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pleased to be joined by the Chairman of the
Resources Committee Mr. Young and a num-
ber of our colleagues.

The Native Nations Institute for Leadership,
Management and Policy will provide an essen-
tial and comprehensive training program for
American Indian leaders so that present and
future generations of tribal leaders will have
access to necessary management and policy
decision making skills.

The Native Nations Institute will be based at
the University of Arizona and be under the
leadership and guidance of the Udall Center
for Studies in Public Policy. The Udall Center
will take on primary responsibility for the im-
plementation of NNI's programs while the
Board of Trustees of the Morris K. Udall
Scholarship and Excellence in National Envi-
ronmental Policy Foundation (established by
Public Law 102-259) will approve NNI's an-
nual budget and manage any federal appro-
priations. The governing committee of NNI will
be comprised of individuals from the Morris K.
Udall Foundation, the Udall Center, represent-
atives from Indian Nations, and representa-
tives from other academic groups directly in-
volved in NNI's projects.

The Native Nations Institute will empower
Native American leaders by providing a com-
prehensive program that focuses on (1) lead-
ership and management training and (2) policy
analysis. The leadership and management
training program has six components that will
(a) provide for the current educational needs
of the senior leaders and managers of Indian
Nations, (b) provide a distance learning pro-
gram that reaches a broad reservation audi-
ence, and (c) provide a Master's degree in
Public Administration focused on tribal govern-
ance and designed for mid-career individuals
and students who are seeking careers in tribal
government. In addition, the leadership and
management program will (d) create an alli-
ance with tribal colleges that provide curricular
materials, program cooperation, and assist-
ance in meeting the educational needs of In-
dian reservations, (e) provide a nine month
Washington DC internship program focusing
on federal government, and (f) create a cur-
riculum development program designed for
NNI and for other educational institutions
working in Indian country All of the compo-
nents in the leadership and management pro-
gram will share a common focus—they will en-
able skills such as nation-building, strategic
planning and policy making, administration
and management, and external relations to be
developed and strengthened. As policy mak-
ers ourselves, we can do no greater service to
Indian tribes than to provide them with oppor-
tunities to help strengthen their governments.

Policy analysis, the second program at the
NNI, will address contemporary issues facing
tribal governments including economic devel-
opment, solving intricate social problems,
interacting with other governments, and man-
aging natural resources. NNI will perform pol-
icy research grounded in Indian country to ad-
dress these issues and will use this research
in the leadership and management training
program by providing data, case studies, and
analysis for the program’s students.

By providing indigenous people customized
educational experiences in policy and man-
agement, we will continue to move toward the
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policy goal of self-determination for Indian
tribes. | urge my colleagues to recognize and
to continue to fulfill our obligation to Indian Na-
tions by supporting the Native Nations Institute
for Leadership, Management, and Policy Act
of 2000.

————

HONORING AFRICAN AMERICAN
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OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker,
earlier this week, the House gave unanimous
support to House Resolution 509 offered by
my distinguished colleague, the gentleman
from Pennsylvania’s 2nd district, Representa-
tive CHAKA FATTAH. This resolution recognizes
the importance of the United States to study,
reflect on, and celebrate African American
music. Artists have used and continue to use
the African American experience as an impor-
tant source of inspiration for various musical
genres including jazz, gospel, blues, rhythm
and blues, rap, and hip-hop. It is especially
important to recognize this in June, which
President Clinton designated three years ago
as African American Music Month. In 1997,
the President noted that “. . . America’s musi-
cal heritage music is the voice that proclaims
who we are as a people, then African Ameri-
cans have helped to give this voice its con-
tent, its tone, its volume, and its power. . . .
This music continues to grow and change,
continuously adding depth and richness to
America’s cultural heritage.”

African American music, more specifically
jazz, has played an important role in the cul-
tural development of Missouri’s Fifth District.
In the 1920’s and 1930’s, Kansas City was the
birthplace of swing and a major center in the
maturation of bebop style jazz. Several jazz
greats including Charlie “Bird” Parker, Count
Basie, Big Joe Turner, and Jay McShann have
called Kansas City their home, and their leg-
acy is alive and well in the community today.

To recognize Kansas City’s role in jazz his-
tory and to further the appreciation of the art
form, Kansas City has revitalized the district
where jazz once played non-stop through the
night. In 1997, the American Jazz Museum
opened at the historic 18th and Vine address
immortalized in Lieber and Stoller's song
“Kansas City.” This 50,000-square-foot com-
plex features interactive exhibits and sound
samples chronicling the music and the musi-
cians who made jazz great. Dedicated to the
unknown African Americans who fought for
self-sufficiency, the American Jazz Museum
also remembers the plight of Africans in Amer-
ica from slavery to freedom. The Parker Me-
morial adjacent to the museum is a 17-foot
sculpture of Charlie Parker in honor of his vast
contributions to American culture. More than
350,000 visitors from the inner city, suburbs,
and around the country experienced the mu-
seum last year alone.

Kansas City showcases African American
music through its annual Blues and Jazz fes-
tival which takes place near the historic WWI
Liberty Memorial. More than 50,000 people
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come from all parts of the city and the region
to enjoy some of the best music America has
to offer.

This resolution also comes in conjunction
with the Jazz Conference sponsored by BET
on Jazz and Billboard Magazine June 7-9 in
Washington, DC to discuss new strategies for
taking jazz into the new millennium. | hope
many of my distinguished colleagues join me
at this historic event to study the past and an-
ticipate the future of jazz.

By recognizing the influence and importance
of African American music, we have called on
Americans to learn the history of blues, jazz,
and other genres. Hopefully, other cities will
follow Kansas City’'s lead to promote and
study the musicians and their music. Mr.
Speaker, please join me in commending the
gentleman from Pennsylvania and supporting
adoption of this historic resolution.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 9, 2000

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | was home
in my district this Tuesday, June 6, to vote
and participate in my state’s primary election.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yea”
on rollcall votes Nos. 234, 235, 236, and 237.

EDUCATION IN MINNESOTA
HON. PETER HOEKSTRA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 9, 2000

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, the Sub-
committee on Oversight and Investigation of
the House Education and the Workforce Com-
mittee conducted an oversight field hearing
last Monday in the State of Minnesota.

Among the most informative presentations
made before the member participants was one
delivered by Mr. John H. Scribante, a Min-
nesota businessman and honorable American.

Mr. Scribante’s passion for children and
their need for first-rate learning opportunity
was most impressive and we hereby submit
for the RECORD the remarks of Mr. Scribante
regarding the important topic of school reform.

Mr. Speaker, we commend the excellent ob-
servations and conclusions made by Mr.
Scribante to our colleagues.

EDUCATIONAL FASCISM IN MINNESOTA

(A statement submitted by John H.
Scribante—Entrepreneur)

(Respectfully submitted to the U.S. House
of Representatives Subcommittee on Over-
sight and Investigations Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, June 6, 2000)

STATEMENT

We’'re gathered here this morning at a very
interesting time . . . 56 years ago today, D-
Day, 2,600 Allied soldiers died in Normandy
fighting Fascist Germany for the freedom for
Americans to pursue liberty. This offers us a
unique perspective on this monumental issue
of educational change. We’re poised at the
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