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of the thousands upon thousands of
teachers out there determined to make
a difference in a student’s life.

In cities and towns across my dis-
trict, teachers arrive to greet their
overcrowded classes of 25, 30 and some-
times 35 students. Many teach in less
than ideal environments, in schools
that many of us would not work in. But
they come back, day after day, dedi-
cated to teaching our children.

There are few things that are more
important to the people in my district
than the education of our children.
However, we often take our teachers
for granted and forget to say thank you
for all the tireless work that they do. I
am here today to say thank you.
Thank you for working to ensure that
every child has the opportunity to
learn and to achieve his or her fullest
potential.

Let us really say thank you to our
teachers by passing the school con-
struction bill.
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AMERICAN TAXPAYERS DESERVE
BUDGET THAT ELIMINATES

WASTE, FRAUD AND ABUSE

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, since
1995, Republicans have been working
hard here in Congress to restore com-
mon sense to our Government. One of
the ways we have done that is by de-
claring war on waste, fraud and abuse.
American taxpayers work hard for
their money; and when they send a por-
tion of it here to Washington, the least
we can do is spend it responsibly.

Our House Committee on the Budget
has a website where the American peo-
ple can report on examples that they
have seen of taxpayer money being
spent wastefully.

One such example is a company here
in Washington, D.C., that was awarded
a $6.6 million grant to find jobs for
1,600 welfare recipients. Nine months,
$1 million later, this company had
found only 30 jobs. This contract has
since been terminated. But this is just
one example. And, unfortunately, there
are hundreds more.

Last year’s budget contained a .38
across the board budget cut aimed at
eliminating waste, fraud and abuse. I
hope this is something we can build on
this year in Congress. American tax-
payers deserve to have their money
spent responsibly. They deserve a budg-
et that eliminates waste, fraud and
abuse.

———
CONGRESS MUST PASS BIPAR-

TISAN SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION

LEGISLATION

(Mr. ETHERIDGE asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call on this Congress to pass
bipartisan school construction legisla-
tion to help improve our education for
our children.

This week is the 15th annual Teach-
ers Appreciation Week, and yesterday
we celebrated National Teacher Day.
As the father of a fourth grade teacher,
I commend the House on passing this
bipartisan resolution supporting our
teachers.

But Congress must do more than pass
nonbinding resolutions. To make real
progress in education, Congress must
pass substantive legislation to improve
our schools so every child has an op-
portunity and none are left behind. We
must take action to help make sure
every neighborhood school in this
country works to provide our children
with a decent education. We must work
in a bipartisan manner to help pass
common sense solutions to the chal-
lenges facing our schools.

The first bill we should pass is the bi-
partisan Johnson-Rangel school con-
struction bill. This compromise bill
contains elements of my own construc-
tion bill to help local communities
build new schools, relieve over-
crowding, reduce class sizes, and help
teachers give students the individual
attention they need and deserve.

I am proud to be an original cospon-
sor of this common sense bill that will
make a difference in our community
schools. I urge the House leadership to
bring this important bill to the floor
immediately so Congress can have an
opportunity to do more to improve our
schools.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3709, INTERNET NON-
DISCRIMINATION ACT OF 2000

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 496 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 496

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3709) to make
permanent the moratorium enacted by the
Internet Tax Freedom Act as it applies to
new, multiple, and discriminatory taxes on
the Internet. The first reading of the bill
shall be dispensed with. Points of order
against consideration of the bill for failure
to comply with clause 4(a) of rule XIII are
waived. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. After general de-
bate the bill shall be considered for amend-
ment under the five-minute rule for a period
not to exceed two hours. It shall be in order
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to consider as an original bill for the purpose
of amendment under the five-minute rule the
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on the Judici-
ary now printed in the bill. The committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute
shall be considered as read. During consider-
ation of the bill for amendment, the Chair-
man of the Committee of the Whole may ac-
cord priority in recognition on the basis of
whether the Member offering an amendment
has caused it to be printed in the portion of
the Congressional Record designated for that
purpose in clause 8 of rule XVIII. Amend-
ments so printed shall be considered as read.
The Chairman of the Committee of the
Whole may: (1) postpone until a time during
further consideration in the Committee of
the Whole a request for a recorded vote on
any amendment; and (2) reduce to five min-
utes the minimum time for electronic voting
on any postponed question that follows an-
other electronic vote without intervening
business, provided that the minimum time
for electronic voting on the first in any se-
ries of questions shall be 15 minutes. At the
conclusion of consideration of the bill for
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the
House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TAYLOR of North Carolina). The gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LINDER) is
recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my friend, the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. HALL) pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. Mr. Speaker, during
consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 496 is
an open rule providing for consider-
ation of H.R. 3709, the Internet Non-
discrimination Act. H. Res. 496 pro-
vides one hour of general debate equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair-
man and ranking minority member of
the Committee on the Judiciary. The
rule waives points of order against con-
sideration of the bill for failure to com-
ply with clause 4(a) of rule 13, which re-
quires a 3-day layover of the com-
mittee report.

H. Res. 496 makes in order the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary amendment in
the nature of a substitute now printed
in the bill as an original bill for the
purpose of amendment, which shall be
open for amendment at any point and
provides that the amendment process
shall not exceed 2 hours.

The rule allows the chairman of the
Committee of the Whole to accord pri-
ority in recognition to those Members
who have preprinted their amendments
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD prior to
their consideration.
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