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located on the Standing Rock Reservation in 
North Dakota, and serves as a perfect exam-
ple of the many challenges Impact Aid schools 
face in trying to provide a safe and healthy 
learning environment with serverly limited re-
sources. 

The Standing Rock Reservation currently 
suffers from staggering unemployment rates 
and overall economic depression. A quality 
education is critical in ensuring that the chil-
dren on this reservation escape a life of pov-
erty. As in all federally impacted schools, a 
quality education for children at Cannonball 
depends upon the willingness of the federal 
government to fulfill the responsibility to it ac-
knowledged in 1950. 

For the past several years, however, the 
federal government’s commitment to Impact 
Aid has fallen short of meeting the most basic 
needs of these students. As a result of inad-
equate construction funding, Cannonball has 
fallen into despair. Storage rooms have been 
converted to makeshift classrooms and entire 
portions of the building have been con-
demned. Students and teachers are often 
forced to move from classroom to classroom 
to dodge the stench of sewer back-up that 
permeates through the building. I have walked 
the halls of Cannonball Elementary and have 
found the conditions these children face on a 
day-to-day basis to be simply deplorable.

Cannonball Elementary and federally im-
pacted schools like it across the country find 
themselves in a kind of ‘‘Catch 22’’ when try-
ing to keep up with their construction needs. 
Although these schools depend upon the fed-
eral government to fund their construction 
needs, current funding is barely sufficient to 
cover the daily operating expenses of Impact 
Aid schools, and repair needs have become 
increasingly desperate. Last year, a mere $10 
million was allocated to section 8007, the Im-
pact Act school construction account. More-
over, $3 million of the $10 million appropriated 
for section 8007 was earmarked for special 
projects. The remaining Impact Act schools 
were left with the balance—only $7 million to 
address all construction and renovation needs 
for over 1,600 schools. 

The Cannonball School relies on federal Im-
pact Air funds to meet its repair needs, and 
when that funding is not adequate, the school 
literally has no other source of funds. The 
‘‘Catch-22’’ for schools like Cannonball is that 
when Impact Aid funding is insufficient, they 
are left out in the cold because they lack a 
property tax base and the capacity to pass 
school construction bonds to support urgent 
repairs. Several other districts in North Da-
kota, including Minot and Grand Forks Air 
Force Base school districts, also face the 
same problem. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that the legislation we 
will vote on today offer great hope that the 
Cannonball school and others can finally ad-
dress their urgent needs. Specifically, H.R. 
3616 would create a new section 8007(b) 
within the Impact Air program to fund urgent 
school modernization projects. Under this leg-
islation, an individual school district could re-
ceive a grant of up to $3 million any time dur-
ing the five-year authorization period. In order 
to make the federal funds go farther, the bill 
also required districts to provide matching 
funds, but allows for in-kind contributions to 
count towards the match. 

This provision of H.R. 3616 is based on the 
Federally Impacted School Improvement Act 
legislation Representative HAYWORTH (R–AZ) 
and I introduced last year. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank Representative 
HAYWORTH and other members of the House 
Impact Aid Coalition for their role in the inclu-
sion of section 8007 (b) in this legislation. I 
would also like to recognize John Forkenbrock 
in Brady King of the National Association of 
Federally Impacted Schools Association 
(NAFIS) for their tireless advocacy on behalf 
of Impact Aid school districts across the coun-
try. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
Representative KILDEE, (D–MI), the Ranking 
Member of the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce. Our success today is due in no 
small part to Mr. KILDEE’s vocal support of the 
inclusion of a school modernization provision 
in H.R. 3616. On behalf of the students of 
Cannonball Elementary and thousands like 
them across the country, I would like to ex-
press my gratitude to Mr. KILDEE for his dedi-
cation to improving the educational opportuni-
ties of our children. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote in favor of this important legislation, 
which would help federally impacted schools 
across the country provide a quality education 
in a safe, healthy, learning environment.

