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others at a Los Angeles Jewish community
center, and less than two months ago in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania the murder of five people
including an African American man, a Jewish
woman, two Asian Americans and an Indian
man. And these are just the incidents that
made the headlines. We never even hear
about the thousands of other hate crimes that,
for whatever reason, go uncovered by the
media or are not reported to law enforcement
officials.

As elected leaders, it is incumbent upon us
to set an example not just in expressing our
outrage about these crimes, but by putting
new teeth into our anti-hate crime law enforce-
ment activities. The Hate Crimes Prevention
Act would ensure that hate crime protections
are extended to all Americans and would pro-
vide resources to local law enforcement agen-
cies who must investigate and prosecute hate
crimes in their communities. We must take this
important step to send the message that no
one should have to live in fear simply for
being who they are.

In fact, we came very close the past two
years to getting the Hate Crimes Protection
Act enacted but could not in the face of Re-
publican Leadership opposition. So, once
again, | call upon them to drop their opposition
and allow Hate Crimes Protection Act sup-
porters to have the opportunity to make their
case on the House floor and pass this critical
legislation. Continued inaction is a disgrace to
the memory of all hate crimes victims and to
their families. It is also a disgrace upon us and
who we are as a people.

———

THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF WEST
POINT LAKE AND DAM IN TROUP
COUNTY, GEORGIA

HON. BOB BARR

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2000

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is my
distinct honor today to recognize the West
Point Dam and Lake Project in West Point,
Georgia. On June 17, 2000, the U.S. Corps of
Engineers will celebrate the 25th anniversary
of the West Point Dam and Lake Project.

Construction of the West Point Dam and
Lake Project was authorized by the Flood
Control Act of 1962, for the purposes of flood
control, hydroelectric power, recreation, fish
and wildlife development and downstream
navigation. Later, water quality was added as
an authorized project purpose. The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers began construction of the
project in December 1965. Impoundment of
the lake began in October of 1974, and the
project was dedicated with a formal ceremony
held at the dam on June 7, 1975.

West Point Project continues to provide sub-
stantial benefits to the region. It protects resi-
dences and businesses along the Chattahoo-
chee River downstream from flooding, and
provides low-cost electric power during peri-
ods of peak demand. It also provides a water
source for downstream navigation along the
Apalachicola, Chattahoochee, Flint Rivers Wa-
terway.

There are over 10,000 acres of intensively
managed wildlife habitat on the lake, as well
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as 38 public recreational areas for the outdoor
enthusiast. The lake hosts an average of over
2 million visitors each year who come to enjoy
multiple recreational opportunities such as
camping, boating, picnicking, fishing, hunting,
and more. It provides an enhanced quality of
life to those who live on or near its shoreline.

West Point Project’s 25-year history of pub-
lic service is worthy of commemoration. It has
been a pleasure to work closely with the citi-
zens and authorities who keep West Point
Lake and Dam Project in excellent condition.

The true spirit of public service and co-
operation at West Point Lake is exemplified by
the West Point Lake Task Force, chaired by
Ken Manning and co-chaired by Dr. Art Hol-
brook and Dr. Harry McGinnis. The Task
Force provides a vital, credible, and active av-
enue for constituents of the Seventh District to
bring matters of concern to the attention of the
Corps of Engineers. This group has also
served our community by providing beneficial
information to help as we strive to understand
the complexities of this most valuable natural
resource.

The cooperative spirit in which the Corps of
Engineers works with our Task Force and with
the local government, is exemplified by Eddie
Sosebee in LaGrange, Colonel David Nor-
wood in Mobile, Alabama, and Dr. Joseph
Westphal, Assistant Secretary of the Army, in
Washington, D.C.

———

HONORING THEODORE AND
MAXINE ALBERS

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 7, 2000

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this moment to honor Theodore and Max-
ine Albers for being recognized by the Mesa
County Civic Forum for their lifetime of con-
tributions to Mesa County. The Civic Forum’s
mission is to promote citizen influence regard-
ing the important issues affecting Mesa Coun-
ty’s quality of life through better under-
standing, objective, non-partisan dialogue, and
support for citizen action. Without question,
Theodore and Maxine have upheld this mis-
sion to its fullest extent and are distinguished
role models that every citizen should seek to
emulate.

Theodore and Maxine have a longstanding
record of reaching out to the Grand Junction
community. They have played an active role in
numerous community organizations throughout
their years as residents in the area. Together,
they have worked in both the public and pri-
vate sectors of the local economy and, most
notably, have been extremely influential in the
field of education, particularly at Mesa State
College. In 1992, Mesa State College honored
the couple by giving them the Distinguished
Service Award, naming Albers Hall in their
honor and forming the Albers Scholarship
Fund as part of the Mesa State College Foun-
dation.

