
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE 8121May 17, 2000
combat wounded veterans and ensure 
that China will not once again become 
our enemy. In the view of the Military 
Order of the Purple Heart, this objec-
tive must be reached before PNTR sta-
tus should be granted to China.’’

f 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE 
FOR SENIORS 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, seniors deserve prescription 
drug coverage and Republicans have a 
plan to provide it for them. Last week, 
the Committee on Ways and Means 
Subcommittee on Health had a hearing 
on the President’s prescription drug 
plan. 

As a member of the committee, I was 
pleased to learn there are several ways 
where we can agree. But history must 
not repeat itself. This issue must not 
be used in this election to scare our 
seniors. Scare tactics serve no purpose 
and do not help one senior get the 
drugs they need. 

Republicans are ready to roll up our 
sleeves and give seniors a choice in 
their Medicare prescription drug cov-
erage. I welcome my Democrat col-
leagues and the President to join us in 
this important effort. 

f 

b 1100 

ALL SENIORS SHOULD HAVE A 
PRESCRIPTION DRUG BENEFIT 

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, our sen-
iors are facing skyrocketing prices for 
their prescription drugs. They are 
scared. For millions of seniors, a pre-
scription drug benefit is the difference 
between getting the medicine they 
need for their health and what they 
need to do in order to pay mortgages, 
what they need to pay rent, what they 
need to do to pay for food. That is what 
the decisions are that our seniors are 
making today. They are forced to 
choose between purchasing that medi-
cation and buying groceries. 

The problem with prescription drug 
coverage does not just affect one group 
of seniors. The Republican plan for pre-
scription drugs is to focus on low in-
come seniors, not all seniors. What we 
need to do is to cover all seniors with 
a prescription drug benefit. Prices are 
skyrocketing out of control. According 
to a recent study by Families USA, the 
price of the 50 prescription drugs most 
frequently used by seniors rose by 
twice the rate of inflation in 1999. 

Between 1993 and 1998, the price of 
the average prescription rose 40 per-
cent. The situation imperils our sen-

iors. Let us make sure that all of our 
seniors are covered for prescription 
drug coverage. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL ABDUCTIONS 
MUST BE STOPPED 

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to tell my colleagues the story of 
Sam Ali Tabaja, just one of the 10,000 
American children who have been ab-
ducted to foreign countries. Sam was 
taken to Lebanon by his father Ali 
Ibrahim Tabaja in August of 1997. Sam 
was 3 years old at the time of his ab-
duction. 

Sam’s mother was awarded custody 
of him and allowed his father to visit 
him frequently. A warrant for inter-
national parental kidnapping was 
issued for the father. However, Ali 
Ibrahim Tabaja has a large circle of 
friends and relatives in Lebanon who 
have helped to protect him. Sam’s 
mother, Zohra Tabaja, has traveled to 
Lebanon and was allowed to visit with 
her son for half an hour. During the 
visit, she was surrounded by body-
guards. Zohra has been informed that 
she will never see Sam again, and she 
has heard nothing since her visit. 

The problem of international child 
abduction is a disgrace. We should be 
displaying the same amount of outrage 
for American children that we did for 
Elian Gonzalez. I urge my colleagues to 
support the efforts to bring American 
children back to America, their home 
and their rightful place. Bring H. Con. 
Res. 293 to the floor and bring our chil-
dren home. 

f 

IRANIAN JEWS 

(Mr. DEUTSCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to once again bring notice to 
this Congress of 13 Jews who are ac-
cused of spying in Iran, who have been 
imprisoned for over a year without for-
mally being charged. 

Jews have been living in Iran for 2,700 
years, the oldest Jewish Diaspora com-
munity and the biggest in the Middle 
East after Israel. 

At least 17 Jews have been executed 
in Iran since 1979, most of whom were 
accused of spying for Israel and the 
United States. 

These Jews who have been held have 
had their due process violated, even 
under Iranian law. Thirteen Jews have 
been denied the right to choose their 
own lawyers. Ten of the defendants im-
prisoned for over a year without legal 
representation had lawyers chosen for 
them by the court, after the court re-
jected the lawyers picked by the de-
fendants’ families. Three of the 13 have 

been released on bail but none of the 
others were allowed to consult attor-
neys until hours before the trial 
opened. 

Since that time, the lawyers have 
only had brief periods with their cli-
ents and only the most limited contact 
with their court-appointed attorneys. 
There has been a closed trial. No mem-
bers of the Jewish community dip-
lomats or human rights activists were 
permitted in the courtroom by order of 
the judge. The trial comes amid a 
power struggle between President 
Khatami and the hardliners opposed to 
his social and political reforms. This is 
about hardliners’ opposition rather 
than the actual action of the defend-
ants. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 4205, FLOYD D. SPENCE, 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2001 

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules I call 
up House Resolution 503 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 503
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4205) to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 2001 for 
military activities of the Department of De-
fense and for military construction, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for fiscal 
year 2001, and for other purposes. The first 
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with. 
All points of order against consideration of 
the bill are waived. General debate shall be 
confined to the bill and shall not exceed one 
hour equally divided and controlled by the 
chairman and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Armed Services. After 
general debate the bill shall be considered 
for amendment under the five-minute rule. 

SEC. 2. (a) It shall be in order to consider 
as an original bill for purpose of amendment 
under the five-minute rule the amendment 
in the nature of a substitute recommended 
by the Committee on Armed Services now 
printed in the bill. The committee amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against the committee amendment in the 
nature of a substitute are waived. 

(b) No amendment to the committee 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
shall be in order except those printed in the 
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution or specified by a sub-
sequent order of the House, amendments en 
bloc described in section 3 of this resolution, 
and pro forma amendments offered by the 
chairman or ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Armed Services for the 
purpose of debate. 

(c) Except as specified in section 5 of this 
resolution, each amendment printed in the 
report of the Committee on Rules shall be 
considered only in the order printed in the 
report, may be offered only by a Member des-
ignated in the report, shall be considered as 
read, and shall not be subject to a demand 

VerDate jul 14 2003 09:07 Sep 17, 2004 Jkt 029102 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR00\H17MY0.000 H17MY0


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T11:18:14-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




