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four is a very unlucky number. Ask the 
Chinese. And the Chinese workers are 
unlucky already because some get only 
three cents an hour pay for their work. 

This bill is bad luck for the United 
States, and it is bad luck for China. 
Vote against PNTR. 

f 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE 
FOR SENIORS 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, not long 
ago, news anchor Tom Brokaw wrote a 
book in which he called today’s seniors 
the greatest generation. After all, it 
was today’s seniors who saw this coun-
try through the Depression and fought 
to save the world from Nazi aggression. 

Mr. Speaker, no American and no 
senior, those who have served this 
country so well for so many years, 
should ever have to choose between 
putting food on the table and taking 
the medicine their doctor has pre-
scribed. But today’s advanced medica-
tions are expensive. 

The Republicans in the House have a 
plan to modernize Medicare by adding 
a prescription drug plan. This plan is 
fair, sensible and necessary. Under this 
plan, seniors will be able to choose the 
coverage that best suits their needs. It 
will protect seniors from high out-of-
pocket costs and be completely vol-
untary. The President and the minor-
ity party in Congress owe it to our sen-
iors to stop the politics of fear and to 
support this bill.

f 

FOOD OR MEDICINE? 

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, after a 
lifetime of hard work, our senior citi-
zens should be able to enjoy their gold-
en years. But unfortunately, instead of 
enjoying their retirement, the rising 
cost of prescription drugs forces many 
seniors to choose between putting food 
on the table or buying lifesaving medi-
cations. Forcing seniors into this type 
of decision is wrong and it must stop. 

The Republicans have brought for-
ward a responsible, common sense pre-
scription drug plan that provides our 
seniors access to affordable prescrip-
tion drugs. Under the Republican pro-
posal, seniors will have the power to 
choose prescription drug plans that 
best fit their needs instead of being 
forced into the Democrats’ inefficient, 
dangerous, big-government, price con-
trol scheme. The Republican plan 
assures that no senior citizen or dis-
abled American will have to choose be-
tween food and medicine again. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the admin-
istration’s dangerous one-size-fits-all, 

government-dictated drug scheme 
which fails to meet the needs of our 
seniors.

f 

WHO IS LYING ABOUT WACO? 

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, who 
is lying about Waco? Scientist Carl 
Ghigliotti said the FBI lied, that they 
did fire automatic weapons into the 
burning building. But Vector Data Sys-
tems of England said the FBI did not 
lie. Two scientific groups totally dis-
agree. 

But something stinks. Vector gets 
hundreds of millions of dollars in con-
tracts from the FBI. Carl Ghigliotti 
was just found dead. To boot, FBI 
audio tapes of the burning building are 
now lost. To boot, FBI autopsy reports 
confiscated of victims are now missing. 

Beam me up, Mr. Speaker. This is not 
a Justice Department. This is a cover-
up. We need an investigation. Congress 
should pass H.R. 4105 and put some 
oversight on what is developing into a 
police state in America. 

f 

VOTE NO ON PNTR 

(Mr. HEFLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, every 
year for the last 30 years we have 
granted China most-favored-nation sta-
tus. The presidencies of Reagan, Bush 
and Clinton have all stated that most-
favored-nation status will open China 
to freedom and democracy. Let us look 
at the scorecard a little bit regarding 
this strategy. 

We gave most-favored-nation status 
and they continue their policy of popu-
lation planning with forced abortion. 
We gave most-favored-nation status 
and they continue not to tolerate any 
dissent of any kind. The 
imprisonments, the torture and the 
killings go on. We gave most-favored-
nation status and they continue to try 
to stamp out religion that is not state-
supported religion. We gave most-fa-
vored-nation status and they made 
plans to invade Taiwan. We gave most-
favored-nation status to them and they 
have the biggest buildup of nuclear 
missile development of any country on 
the face of the earth. We gave most-fa-
vored-nation status and they continue 
to occupy Tibet. We gave most-favored-
nation status and they pour money 
into American elections. 

Are we nuts? Can we not learn? 
America sometimes has the reputation 
of being willing to do anything for a 
buck. On this vote, we are set to prove 
that that is true.

CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF 
HONOR AMENDMENT 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I am offer-
ing an amendment to the defense au-
thorization bill that will bring honor 
and distinction to America’s most 
highly decorated veterans. As a vet-
eran myself who served in the 101st 
Airborne Division and 82nd Airborne 
Division, I was surprised to learn that 
the Congressional Medal of Honor 
awarded to our veterans as this Na-
tion’s highest honor for their heroic ef-
forts is made primarily of brass. 

Congress awards its own gold medal 
to distinguished Americans, and this 
medal costs as much as $30,000 and is 
made of solid gold. My amendment 
would replace the brass in the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor we award to 
America’s brave Americans with gold. 

I do not think it is too much of a 
price to pay for our most heroic Ameri-
cans. It would only cost about $2,000 
per medal. Many of the recipients of 
the Medal of Honor already paid the ul-
timate price for our Nation and for our 
freedoms and liberty. We need to re-
member our veterans and think about 
them every day. 

There are more than 25 million vet-
erans in the United States. There are 
more than 3 million veterans in Cali-
fornia. That is why I am holding a vet-
erans’ fair on Saturday recognizing 
veterans. 

Today, I invite my colleagues who 
honor and respect America’s veterans 
to join me in supporting my amend-
ment for a more fitting Medal of Honor 
to individuals.

f 

VETERANS GROUPS OPPOSE PNTR 
(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, almost 
every day a new veterans group comes 
out against PNTR. The Military Order 
of the Purple Heart, chartered by Con-
gress, said yesterday: 

‘‘Speaking as patriots and combat 
wounded veterans, we believe that 
granting PNTR status to China would 
relieve them from the current pressure 
caused by annual congressional review 
of their trade status. 

‘‘Today China represents the most 
dangerous of the emerging threats to 
U.S. national security.’’ 

It goes on to say, ‘‘Many of Amer-
ica’s combat wounded veterans sac-
rificed life and blood to repel Chinese 
aggression during the Korean conflict. 
Fifty years after that war, China re-
mains an unabashedly communistic re-
gime. It is time for China to change if 
she wishes to be a truly welcomed par-
ticipant on the world’s stage. It is also 
time for Congress and the administra-
tion to reflect upon the sacrifices of its 
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