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, I 
am in strong support of the Impact Aid pro-
gram. Impact Aid is one of the oldest federal 
education programs, dating back to 1950. Im-
pact Aid compensates local educational agen-
cies, LEAs, for the substantial and continuing 
financial burden resulting from federal activi-
ties. These activities include federal ownership 
of certain lands, thus taking the land off the 
tax roles, as well as the enrollment in LEAs of 
children of parents who work and/or live on 
federal land. The federal government provides 
compensation because these activities deprive 
LEAs of the ability to collect property or sales 
taxes from these individuals, for example 
members of the Armed Forces living on mili-
tary bases, even though the LEAs are obli-
gated to provide free public education to their 
children. Thus, Impact Aid is a federal pay-
ment to a school district intended to make up 
for a loss of local tax revenue due to the pres-
ence of non-taxable federal property. 

Impact Aid is one of the only federal edu-
cation programs where the funds are sent di-
rectly to the school district, and thus there is 
almost no bureaucracy. In addition, these 
funds go into the general fund, and may be 
used as the local school district decides. As a 
result, the funds are used for the education of 
all students, and there is no rake-off by states 
or the federal government to fund bureaucrats. 

Nationwide, there are approximately 1,500 
federally impacted school districts that are 
educating 1.3 million federal children. In Okla-
homa, there are 287 Oklahoma school districts 
with federal property. A total of 258,914 stu-
dents are enrolled in Oklahoma’s Federally 
Impacted Schools. The fourth district of Okla-
homa is home to three military bases. There-
fore, Oklahoma is comprised of students who 
are military children, children living in Indian 
lands, children residing in federal Low Rent 
Housing projects, children whose civilian par-
ents work on federal property, but do not live 

on federal property, and children who are spe-
cial education students. Considering the stag-
gering number of federally impacted children, 
it is abundantly clear that the federal govern-
ment has an obligation to federally impacted 
schools. 

By increasing its support, the federal gov-
ernment can assist these schools in providing 
a quality education to thousands of children 
across the country. Therefore, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in reauthorizing the Impact 
Aid Program. Millions of students depend on 
the Impact Aid program for a quality edu-
cation. Let’s not disappoint them. 

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PEASE). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. GOODLING) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 3616, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill, 
as amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table.

f 

SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING 
IN-SCHOOL PERSONAL SAFETY 
PROGRAMS 
Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 309) ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress with 
regard to in-school personal safety edu-
cation programs for children. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 309

Whereas there were more than 84,000 con-
firmed cases of sexual abuse in the United 
States in 1997 and 90 percent of the victims 
under 12 years old knew their offender; 

Whereas 867,129 individuals were reported 
missing in 1999 and 85 to 90 percent of these 
missing persons were children; 

Whereas according to Department of Jus-
tice research, there are approximately 114,000 
nonfamily abductions in any one-year pe-
riod; 

Whereas a central element of the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children’s 
(NCMEC) congressionally mandated mission 
is to prevent the victimization of children; 

Whereas NCMEC examined the state of 
child safety education in the United States, 
focusing on what works and what does not; 

Whereas nearly every primary and sec-
ondary school in the Nation conducts some 
sort of child safety education program, but 
NCMEC concluded that most such child safe-
ty programs were inadequate to promote per-
sonal safety for children; 

Whereas guidelines, such as those devel-
oped by NCMEC, will help ensure that edu-
cators and child-serving organizations have 
the best possible tools and information to 
make decisions regarding child safety cur-
riculum selection and development; and 

Whereas child safety guidelines should be 
developed in collaboration with leading edu-
cational, public policy, and child-serving or-
ganizations and the NCMEC’s guidelines 
have been endorsed and are supported by 
many such organizations: Now, therefore, be 
it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That—
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(1) it is the sense of the Congress that 

States should encourage their primary and 
secondary schools to implement quality 
child safety curricula so that each child re-
ceives instruction that is positive, com-
prehensive, and effective; and 

(2) the Congress recognizes the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children’s 
‘‘Guidelines for Programs to Reduce Child 
Victimization’’ as one of the tools to guide 
the selection of quality child safety pro-
grams when local schools develop such pro-
grams. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Delaware (Mr. CASTLE) and the gentle-
woman from Hawaii (Mrs. MINK) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on this 
resolution, H. Con. Res. 309. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Delaware? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H. Con. Res. 309, expressing the sense 
of Congress with regard to in-school 
personal safety education programs for 
children. 

