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the newly elected President of Taiwan, Chen 
Shui-bian, stated that, ‘‘We would welcome 
the normalization of U.S.-China trade relations 
. . . We look forward to both the People’s Re-
public of China’s and Taiwan’s accession to 
the WTO.’’ 

We must respect and address many of the 
opposing arguments. Opponents argue that 
we as a nation must send a strong message 
to China and in many respects I agree. Let 
there be no mistake about it, forcing China to 
comply with their commitments will not be an 
easy task. China must know that we will be 
vigilant in our efforts to combat human rights 
abuses, that we will not tolerate acts of ag-
gression towards its neighbors. That is why I 
commend my colleagues Sandy Levin and 
Doug Bereuter for all their hard work crafting 
legislation that will enable our country to 
closely monitor China’s human rights record 
and compliance with its WTO commitments. 

In addition, opponents of PNTR argue that 
only big business will benefit. I disagree. 
Today more than ever, U.S. businesses are 
functioning in a global economy, and thanks to 
the Information Age and the growth of e-com-
merce, even the smallest of America’s busi-
nesses are engaging in and thriving from their 
interactions in international markets. In fact, a 
rapidly growing number of small and medium 
sized companies have already expanded their 
business to take advantage of the opportuni-
ties available in China’s marketplace. 

In 1997, 82 percent of all U.S. exporters to 
China were small and medium sized busi-
nesses. That same year, in my home state of 
Florida, companies with less than 100 employ-
ees accounted for 52 percent of all businesses 
exporting from Florida to China. Furthermore, 
small and medium sized companies combined 
accounted for 67 percent of all firms exporting 
from Florida to China. These figures continue. 

China’s business cannot begin to keep up 
with the rapidly growing demand of one-fifth of 
the world’s population, leaving international 
companies an amazing economic opportunity 
should China open its trade gates. America’s 
strong economy and its wealth of innovative 
and motivated small and medium sized busi-
nesses poises us to be a leader in meeting 
the product demand of the Chinese. 

The benefits of increased trade with China 
both for our nation and the State of Florida are 
tremendous. Unless we pass PNTR, our busi-
nesses and workers will be forced to sit on the 
sideline and watch our global competitors take 
advantage of the agreement we negotiated. 
The effect would be to exclude many of Flor-
ida’s farmers, insurers, and manufacturers of 
microchips, chemicals, computers, and soft-
ware who would benefit from this entirely new 
level of access. These industries employ thou-
sands of Floridians and have the potential to 
employ thousands more, but only if we can 
continue our strong export growth. 

Mr. Speaker, I recognize that increased 
global competition will put some industries at 
risk and that with the overwhelming number of 
winners there will be some losers. We will 
have to work hard to ensure every American 
worker can participate in our global economy. 

A vote against PNTR will not create a single 
new job in America, clean up the environment 
in China, release a single prisoner, nor im-
prove the standard of living for Chinese work-

ers. It will only signal a retreat from the global 
economy and a surrendering of our nation’s 
leadership in the international arena. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is critical for the 
United States. Refusal to pass PNTR would 
put American workers at a disadvantage. Fur-
thermore, this legislation represents our na-
tion’s commitment to remaining engaged, and 
a rededication to ensuring expanded economic 
opportunities for American workers. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on 
PNTR.
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The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4576) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2001, 
and for other purposes.

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Chair-
man, today I rise for women across the coun-
try as Co-Vice Chair of the Congressional 
Caucus on Women’s Issues and for the 
women of California and Los Angeles, in par-
ticular, to praise the work of Chairman LEWIS 
and Ranking Member MURTHA for ensuring 
critical funding is provided for the Department 
of Defense Peer-Reviewed Breast Cancer Re-
search Program. 

California, as one of the most populous 
states has a corresponding high degree of 
breast cancer deaths and in 1990, over 25 
percent of these deaths occurred in the Los 
Angeles area alone. Nationally, an estimated 
2.6 million women—one in eight women—are 
currently living with breast cancer. 

As the leading cause of cancer deaths 
among women aged 40-59, it is second only 
to lung cancer in the number of cancer 
deaths. It is estimated that 40,800 women will 
die of breast cancer this year. African Amer-
ican women currently have the shortest life ex-
pectancy. The need for research to reduce the 
number of deaths among all women and stop 
this disparity in life expectancy between Cau-
casian women and women of color is un-
equivocal. 

The most significant risk factors for breast 
cancer are simply being female and growing 
older. The majority of women with breast can-
cer have no known significant family history or 
other known risk factors. In fact, only 5–10% 
of breast cancers are due to heredity. There-
fore, research that is conducted by the De-
fense Department as well as by the National 
Institutes of Health is imperative for all 
women. 

Thanks to the bipartisan leadership and 
dedication of the Defense Appropriations Sub-
committee, the breast cancer research pro-
gram continues to grow and provide innovative 
ways of fighting this disease. On behalf of the 
women of California and women across the 
country, I thank Chairman Lewis and Ranking 
Member MURTHA for their commitment to this 
issue.

SEEING FIRSTHAND NEW JER-
SEY’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR 
NATIONAL DEFENSE 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 8, 2000

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to report on a visit I made in April 
of this year to two of the U.S. Army’s installa-
tions, one in California and the other in Ari-
zona. 

Mr. Speaker, the upper Mojave Desert is a 
long way from Morristown. Frankly, when you 
think of southern California and the desert, 
you conjure up thoughts of oppressive heat, 
scorching sun and scorpions underfoot. 

During the Congressional Easter ‘‘recess,’’ I 
spent several days visiting Fort Irwin, home of 
the National Training Center and the U.S. 
Army’s premier field combat training facility. 
There is nothing like it anywhere in the world, 
according to what I heard and saw during my 
visit. 

For almost two years now, I have had 
added to my assignment on the House Appro-
priations Committee, a seat on the Sub-
committee on Defense, which includes budget 
jurisdiction over all of our nation’s branches of 
the Armed Services and our national intel-
ligence agencies. 

Whenever possible, I try to visit military in-
stallations, bases and especially our young 
troops in the field. After all, these young men 
and women need to know that Members of 
Congress appreciate what they do and that we 
are committed to their safety, proper training, 
and the acquisition of the best equipment and 
technology available. 

I saw firsthand the battlefield realism that 
the National Training Center provides. That lo-
cation in the desert combines the scope, 
scale, and intensity of effort that past and fu-
ture wars have provided. 

Take for example, the Persian Gulf War. On 
the morning of February 24, 1991, combat-
ready U.S. military forces launched the land 
phase of the Persian Gulf War with the objec-
tive of removing Iraqi forces from the Republic 
of Kuwait. One hundred hours later, they ac-
complished their objective. 

The majority of U.S. soldiers contributing to 
this victory received their combat field training 
at the National Training Center at Fort Irwin. 
Their success on the battlefields of Iraq and 
Kuwait confirmed that authentic, real-time 
combat training leads to decisive victory. 

It is also at Fort Irwin that our New Jersey 
National Guard units, as well as active duty 
Army battalions from all across the world, train 
to be soldiers, improving their fighting skills 
without actual loss of life or loss of equipment. 

As fate would have it, I did meet with some 
members of the New Jersey National Guard’s 
1–114th Infantry Battalion as they got ready to 
fight in a mock battle with the regular sta-
tioned force. It was very cold out there and I 
even got caught in a blinding sandstorm as 
the temperatures dropped down below freez-
ing. 

About 5500 U.S. soldiers are deployed to 
the National Training Center to engage in a 
strenuous 28 day training event called a ‘‘rota-
tion’’ twelve times a year—you really have to 
admire these young men and women. 
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