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continued efforts on these fronts will
show its people that their new govern-
ment takes seriously the need for hon-
esty and accountability.

As the government wins the support
of its people, I am also encouraged by
the efforts of the new Administration
to get involved with the European com-
munity. In such a volatile region, a na-
tion uniting the many groups will be
the key to fostering a stable political
and economic atmosphere. Part of the
victory of democracy in Croatia has
been the new spirit of regional har-
mony that I hope will spread to its
neighbors. Peace in the Balkan nations
will only come with honest attempts to
live with differences, and Croatia will
be a leader in the efforts for peace
there.

In addition to better conditions in
the Balkans, democracy will encourage
the involvement of other foreign na-
tions. Just two weeks ago, Croatian
President Stipe Mesic met with French
President Jacques Chirac to discuss an
agreement on stabilization and associa-
tion, as well as the Croatian entrance
to the NATO Partnership for Peace.
The resolution I am supporting today
suggests U.S. support for the addition
of Croatia in the partnership, and I am
happy to inform my colleagues that
the nations of NATO have announced
that Croatia will become a full member
of the Partnership for Peace program
today. This is truly a great accom-
plishment, and it affirms the commit-
ment of all NATO allies to help Croatia
in its chosen path.

In addition to my appreciation for
the democratic and international
progress of the Croatian people, I
would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank the work of the Cro-
atian American Association in bringing
this subject to my attention and to the
attention of the American people. The
Croatian American community has
worked tirelessly to create bonds of
friendship between our two nations,
and I hope that as Croatia becomes
more democratic and involved in
worldwide political affairs that we, as
Americans, will continue to support
them.

I hope that this resolution will be an
additional bond between two nations
that democratic tenets have already
joined.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SMITH of Oregon). The majority leader.

—————

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 3244

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I under-
stand H.R. 3244 is at the desk. I ask for
its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 3244) to combat trafficking of
persons, especially into the sex trade, slav-
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ery, and slavery-like conditions in the

United States.
Mr. LOTT. I now ask for its second
reading and object to my own request.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

——————

AUTHORIZING THE 2000 DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA SPECIAL OLYM-
PICS LAW ENFORCEMENT TORCH
RUN TO BE RUN THROUGH THE
CAPITOL GROUNDS

Mr. LOTT. I ask unanimous consent
the Rules Committee be discharged
from further consideration of H. Con.
Res. 280, and that the Senate then pro-
ceed to its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the concurrent resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 280)
authorizing the 2000 District Of Columbia
Special Olympics Law Enforcement Torch
Run to be run through the Capitol Grounds.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. LOTT. I ask unanimous consent
the resolution be agreed to, the motion
to reconsider be laid upon the table,
and any statements appear in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 280) was agreed to.

———

NATIONAL MOMENT OF
REMEMBRANCE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Judiciary Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of H. Con. Res. 302, and the
Senate then proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, the clerk will report the res-
olution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 302)
calling on the people of the United States to
observe a National Moment of Remembrance
to honor the men and women of the United
States who died in pursuit of freedom and
peace.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. KERREY. Mr. President, I rise to
offer my support for passage of H. Con.
Res. 302, a resolution proclaiming a Na-
tional Moment of Remembrance.

As we gather with family and friends
in observance of Memorial Day, I urge
all Americans to take time to reflect
upon the day’s true meaning. Whether
we attend a public observance, mark a
grave, or simply bow our heads in quiet
reflection, all Americans should re-
member to honor those who by serving,
put their faith and trust in the ideals
for which our nation stands.
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The legislation we are about to pass
will establish a National Moment of
Remembrance at 3:00 local time on Me-
morial Day. At that time, I am hopeful
all Americans will join together in rec-
ognition of those men and women who
have died in military service of our na-
tion.

Finally, I thank my colleague from
Nebraska, Senator HAGEL, and
Carmella LaSpada of No Greater Love
for their efforts in making the Na-
tional Moment of Remembrance a re-
ality.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and finally any statements be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 302) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

———
EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING THE
CRIMES AND ABUSES COM-

MITTED AGAINST THE PEOPLE
OF SIERRA LEONE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Senate now proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Res. 315, submitted earlier by Senator
HEeLMS for himself and others.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will state the resolution by title.

A resolution (S. Res. 315) expressing the
sense of the Senate regarding the crimes and
abuses committed against the people of Si-
erra Leone by the Revolutionary United
Front, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, Sierra
Leone is a failed state and merely hop-
ing that a few new Bangladeshi or In-
dian peacekeepers will turn the situa-
tion around is irresponsible. The Presi-
dent should bear this in mind as he de-
cides U.S. policy in Sierra Leone—espe-
cially the extent of U.S. military in-
volvement there or support for a U.N.
or regional peacekeeping or peace-
making operation.

All of us—100 Senators—must remind
ourselves that the rebels in Sierra
Leone—the Revolutionary United
Front (RUF)—cannot be dealt with as
if it were a political party. The Revolu-
tionary United Front has terrorized
the population of Sierra Leone by mu-
tilating their enemies—and innocent
civilians, including women and chil-
dren—by chopping off their ears, noses,
hands, arms, and legs.

At some point the downtrodden peo-
ple of Sierra Leone must find a way to
hold their own leadership responsible.
But it’s impossible to overlook the fact
that Liberian President Charles Taylor
provides succor to the sadistic Revolu-
tionary United Front.
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