I introduced this resolution along 
with the founder and chairman of the 
House missing and exploited children’s 
caucus, the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
LAMPSON), to help focus our attention 
on the important issue of child safety. 
I am sure we have all seen the posters, 
the fliers and the special news reports 
on children who have been abducted 
from their families or who have been 
otherwise harmed by the adults in 
their lives. 

In fact, in 1997, there were more than 
84,000 confirmed cases of sexual abuse 
in the United States, and 90 percent of 
the children who were under 12 years 
knew their offender. And, according to 
the Department of Justice, there were 
nearly 114,000 nonfamily abductions 
just last year. I believe that these sta-
tistics point to the desperate need for 
comprehensive, age-appropriate safety 
programs to reduce the rate of victim-
ization among our children. And be-
cause children can learn a great deal in 
the classroom about basics of personal 
safety, schools have increasingly be-
come the center of our prevention ef-
forts. Yet according to a recent survey, 
while nearly every primary and sec-
ondary school in the Nation conducts 
some sort of child safety education pro-
gram, most programs are inadequate to 
actually prevent victimization and pro-
mote personal safety. 

For this reason, H. Con. Res. 309 does 
two things. First, it expresses the sense 
of Congress that States should encour-
age their primary and secondary 

schools to implement child safety cur-
ricula so that each child receives in-
struction that is positive, comprehen-
sive and effective. 

Second, the resolution recognizes the 
National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children’s guidelines for pro-
grams to reduce child victimization as 
one of the tools to guide the selection 
of quality child safety programs. I hold 
up a copy of this. This is as good and as 
substantive a document as I have read. 
I would encourage every office to get 
hold of a copy of that.

b 1645 
As the Nation’s preeminent resource 

for programs and materials to prevent 
child victimization, the National Cen-
ter for Missing and Exploited Children 
is often asked to endorse specific pro-
grams and provide guidance to schools, 
community groups and individuals who 
are trying to choose among different 
child safety programs. Although the 
National Center does not endorse spe-
cific products or programs, they re-
cently completed a comprehensive as-
sessment of available education mate-
rials, and they have developed guide-
lines, as I have already shown, to help 
parents and educators identify and im-
plement quality child safety programs. 
Their criteria was developed in collabo-
ration with experts from the fields of 
education and law enforcement, and 
they are now supported by a number of 
organizations, including the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, the National 
Association of Elementary School 
Principals, the National Association of 
Attorneys General, the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of America, and many others. 

I believe their products, the guide-
lines to reduce child victimization, is 
one way to help ensure that the child 
safety programs are locally designed, 
but that they are also effective in in-
creasing our children’s ability to recog-
nize and avoid potentially dangerous 
situations. 

In closing, I hope all Members will 
join with me to support the National 
Center throughout the month of May 
and help us picture our lost children 
home. For these children, school-based 
safety programs may be too late, but 
we can take a few moments to view the 
pictures of missing children on the Na-
tional Center’s web site and return 
these children to their families’ loving 
embrace. In the meantime, we can pass 
this resolution and encourage our 
schools and our educators to obtain the 
necessary tools to help our children 
avoid a similar fate. 

I would like to thank the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) again for his 
efforts and involvement with child 
safety issues, and I would encourage 
the adoption of this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. 
Con. Res. 309, bipartisan legislation in-
troduced by the gentleman from Dela-
ware (Mr. CASTLE) and the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) in support 
of guidelines issued by the National 
Center on Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren on child safety and abuse pro-
grams. 