The former President of Mesa State College
from 1970-74, Theodore currently sits on the
Mesa State College Board of Trustees and is
an active member in such organizations as
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Club 20 and the Lions Club. Maxine served
with great distinction as a Mesa County Com-
missioner from 1974-1988 and today is a
member of the Women’s Foundation of the
Colorado Advisory Council and the Mesa
County Republican Women. These are but a
hand-full of the literally dozens of community
causes to which the Albers have dedicated
their time and energies.

Mr. Speaker, the active role that the Albers
have played in Grand Junction has contributed
immeasurably to the betterment of our com-
munity. The Civic Forum plays a crucial role in
the community and Theodore and Maxine
Albers embody the ideals of service and sac-
rifice that this distinguished organization pro-
motes.

For all these reasons, Mr. Speaker, the
Albers eminently deserve the thanks and
praise of this body. Colorado is clearly a better
place for having known these outstanding
Americans.

IN RECOGNITION OF DOUGLAS
ISCOVITZ

HON. PETER DEUTSCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 8, 2000

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the efforts of Mr. Douglas Iscovitz,
of Weston, Florida. | am very pleased to say
that Douglas was recently named the Florida
Principal of the Year by the Florida Associa-
tion of Secondary Administrators and the Na-
tional Association of Secondary School Prin-
cipals.

The selection process for this distinction is
an arduous one. After having been nominated
for the award, the first-round finalists must
submit paper-work detailing school accom-
plishments; the principal’s track record of deal-
ing with students, staff, and the school; the
principal’s ability to solve academic and social
problems; community involvement; and posi-
tive school climate. After closely examining his
work, it is clear that Douglas’ accomplish-
ments exemplify the tenets espoused by the
Florida Principal of the Year award.

As the Principal of Indian Ridge Middle
School, Douglas has founded new programs
and encouraged students to excel in existing
growth fostering programs. In this sense he
has taken a very active role in his school. His
most meritorious program is the “Write On
America!” project, a project in which students
write to prominent people who have made sig-
nificant contributions to the greatness of our
nation. Requesting an autographed photo, in-
spiring messages, and words of advice, the
“Write on America!” program has proven itself
to be a wonderful way to teach Indian Ridge
Middle School students about history and writ-
ing. It is clear that Douglas’ efforts have made
a lasting impression on those in the school
and in the community as well.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate
Douglas Iscovitz for his extraordinary achieve-
ments and exemplary effort in bettering the In-
dian Ridge Middle School. It is truly an honor
to be named the Florida Principal of the Year,
and it is an honor for the residents of South




10264

Florida to be able to call him one of our own.
Indeed, Douglas has made a remarkable im-
pact on the students at Indian Ridge Middle
School. His accomplishments are something
that both he and the entire state of Florida can
be proud of.

———

PHOTOGRAPHS OF SONAM
ZOKSANG SEEK TO PRESERVE
TIBETAN CULTURE AND IDEN-
TITY

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 8, 2000

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, just a few days
ago in the Cannon Rotunda, we had the
pleasure of viewing a magnificent exhibit of
the photographs of Sonam Zoksang, a Tibetan
photographer who has sought to use his pho-
tographic art and his considerable skill to pre-
serve Tibetan culture and identity.

Sonam Zoksang was born in the small Ti-
betan village of Kyirong, but his parents fled to
India just a month after he was born. He made
the first visit to the country of his birth in 1993
when he was 33 years old. As a result of that
visit, he made it his goal to capture the devas-
tation that his people have experienced on film
for all the world to see. Since that first visit to
Tibet in 1993, he has been compelled to re-
turn each year.

Mr. Speaker, over the last seven years, Mr.
Zoksang has seen the situation in Tibet wors-
en dramatically. The Chinese government has
given incentives to non-Tibetan Han Chinese
to encourage them to move into Tibet, and in-
creasingly this has made Tibetans a minority
in their own land. The growth in Chinese immi-
grants has increased Sonam’s greatest con-
cern for the future of Tibet—the children. He
states that in “addition to all the problems they
have in common with Tibetans in general,
there is little or no educational opportunity for
them in Tibet. Every year hundreds of Tibetan
children risk their lives to escape to India,
crossing the Himalayas on foot in the frigid
winter to taste the air of freedom.”

In  explaining his photographs, Sonam
Zoksang said: “I feel very strongly that many
young Tibetans have no hope, no dreams,
and no future to live for. No Tibetans seem to
be truly happy with their situation, and more-
over, they feel threatened with their very ex-
tinction.” In an effort to preserve the culture of
the Tibetan people, Sonam Zoksang has
risked his life to document the changes taking
place inside Tibet. The Chinese would refuse
him a visa to enter the Country, so he has had
to risk his life and his freedom in order to
record through his photographs the traditional
culture and the rapid and systematic way in
which it is being destroyed.

