuit 
Court. She was elected to this position 
in November of 1996 and took office on 
January 1, 1997. Judge Grant is a grad-
uate of the University of Michigan and 
Wayne State University Law School. 
Prior to joining the bench, she was a 
trial attorney with the law firm of 
Dickinson, Wright, Moon, VanDusen & 
Freeman, and served as a researcher, 
Friend of the Court intern, arbitrator 
and mediator for the Oakland County 
Circuit Court. 

Judge Grant is a member of the Exec-
utive Committee of the Michigan 
Judges Association, and co-chairs the 
Rules Committee. By gubernatorial ap-
pointment, Judge Grant represents all 
Michigan circuit court judges on the 
State Community Corrections Board. 
She is an advisory board member of the 
Michigan Judicial Institute, the teach-
ing arm of the Michigan Supreme 
Court. Judge Grant is also a member of 
the National Association of Women 
Judges, the American Bar Association, 
the Oakland County Bar Association, 
the Women’s Bar Association, Amer-
ican Judges Association, and the Uni-
versity of Michigan Alumni Associa-
tion. 

In addition, Judge Grant has dedi-
cated much of her time to the improve-
ment of the Oakland County Commu-
nity. She is a member of the Michigan 
Cancer Foundation, and has served as a 
member of Common Ground Advisory 
Board, the Rotary Club of Birmingham, 
and Bloomfield Youth Assistance. She 

is a board member of the Women’s Sur-
vival Center, and a Director of the 
Women’s Officials Network. She also 
has served on the Partners Executive 
Committee, and was a member of the 
Citizens Alliance of the Probate Court, 
where she served as chairperson of the 
Information and Advocacy Committee. 

Judge Grant has often been awarded 
for her many endeavors, both chari-
table and professional. The monthly 
magazine, Hour Detroit, named her as 
one of the new leaders in the Detroit 
metropolitan area. She was selected by 
Crain’s Detroit Business magazine as 
one the ‘‘40 under 40,’’ a select group of 
forty of Metro Detroit’s best and 
brightest residents under the age of 
forty. In addition, Judge Grant has 
been elected as an ‘‘Outstanding Young 
Woman of America.’’ 

Mr. President, I applaud the Honor-
able Nanci M. Grant on her many 
achievements, both within the realm of 
the law and outside of that realm. I am 
sure that the Eleanor Roosevelt Hu-
manities Award will hold a special 
place among her many recognitions. On 
behalf of the entire United States Sen-
ate, I congratulate Judge Grant on re-
ceiving this award, and wish her con-
tinued success in the future.∑ 
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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

∑ Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I rise 
today to commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of the National Science Foun-
dation, an institution that has served 
as a driving force behind the Nation’s 
scientific and technological develop-
ment. 

The National Science Foundation’s 
roots can be found at the close of World 
War II, when President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt requested a report from the 
government’s wartime Office of Sci-
entific Research and Development out-
lining how the United States should 
support scientific research in the post-
war era. The resulting report, 
Science—The Endless Frontier, au-
thored by Vannevar Bush, made the 
case for the establishment of a Na-
tional Research Foundation and legis-
lation based upon his findings was in-
troduced by Senator Warren Magnuson 
of Washington. After five years of de-
liberation in the Congress, President 
Harry S. Truman signed legislation 
creating the National Science Founda-
tion on May 10, 1950. Since that day, 
NSF has played a vital role in main-
taining America’s leadership position 
in scientific discovery and the develop-
ment of new technologies, securing the 
nation’s defense and promoting the na-
tion’s health and prosperity. 

Over the past 50 years, NSF-funded 
research has led to numerous scientific 
breakthroughs that have impacted the 
lives of every one of us. This research 
has resulted in projects and initiatives 
that include the development of the 

Internet, Doppler Radar, the American 
Sign Language Dictionary, DNA 
fingerprinting, MRI technology, 
barcodes, the identification of the 
Hanta Virus, and the discovery of the 
weather pattern known as El Niño/La 
Niña. This research has been respon-
sible for creating new industries relat-
ing to communications, biotechnology, 
agriculture, and other important sec-
tors of our economy. In turn, these in-
dustries have resulted in greater em-
ployment opportunities, economic 
prosperity and an improved quality of 
life for Americans and citizens around 
the world. 

NSF funds support the work and re-
search of almost 200,000 people, includ-
ing teachers, students, researchers, 
post-doctorates, and trainees. In fact, 
researchers and educators from each of 
the 50 states and all U.S. territories 
have been allotted NSF funding in the 
form of competitively awarded, grants, 
contracts and cooperative agreements. 
Almost 40% of the funding for research 
grants is awarded to our nation’s stu-
dents and researchers, providing sup-
port for more than 61,000 post-doctor-
ates, trainees and graduates and under-
graduate students. These are the indi-
viduals who will carry on the critical 
mission of NSF into the 21st century. 

The work undertaken by NSF re-
searchers has not gone unnoticed. NSF-
supported researchers have been the re-
cipients of numerous awards and hon-
ors. More than 100 of these researchers 
have been awarded Nobel Prizes in 
fields that include physics, chemistry, 
physiology and economics. NSF re-
searchers have also been awarded the 
National Medal of Science, National 
Medal of Technology, the Waterman, 
the Draper, the Presidential Early Ca-
reer Awards in Science and Engineer-
ing and the Career awards, to name a 
few. 

I want to commend the men and 
women who have worked for NSF and 
received support from NSF who have 
contributed incalculably to the efforts 
that have established the United 
States as the leader in scientific and 
technological innovation and I want to 
recognize the outstanding leadership of 
the current Director of the National 
Science Foundation, Dr. Rita Colwell, 
in this regard. I urge my colleagues to 
join with me in commending NSF on 
this important occasion and wishing 
them continued success in the years 
ahead.∑
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RECOGNITION OF THE INDEX 
SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR THEIR IN-
NOVATION IN EDUCATION 

∑ Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I would 
like to acknowledge a very unique 
school district in a forested area of 
Washington State. The Index School 
District may be small in size but if 
measured by the creativity and dedica-
tion of its teachers, staff, and parents, 
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