One of the most important concerns 
for parents today is the safety of their 
children. Whether they are walking to 
school, riding bicycles around town, or 
even going to the mall, children need 
to be aware of their surroundings and 
cautious about contact with adults 
they do not know. Since 357,000 child 
abductions happen every year, these 
issues are critical to our families and 
our communities. 

The resolution that the House is con-
sidering today recognizes the National 
Center’s guidelines as one of several 
tools that should guide the selection of 
child safety programs, particularly in 
our schools. Specifically, the guide-
lines provide background information 
as a general framework to assist 
schools, communities and individuals 
in choosing, implementing and evalu-
ating programs to prevent and reduce 
child abuse and to generally promote 
child safety. It does not endorse or rec-
ommend specific programs or methods, 
but does describe practices and tech-
niques which appear to be most effec-
tive in attaining the goals of these pro-
grams. 

Clearly, this guide can be an essen-
tial tool for school districts seeking to 
improve child safety programs and to 
reduce child abuse. We need to estab-
lish programs that provide useful infor-
mation to children, encourage self-con-
fidence and teach assertiveness skills 
so that they can recognize danger and 
avoid abduction. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I want to 
congratulate again both the gentleman 
from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE) and the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) 
for their conscientious efforts and for 
collaborating together on a bipartisan 
basis and bringing this resolution for 
consideration by the House today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
GOODLING), Chairman of the Committee 
on Education and the Workforce. 

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I also 
rise today in support of H. Con. Res. 
309, expressing the sense of Congress 
with regard to in-school personal safe-
ty education programs for children. 
You have heard the horrible statistics 
as the subcommittee chair recited 
them. I would add one more to those. 
As I drive behind school buses and no-
tice every time they stop and see chil-
dren jump off and run across in front of 
that bus without looking either way, 
assuming that the cars are going to 
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stop as they are supposed to, but each 
year we read about the number of cars 
that do not stop, unfortunately. 

H. Con. Res. 309 will help draw atten-
tion to these devastating statistics 
that are so drastically impacting our 
Nation’s young people and make infor-
mation available regarding personal 
safety education programs to schools 
across the country. 

The resolution is simple and 
straightforward. First, it states the 
sense of Congress that States should 
encourage their primary and secondary 
schools to implement quality child 
safety curricula so that each child re-
ceives instruction that is positive, 
comprehensive and effective. Let me be 
clear about this point: H. Con. Res. 309 
does not promote a specific child safety 
curriculum. It simply says that States 
should encourage their schools to im-
plement locally appropriate child safe-
ty education programs. 

Second, this resolution recognizes 
the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children and their guidelines 
for programs to reduce child victimiza-
tion as one of the tools to guide the se-
lection of quality child safety pro-
grams when local schools develop such 
programs. 

The National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children is a nonprofit orga-
nization that serves as a focal point in 
providing assistance to parents, chil-
dren, law enforcement, schools and the 
community in recovering missing chil-
dren and raising public awareness 
about ways to help prevent child ab-
duction, molestation and sexual exploi-
tation. Their mission is twofold: The 
Center works to find missing children, 
and they try to prevent future victim-
ization of children. To prevent the vic-
timization of children, the Center ar-
gues that every child should receive in-
structions on personal safety that are 
positive, comprehensive and effective. 

The National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children examined the state 
of child safety education in the United 
States. On a positive note, they found 
that nearly every primary and sec-
ondary school in the Nation conducts 
some sort of child safety education pro-
gram. Unfortunately, the Center con-
cluded that most of these child safety 
programs were inadequate to promote 
successful personal safety for children. 

The Center does not endorse specific 
products or programs. However, be-
cause of their examination of child 
safety programs, they have developed 
guidelines for educational programs in 
the hope that educators and parents 
will use these criteria to review pro-
posed programs. These guidelines are 
not legal standards and they are not 
community-specific. They are simply 
intended to provide a framework for 
communities when selecting safety 
programs and making curriculum deci-
sions. 

