
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE 8237May 17, 2000
And after watching China, and I 

know the gentleman from California 
(Chairman DREIER), not only as a Mem-
ber of Congress for a longer period of 
time, but also just his esteemed vision 
of China for quite some time. We know 
that what happens is that when China 
joins this organization of world nations 
that what they will do is then begin to 
have a different agenda and instead of 
it being an adversarial one where, per-
haps, it might manifest itself in the 
use of force, I believe and they believe 
that it will manifest itself to looking 
inward to China. 

The changes I believe and others 
espouse is that foreign or outside pres-
sure will not be that which is the cata-
lyst for change in China. It will be 
what is inside that comes from the peo-
ple, that comes from the heart, which 
comes from their own ingenuity, which 
comes from their own spirit for free-
dom. And if we are able to match our 
can-do attitude, American ingenuity, 
with Chinese desire, we can create a 
catalyst that will change even the 
coldest heart. It is these things that 
America needs to stand for. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time, that is why it is so impor-
tant to recognize that we should not 
considering withdrawing the one good 
thing which is encouraging that reform 
there. It is the Chinese people who are 
going to in fact lift themselves up and 
improve their standard of living so 
that they are able to buy more U.S. 
goods and services, and if we decide 
that we are going to pull up the draw-
bridge and erect some kind of barrier, 
letting the rest of the world into that 
market but cutting the United States 
of America out, we would be, for lack 
of a better term, cutting off our nose to 
spite our face. 

I believe that if we look at a tiny 
spot of 24 million people, the Island of 
Taiwan, known as the Republic of 
China, where Chiang Kai-Shek in the 
latter part of the 1940s, 1949 fled trying 
to get away from the Communism that 
had taken over in China. This is a won-
derful, wonderful spot, and these are 
people who have desperately sought 
and have now been able to successfully 
obtain freedom, and they unfortu-
nately are being targeted often by Bei-
jing, and it is wrong. 

I am a strong supporter of the Tai-
wan Relations Act we passed. And I 
voted for the Taiwan Security Act 
here, but it is important to note that 
the candidate who, according to news 
reports, was the least desirable can-
didate on the part of Beijing was elect-
ed President of Taiwan. His name is 
Chen Shui-bian and he had an inter-
view with the Los Angeles Times the 
morning after his election, and in that 
interview he said that one of the most 
important things that needed to take 
place was for the People’s Republic of 
China to become a member of the 
World Trade Organization. 

Taiwan is, as I say, a small island 
with 24 million people, juxtaposed to 
the nearly 1.3 billion people in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, but they stand 
for the things that we as Americans 
embrace, and something that I like to 
point to is the fact that they are play-
ing a role just as the United States is 
in extending freedom throughout 
China, because there are 46,000 busi-
nesses on the mainland that are owned 
by Taiwanese nationals. 

They, too, are working to pursue 
that, to encourage the people of China, 
to improve their standard of living, so 
they will be able to again be the bene-
ficiaries of the U.S. manufactured 
goods and services which we finally 
achieve as they lower those tariffs and 
live with the rules based trading sys-
tem in China by opening up their mar-
kets for us. 

I think that Ronald Reagan, and I 
was honored to have been elected to 
the Congress the same day he was 
elected President of the United States 
back in 1980, and he said, if we give 
people a taste of freedom, they will 
thirst for more, and that is why when 
I said earlier that the genie is out of 
the bottle, the people of China are get-
ting a taste of freedom, and the techno-
logical changes which have taken place 
here in the United States and through-
out the world have eliminated so many 
of these barriers that existed in the 
past. 

Thank heavens that genie is out of 
the bottle and so they have gotten that 
taste of freedom, and it is obvious that 
the people of China are thirsting for 
more. And so it would be a great dis-
service if we as the greatest Nation on 
the face of the Earth, the symbol of 
freedom for the world were to say you 
go it on your own and we are not going 
to stand up for the principles that 
make this country so great. 

I thank my friend for his very 
thoughtful contribution. I know that 
he is here, and we in about 31⁄2 hours 
are going to be meeting in the Com-
mittee on Rules on the Department of 
Defense authorization bill, and we have 
got lots of work ahead of us. As I said 
at the outset, this is the most impor-
tant vote that we will cast at least in 
this session of Congress. 

I hope very much that the American 
people will understand how key this is 
to our global leadership and the need 
for us to maintain our economic pros-
perity and will urge my colleagues to 
vote in support of it.

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 4205. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HIGH COSTS OF PRESCRIPTION 
DRUGS FOR SENIORS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Maine 
(Mr. ALLEN) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, many of 
my Democratic colleagues tonight are 
headed to Michigan to be with our col-
league, the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. STUPAK) and his family in a mo-
ment of great trial for them. The 
Stupaks have suffered the tragedy 
most feared by all parents. They have 
lost one of their sons, and our thoughts 
and our prayers are with them tonight. 

Mr. Speaker, I am here tonight to 
talk about the problem that many of 
our seniors are facing with the high 
costs of prescription drugs. This is a 
problem that is becoming more and 
more apparent to a majority of Ameri-
cans. 

Seniors in my home district in Maine 
and across the country are finding it 
increasingly difficult to pay for the 
drugs that their doctors tell them they 
have to take. And over the last 2 years, 
as I have listened to people in my dis-
trict, as I have conducted studies in my 
district that show that seniors pay on 
average twice as much for their medi-
cations as the best customers, the 
pharmaceutical companies, that is, the 
big hospitals, the HMOs and the Fed-
eral Government itself through Med-
icaid or the VA, as those studies have 
rolled out first in Maine and then 
around the country, we have had more 
and more correspondence, more and 
more phone calls from people who say 
they simply cannot do it any more. 

They cannot take their medication 
because they cannot afford their medi-
cation. I have had letters from women 
who tell me I do not want my husband 
to know, but I am not taking my pre-
scription medication, because he is 
sicker than I am, and we both cannot 
afford to take the medicines that our 
doctors say we must. 

I have had letters from people who 
describe how much they are paying, in 
many cases hundreds of dollars a 
month, when their only income is a So-
cial Security check for $650 a month. 
The math does not work. They cannot 
make it. And I regret to say that the 
response in this Congress has not been 
fast enough. It has not been quick 
enough to deal with this particular 
problem. 

Part of the answer lies in the tremen-
dous power of the pharmaceutical in-
dustry, this industry which has done so 
much good in this country, developed 
new medicines that prolong lives, that 
enhance the quality of life for so many 
people in this country, if, and only if, 
they can afford to take the medication 
that the industry has developed. 
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