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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Wednesday, May 10, 2000

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 10, 2000.

I hereby appoint the Honorable CHARLES H.
TAYLOR to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

PRAYER

The Reverend Joe F. Hayes, Jr.,
Brevard First Baptist Church, Brevard,
North Carolina offered the following
prayer:

Father God, who spoke the heavens
and earth into existence, thank You for
first loving us and sending Your Son,
Jesus Christ, that we might have a full
and meaningful life. Forgive our many
sins against You and against other peo-
ple. Help us live at peace with our
neighbors and in obedience to Your will
as set forth in the Bible.

Gathered here today are leaders who
have given their lives to serve others.
Help them to love You first, their fami-
lies second, and other people third, be-
cause without You first in our lives,
without loving families, and without
love for all peoples, we cannot expect
this Nation to be great.

In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
we pray, amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. STEARNS)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. STEARNS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed
with amendments in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested, con-
current resolutions of the House of the
following titles:

H. Con. Res. 277. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for
the Greater Washington Soap Box Derby.

H. Con. Res. 314. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for
a bike rodeo to be conducted by the Earth
Force Youth Bike Summit.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which concurrence of
the House is requested:

S. 1198. An act to establish a 3-year pilot
project for the General Accounting Office to
report to Congress on economically signifi-
cant rules of Federal agencies, and for other
purposes.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain 15 1l-minutes on
each side.

———

WE SHOULD NOT TRUST CHINA

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his
remarks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, once
again I rise to discuss the serious na-
tional security concerns associated
with granting Permanent Normal
Trade Relations status to China.

Just yesterday, it was reported that
only 2 years after President Clinton al-
lowed the sale of civilian nuclear tech-
nology to China, the Chinese govern-
ment now refuses to keep its promise
that it will not resell the nuclear tech-
nology to rogue nations. Instead, China
has and continues to actively assist
Pakistan and other nations with their
nuclear programs using U.S. tech-
nology.

Mr. Speaker, these are actions that
are unacceptable. We cannot and
should not allow U.S. nuclear tech-
nology to be simply given away to
rogue nations. And yet the Clinton ad-
ministration wants to reward China for
this conduct by expanding their trade
status. Mr. Speaker, let us not make
this same mistake twice. It is obvious
that we cannot trust China.

I yield back the administration’s
PNTR request, which jeopardizes our

national security and the security of
all peace-loving nations.

TRIBUTE TO THE CORRECTIONAL
HEALTH CARE PROGRAM CRE-
ATED BY BAYSTATE HEALTH
SYSTEM, SPRINGFIELD, MASSA-
CHUSETTS

(Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, this is National Hospital
Week, when communities across the
country celebrate the people that make
hospitals the special places they are.
This year’s theme sums it up nicely,
Touching the Future With Care. It rec-
ognizes the health care workers, volun-
teers, and other health professionals
who are there 24 hours a day, 3656 days
a year curing and caring for their
neighbors who need them.

An example of this dedication is the
Correctional Health Care Program cre-
ated by Baystate Health Systems of
Springfield, Massachusetts. The pro-
gram won the National Hospital Asso-
ciation’s prestigious NOVA award,
which recognizes hospitals’ innovative
and collaborative efforts to improve
the health care of their communities.

The Correctional Health Care Pro-
gram is a joint effort by Baystate
Health Systems and the Hampden
County Correction Center to improve
the state of inmate health care. In-
mates serve an average of 14 months
and then return to the community with
whatever disease or problems they had
when they entered. Failing to improve
this health care, puts the inmates,
their families, and the public at risk
once they are released.

Baystate and Hampden County saw
this public health care opportunity and
developed a model which has had amaz-
ing results. Recurrence of incarcer-
ation at the Hampden County Correc-
tional Center is only 4 percent, dra-
matically below the national average
of 40 percent. Program supporters say
this extremely low rate is a direct re-
sult of correctional health care pro-
grams like this.

The program gives inmates the
chance to control their own health,
helps them gain an element of self-re-
spect and, in most cases, keeps them
from returning to a life of crime in jail.
In addition, it helps save public health
dollars while fighting the spread of
communicable diseases.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the
Baystate Health Care System and the
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