The National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children guidelines came 

about as a result of exhaustive re-
search and significant experience in 
the field of child safety. These guide-
lines argue that training and edu-
cational materials proposed for use by 
schools and organizations that serve 
children should, first, be based on ac-
cepted educational theories, be appro-
priate for the age and educational and 
developmental levels of the child, offer 
concepts that will help children build 
self-confidence in order to better han-
dle and protect themselves in all types 
of situations, have multiple program 
components that are repeated several 
years in a row, and utilize qualified 
presenters who use role-playing behav-
ioral rehearsal feedback and active 
participation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reiterate that H. Con. 
Res. 309 does not endorse a child safety 
curriculum from Washington. Rather, 
it urges schools to consider child safety 
guidelines when selecting or creating a 
localized curriculum. We are not trying 
to assert local control of education; we 
are merely trying to help ensure that 
educators and child-serving organiza-
tions have access to and consider avail-
able information in making decisions 
regarding the development of child 
safety education programs. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
Delaware (Mr. CASTLE), the Chairman 
of the Subcommittee on Early Child-
hood, Youth and Families, for intro-
ducing this legislation, and I also want 
to commend the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. LAMPSON) for his yeoman work in 
helping to ensure a safer world for our 
Nation’s youth. I urge my colleagues to 
support H. Con. Res. 309.

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, I 
am pleased to yield 4 minutes to the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. LAMPSON), 
who has demonstrated tremendous 
leadership on this whole issue of miss-
ing and unaccounted for children. The 
gentleman has been on the floor and 
has done so much to awaken the con-
sciousness of the Members of this 
Chamber, and, through us, the rest of 
the country. 

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman from Hawaii for 
yielding me time, and for both you and 
the gentleman from Delaware (Mr. 
CASTLE) for all the hard work that you 
and many others have done on this par-
ticular issue. 

It was about April of 1997 that I be-
came involved with what became the 
Congressional Caucus on Missing and 
Exploited Children, and that happened 
after a 12-year-old constituent of mine 
was abducted and murdered within my 
district. To date, this bipartisan cau-
cus is one of the largest in the House of 
Representatives, with about 145 Mem-
bers. That is significant. 

The goals of the caucus are threefold: 
First, to build awareness around the 
issue of missing and exploited children 
for the purpose of finding children who 
are currently missing and to prevent 

future abductions; second, to create a 
voice within Congress on the issue of 
missing and exploited children and to 
introduce legislation that would 
strengthen law enforcement, commu-
nity organizing and school-based ef-
forts to address child abduction; third, 
to identify ways to work effectively in 
our districts to address child abduc-
tion. By developing cooperative efforts 
that involve police departments, edu-
cators and community groups, we can 
heighten the level of awareness of this 
issue and pool resources for the pur-
pose of solving outstanding cases and 
preventing future abductions. 

Today’s vote of the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children’s 
Taskforce guidelines meet the objec-
tives that I just stated. I am so pleased 
to be the lead Democrat on this resolu-
tion, with my friend, the gentleman 
from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE). The gen-
tleman from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE) 
has been involved with this issue for 
many years, sponsoring legislation to 
authorize funding for the National Cen-
ter for Missing and Exploited Children, 
which in turn enables the Center to es-
tablish task forces such as its Edu-
cation Standards Task Force in 1999 to 
assess leading research and create 
meaningful guidelines and criteria. 

This resolution urges nationwide im-
plementation of standards-based, high-
quality child safety curricula. Hope-
fully schools across the Nation will fol-
low these guidelines and develop pro-
grams implementing these guidelines, 
while addressing local needs and con-
cerns. 

Personal safety is something many 
young people do not think about. But 
in this rapidly changing and unpredict-
able world, we, as parents, teachers, 
neighbors and coaches, must teach our 
children that they cannot take any-
thing for granted. I would like to em-
phasize that it takes each and every 
one of us, the entire community, to 
keep our kids safe, happy and healthy. 
We cannot bury our heads in the sand 
and ignore these risks. We must act 
and we must educate to save another 
family from the heart-breaking trag-
edy of a child abduction or exploi-
tation. 