Mr. Speaker, | invite my colleagues to join
me in paying tribute to Sonam Zoksang for his
outstanding photographs and the great con-
tribution which his work has made to preserve
Tibetan culture and to strengthen the identity
of the Tibetan people.
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TRIBUTE TO HILLTOP—50 YEAR
ANNIVERSARY

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 8, 2000

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to pay tribute to the Hill-
top Community Resources Inc., an organiza-
tion that provides a range of invaluable serv-
ices to the residents of Mesa County who are
in need of special assistance and care, as
they celebrate their 50th birthday. In recogni-
tion of this tremendous landmark and Hilltop’s
considerable efforts to improve life for those
who are less fortunate, | ask my colleagues to
join me in honoring this tremendous organiza-
tion.

Hilltop originated as the Mesa County Soci-
ety for Crippled Children and Adults in 1950,
offering outpatient services for people with dis-
abilities. In the time since, Hilltop has incor-
porated a number of helpful services to assist
its patients with their ailments and needs. Hill-
top creates independent living communities
that provide care and comfort for their citizens
and offer the Elder Care/Assisted Living pro-
gram that ensures elderly residents the oppor-
tunity to stay active in their daily lifestyle with
the assistance of the Hilltop staff. In all, Hilltop
can be credited with helping over 12,000
Mesa County residents a year.

One notable person who has had a dra-
matic impact on the success of Hilltop is its
current Chief Executive Officer, Sally Schae-
fer. Sally has been the driving force behind
Hilltop’s dedicated effort to put forth a helping
hand to needy citizens in the Grand Valley for
nearly two decades. She has initiated numer-
ous outreach programs and, most notably,
created a 158-unit retirement and assisted liv-
ing facility. Ms. Schaefer’'s care and compas-
sion for those in need of assistance is evident
in the effort she has put forth during her ca-
reer at Hilltop. Her hard work and dedication
are emblematic of the role that Hilltop plays in
the Grand Junction community.

Mr. Speaker, it is a wonderful privilege and
honor to salute the 50th anniversary of Hilltop
Community Resources Inc. | am proud to rep-
resent a district that has an organization of
this stature within its boundaries. The invalu-
able services that Hilltop provides bring joy
and dignity to the lives of the less fortunate,
offering them hope and putting a smile on
their face.

TRIBUTE TO DUSTY BUSS

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 8, 2000

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise before
you today to commend Dusty Buss for his ef-
forts that helped save the life of 7-year-old Tia
Creasy. Dusty, a 16-year-old sophomore at
Brown County High School in Mt. Sterling, IL,
was dropping his sister off at school as Cathy
Creasy was dropping off her daughter, Tia, in
front of him.
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As Cathy drove away she was unaware that
Tia’s jacket was caught in the door causing
her to begin dragging her daughter alongside
the car. On seeing this Dusty got out of his
car and was able to get in front of Cathy’s car
before serious injuries could occur.

Dusty did a very honorable and courageous
act. | am very proud of his Good Samaritan at-
titude, which makes him a hero to us all.

————

IN HONOR OF THE WOOD FAMILY,
THE TOWN OF HARRISON, NJ
FAMILY OF THE YEAR

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 8, 2000

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to a great family—a great Amer-
ican family. The Wood family is being honored
as the family of the year by the Town of Har-
rison, New Jersey, and | am very proud to
honor them for their contribution to their com-
munity.

The Harrison Family of the year has its
roots in the Martin family originally from Brook-
lyn, NY and the Wood family originally from
Newark. Robert and Rachel Martin’s family
has lived in the Town of Harrison since 1910,
and William and Esther Wood’s family since
1919.

After Robert and Rachel's daughter, Mar-
garet, met William and Esther’s son, Harold, in
1938, they were married, and began a family.

Harold and Margaret Wood had eight girls
and four boys. Of their twelve children, five
still live in Harrison. Harrison is currently home
to five of Margaret's children, seven grand-
children, and nine great grandchildren. In all,
Margaret has thirty-two grandchildren and forty
great grandchildren.

The Wood children have an enduring love
for this country, a love instilled in them by their
father, Harold Wood who, having served in the
Navy in WWII, understood the power and
value of community and patriotism. He lived in
Harrison all his life until his death in 1996.

For the pride they show in America, and for
the contributions they have made to the Town
of Harrison, New Jersey, | honor and praise
the Wood family.

Today, | ask that my colleagues join me in
honoring the Wood family for being the Town
of Harrison’s family of the year.

————

RECOGNIZING GUAM POLICE DE-
PARTMENT’S POLICE OFFICER
OF THE YEAR AND CIVILIAN OF
THE YEAR

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 8, 2000

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to take this occasion to recognize Guam
Police Department’s Police Officer of the Year
and Civilian of the Year. These awards are
presented annually to the top employees of
the Guam Police Department (GPD). Police
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