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were a pre-literate society. They had no writ-
ten language in use when the United States
recruited them during the Vietnam War. The
best symbol of why H.R. 371 is necessary is
the Hmong “story cloth,” the Pandau cloth,
that is their embroidered cloth record of impor-
tant historical events and oral traditions.

| approve of the Senate language which
simply states that the Attorney General “may
consider any documentation provided by orga-
nizations maintaining records with respect to
Hmong veterans or their families.” | am also
gratified that it was made clear in the other
body that the dropping of the Lao Veterans of
America does not reflect adversely on that or-
ganization.

| join Chairman SMITH in commending Lao
Veterans of America for its tireless efforts for
the Hmong. | too also commend our col-
league, the gentleman from Minnesota, Mr.
VENTO, for his sponsorship of this legislation
and urge my colleagues to pass it.

The Hmong were critical to the American
war strategy in S.E. Asia—especially the U.S.
air strategy. Mr. Speaker this legislation pro-
vides for the expedited naturalization of
Hmong veterans of the U.S. Secret Army cur-
rently residing in the United States (as legal
aliens) who served with U.S. clandestine and
special forces during the Vietham War by al-
lowing them to take the citizenship test with a
translator since the Hmong are a tribal people
with no written language, thus relying solely
on the “story cloths”. The bill is capped at
45,000, in terms of the total of number of
Hmong veterans, their widows and orphans
who currently reside in the United States who
would fall under the legislation. This cap is
supported by the Hmong veterans in the
United States and is considered to be a gen-
erous cap. | support this legislation to provide
relief to the Hmong heroes.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, The Hmong
Veterans’ Naturalization Act of 1999, was in-
troduced by Representative VENTO. It provides
long overdue assistance for the naturalization
requirements of U.S. citizenship to a valiant
group of people who fought for our country
many years ago. Between 130,000 and
150,000 Laotian Hmong have entered the
United States as refugees since 1975. Many
have found it difficult to naturalize because of
cultural obstacles to learning how to read
English. This is due in part to the fact that the
culture of the Hmong did not include a written
form of their language until recent decades.

H.R. 371 would exempt the Hmong natu-
ralization applicants from the English language
requirements if they have served with special
guerrilla units or irregular forces operating
from bases in Laos in support of the United
States during the Vietnam War (or were
spouses or widows of such persons on the
day on which such persons applied for admis-
sion as refugees).

This legislation passed the House by voice
vote on May 2 and | have no problem with the
Senate amendments concerning the certifi-
cation requirement which were technical in na-
ture.

Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of the Senate amended H.R. 371, The Hmong
Veterans Naturalizaton Act.

| would like to thank the distinguished gen-
tleman from Texas, Representative, LAMAR
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SMITH for his leadership throughout this proc-
ess and his support on the House floor today.
In addition, | would like to acknowledge the ef-
forts of Senator PATRICK LEAHY, Senator RUSS
FEINGOLD, Senator PAUL WELLSTON, and Sen-
ator HERB KOHL. Their support and determina-
tion in working out the final language of the bill
helped secure passage of H.R. 371 last week
in the Senate. Moreover, | would like to men-
tion the support of the Lao Veterans of Amer-
ica, the largest Lao-Hmong organization in the
nation, which has been actively working on
this legislation for over 10 years.

Today, we finally honor the Lao-Hmong pa-
triots for their sacrifice and service to the
United States during the Vietnam War. It has
been twenty-five years since the fall of Saigon
and the last American troops pulled out of
Southeast Asia. Events that have been relived
these past months, harsh memories of Viet-
nam that are unpleasant to all Americans.
While the Vietnam War is over for America,
the plight of our friends and allies within this
region and Laos must be remembered.

Lao-Hmong soldier, as young as ten years
old, were recruited, fought and died along side
58,000 U.S. soldiers, sailors, and airmen in
Vietnam. As a result of their bravery and loy-
alty to the U.S., the Lao-Hmong were trag-
ically over run by the Communist forces and
lost their homeland and status in Laos after
the Vietnam War. Between 10,000 and 20,000
Lao-Hmong were killed in combat-related inci-
dents and over 100,000 had to flee to refugee
camps and other nations to survive.

In the Minnesota area today, approximately
60,000 Lao-Hmong know the Minnesota re-
gion as their new home. Many of the older
Lao-Hmong patriots who made it to the U.S.
are separated from their family members and
have had a difficult time adjusting to many as-
pects of life and culture in the U.S., including
passing aspects of the required citizenship
test. Learning to read in English has been the
greatest obstacle for the Lao-Hmong because
written characters in the Hmong language
have only been introduced in recent years. In
addition, their long participation and service to
U.S. forces in the Southeast Asian military
conflict significantly disrupted any chance Lao-
Hmong patriots may have had to learn a writ-
ten language.

The Hmong Veterans Naturalization Act
would help the process of family reunification
and finally ease the adjustment of the Lao-
Hmong into our U.S. society. Specifically H.R.
371 would waive the English language re-
quirement for Lao-Hmong who served in spe-
cial Guerrilla Units in Laos during the Vietnam
War. This legislation would effect individuals
who today reside legally in the United States.
It would not open new immigration channels
nor would the bill give the Lao-Hmong vet-
eran’s status to make them eligible for veteran
benefits. Moreover, the bill establishes strict
criteria for approval and sets a cap of 45,000
to who may benefit from this legislation.

This is an historic opportunity to recognize
and in some small way honor the loyalty and
address a key problem of the older Lao-
Hmong family members who are continuing to
have a difficult time adjusting to life here in the
USA. Fortunately, there is something positive
we can do to help the process of family reuni-
fication and finally ease the adjustment of
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Hmong into U.S. society. It is time to move
forward with action and grant citizenship to the
Lao-Hmong patriots—who have after all
passed a more important test than a language
test. They risked their lives for American val-
ues and to save U.S. service personnel.

The Lao-Hmong people stood honorably by
the United States at a critical time in our Na-
tion’s history. Today, we should stand with the
Lao-Hmong in their struggle to become U.S.
citizens and to live a good life in the United
States. The Lao-Hmong already passed the
hardest test of their lives in service to the
United States. Now, their dedication and serv-
ice deserves proper recognition.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the original request of the
gentleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 371.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

PRIVATE MORTGAGE INSURANCE
TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS AND
CLARIFICATION ACT

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3637) to amend the Homeowners
Protection Act of 1998 to make certain
technical corrections.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3637

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Private
Mortgage Insurance Technical Corrections
and Clarification Act”.

SEC. 2. CHANGES IN AMORTIZATION SCHEDULE.

(a) TREATMENT OF ADJUSTABLE RATE MORT-
GAGES.—The Homeowners Protection Act of
1998 (12 U.S.C. 4901 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 2—

(A) in paragraph (2)(B)(i), by striking ‘‘am-
ortization schedules’ and inserting ‘‘the am-
ortization schedule then in effect’’;

(B) in paragraph (16)(B), by striking ‘‘am-
ortization schedules’ and inserting ‘‘the am-
ortization schedule then in effect’’;

(C) by redesignating paragraphs (6)
through (16) (as amended by the preceding
provisions of this paragraph) as paragraphs
(8) through (18), respectively; and

(D) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘“(6) AMORTIZATION SCHEDULE THEN IN EF-
FECT.—The term ‘amortization schedule then
in effect’ means, with respect to an adjust-
able rate mortgage, a schedule established at
the time at which the residential mortgage
transaction is consummated or, if such
schedule has been changed or recalculated, is
the most recent schedule under the terms of
the note or mortgage, which shows—
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