Mr. Speaker, I can honestly say this 
issue means more to me than any 
other. Keeping our children safe has be-
come my mission while serving as your 
Congressman. 

Let me conclude by stating that the 
caucus would not be nearly as effective 
in producing innovative legislation and 
helpful district safety workshops with-
out the advice and programs offered by 
the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children. The Center’s out-
reach programs range from helping 
chiefs of police and sheriffs to develop 
fast response plans to reports of miss-
ing children, to educational public 
service campaigns designed to help 
children escape potentially dangerous 

VerDate jul 14 2003 08:51 Sep 17, 2004 Jkt 029102 PO 00000 Frm 00037 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR00\H15MY0.001 H15MY0



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE7846 May 15, 2000
situations, to developing guidelines 
like those we are talking about today. 
These guidelines need to be in every 
school across America. With the pas-
sage of H. Con. Res. 309, they will be. 

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I would just like to say 
in final closing, I cannot thank the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) 
enough for his continuing work on this 
issue, not just this legislation, but he 
truly has been the stalwart in the task 
force dealing with an issue which, as he 
said, is as important to him as any-
thing we are doing in Congress, and I 
think it is to everybody. 

Again, I would point out that this is 
a wonderful pamphlet, it is not a pam-
phlet, it is a little more than that, for 
anybody who has read it. It does not 
advertise any particular program, but 
it is a guideline for programs to reduce 
child victimization, a resource for com-
munities when choosing a program to 
teach personal safety to children. I 
would encourage everybody to get a 
copy of this. You can contact any of 
the offices, I am sure, to get a copy of 
it. I think it is tremendously helpful to 
give to your schools back home.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
today I support H. Con. Res. 309 that ex-
presses the sense of the Congress with re-
gard to in school personal safety education 
programs for children. 

I applaud Congressman CASTLE and Con-
gressman LAMPSON’s leadership on bringing 
this issue to the forefront. 

As this resolution states, we as parents and 
leaders in our communities must encourage 
primary and secondary schools to implement 
quality child guidelines on how to protect 
themselves from abuse. 

Unfortunately, the National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children has concluded that 
most child safety programs are inadequate to 
promote personal safety for children. 

It is estimated that instances of child abuse 
and neglect are over three times greater than 
what is reported to authorities. Already more 
than 3 million American children annually are 
reported as suspected victims of child abuse 
and neglect and children every day are 
abused. This amounts to a child abused every 
10 seconds in this country. 

In 1999, there were 867,129 confirmed 
missing individuals with around 90 percent of 
these being children. 

Further, it is reported that in 1997 there 
were 84,000 confirmed cases of sexual abuse 
in the United States whereas 90 percent of 
these victims, who were under 12, knew of 
their offender. 

In my district alone, there were 6,064 cases 
of child abuse or neglect in the Harris County 
area. That amounts to almost 30 percent of 
the children in my district being abused or ne-
glected. In the State of Texas we have 44,532 
children who have been abused or neglected. 

In a Children’s Task Force meeting I at-
tended sponsored by my colleague Mr. 

LAMPSON, Mr. Ernie Allen, president of the Na-
tional Center further explained that the current 
school programs are dysfunctional because 
most abductions and abuse of children are the 
result of a known relative or family friend. 
Thus, the ‘‘Don’t Talk to Stranger’’ campaign 
supported by most programs, fails to educate 
children about potential dangers in the home 
as well. 

That is why I already support national orga-
nizations like Childhelp USA, and local organi-
zations like Initiatives for Children in Houston 
which are helped educate both parents and 
children about child abuse and are instru-
mental in preventing future social problems re-
lated to child abuse. 

