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So the bill was not passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 853, the legislation just
considered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Iowa?

There was no objection.

——
APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON
H.R. 1654, NATIONAL AERO-

NAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINIS-
TRATION AUTHORIZATION ACT
FOR FISCAL YEARS 2000, 2001,
AND 2002

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the Chair appoints the fol-
lowing conferees on H.R. 1654, to au-
thorize appropriations for the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration
for fiscal years 2000, 2001, and 2002:

Messrs. SENSENBRENNER, ROHR-
ABACHER, WELDON of Florida, HALL of
Texas, and GORDON.

There was no objection.

———

REPORT ON H.R. 4461, DEPART-
MENT OF AGRICULTURE, RURAL
DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG
ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS, 2001

Mr. SKEEN, from the Committee on
Appropriations, submitted a privileged
report (Report No. 106-619) on the bill
(H.R. 4461) making appropriations for
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies for fiscal year 2001, which was
referred to the Union Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule XXI, all points of
order are reserved on the bill.

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
CANADA-UNITED STATES INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection and pursuant to the provi-
sions of 22 U.S.C. 276d, the Chair an-
nounces the Speaker’s appointment of
the following Members of the House to
the Canada-United States Inter-
parliamentary Group, in addition to
Mr. Houghton of New York, chairman,
appointed on February 16, 2000:

Mr. UpTON of Michigan,
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Mr. STEARNS of Florida,

Mr. MANZULLO of Illinois,

Mr. PAYNE of New Jersey,

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota, and
Ms. DANNER of Missouri.

There was no objection.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

——

RESPONSE TO ARGUMENTS
AGAINST PNTR FOR CHINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. STENHOLM) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, I want
to take this 5 minutes to respond to
one of the arguments that I have heard
against permanent normal trade rela-
tions with China.

The argument is that China, its 1.3
billion citizens, and only 7 percent of
the world’s arable land, does not need
United States’ agricultural products.
USDA’s Economic Research Service
and private agricultural commodity
groups believes China will continue to
be a major market for U.S. agricultural
products and that China’s accession to
the WTO will expand that market.

For cotton, China committed to a
tariff-rate quota of 743,000 tons for cot-
ton in the Year 2000, increasing to
894,000 tons in 2004. The within-quota
duty would be 4 percent and the over-
quota duty would decline from 69 per-
cent in 2000 to 40 percent by 2004.
Nonstate trade companies get two-
thirds of that quota, which means we
help avoid the problem we have some-
times had in the past with quotas
going unfilled.

The ERS projects that if China did
not join the WTO, it would import cot-
ton worth $56656 million in 2005. If China
does join, ERS projects that its cotton
imports would increase to $924 million
by 2005.

For corn, China committed to estab-
lish a 4.5 million ton tariff rate quota
in 2000, rising to 7.2 million by 2004.
Here again, ERS projects that China’s
net imports of corn in 2005 will increase
by $5687 million if China joins the WTO.

U.S. corn exports to China have aver-
aged about 47 million over the past 5
years. This will increase.

For wheat, China committed to a tar-
iff rate quota of 7.3 million tons in 2000,
rising to 9.64 million in 2004. ERS
projects that China’s net imports of
wheat in 2005 will increase from $231
million per year to $773 million if it
joins the WTO.

For soybean products, the story goes
on. ERS projects that China’s net im-
ports of soybean products in 2005 will
increase by $180 million if China joins
the WTO.
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