I support this Resolution recognizing the Na-
tional Center for Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren. Since, The National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children has already recently 
released research-based guidelines to assist 
schools as they select curricula aimed at re-
ducing crimes against youth and I urge this 
Congress to pass this resolution in support of 
these guidelines.

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I am in 
strong support of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 309, the sense of Congress with regard to 
in-school personal safety education programs 
for children. I want to thank my colleagues 
from Texas, Congressman NICK LAMPSON and 
my colleague from Delaware, Congressman 
MIKE CASTLE for their leadership on this impor-
tant issue. The safety of our children should 
be a bipartisan effort, and I am pleased my 
colleagues have worked in cooperation to ad-
vance this important cause. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today with a heavy heart 
to share with my colleagues the mourning that 
is taking place in and around Wake Forest, 
NC in my Congressional District. Four months 
ago, 9-year-old C.J. Wilkerson was reported 
missing from his home community. Month 
after month, friends, family members and even 
perfect strangers have prayed for the safe re-
turn of this little boy with the infectious smile 
who captured the heart of Wake County. Trag-
ically, C.J.’s body was found last week in a 
wooded area in Raleigh. 

As C.J.’s family lays to rest a young boy 
taken from this world far too soon, our 
thoughts and prayers go out to his family, 
friends and the broader community. As the 
former superintendent of North Carolina’s 
schools, I want to call attention to the special 
needs of C.J.’s fellow students at Rolesville 
Elementary School. These children need indi-
vidual attention from caring adults in order to 
come to grips with the trauma of a classmate 
plucked from within their midst. I know that the 
counselors, teachers and leaders of Rolesville 
Elementary have come together in mutual 
support to help our children through this trag-
edy. Schools can play a unique role to help 
children deal with acts of hate that make no 
sense. And schools can and do provide chil-
dren with instruction and resources to keep 
them safe. Mr. Speaker, I know all of my col-
leagues join me in wishing our most sincere 
condolences for the family of C.J. Wilkerson. 
I want to thank my colleagues on the Missing 
and Exploited Children Caucus for their lead-
ership on this issue to protect other commu-
nities from knowing the grief being experi-
enced by those who today mourn C.J. 
Wilkerson. 

Mrs. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PEASE). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Dela-
ware (Mr. CASTLE) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution, H. Con. Res. 309. 

The question was taken. 
Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, on that I 

demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed.

f 

b 1700 

SENSE OF HOUSE ACKNOWL-
EDGING AND HIGHLIGHTING EF-
FORTS OF ARAPAHOE RESCUE 
PATROL OF LITTLETON, CO 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 456) expressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives 
to acknowledge and highlight the ef-
forts of the Arapahoe Rescue Patrol of 
Littleton, CO. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 456

Whereas in 1957 the Arapahoe Rescue Pa-
trol, a non-profit organization that assists 
law enforcement agencies, fire departments 
and search and rescue missions, was estab-
lished; 

Whereas Stan Bush founded this program 
in 1957 to gather volunteers for community 
service to meet in the basement of Fire Sta-
tion 12 in Littleton, Colorado; 

Whereas this group has participated in 43 
years of public service to the Denver metro 
area including: conducting search and rescue 
efforts, assisting in emergencies, and aiding 
in automobile accidents and fires; 

Whereas over a thousand students have 
participated in the program and been in-
volved in 2,226 rescue missions and contrib-
uted countless thousands of hours of commu-
nity service; and 

Whereas the commitment of these youths 
must be recognized to promote positive after 
school activities for today’s young people: 
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House 
of Representatives that the Congress recog-
nizes the Arapahoe Rescue Patrol of Little-
ton, Colorado for its 43 years of service to 
the local community, strong commitment 
from young adults, and selfless acts of com-
munity service to encourage positive outlets 
for young adults, teaching them a sense of 
commitment, responsibility, and belonging, 
all qualities essential to provide youth with 
the tools they need to succeed in the future. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PEASE). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO) 
and the gentlewoman from Hawaii 
(Mrs. MINK) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
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