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IN TRIBUTE TO JACK EDWARD
TANNER

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor my friend, Jack Edward Tanner, for
his outstanding career as a federal judge and
his unwavering commitment to ensuring that
all Americans are treated fairly in our judicial
system. Judge Tanner has set a standard of
excellence that we all should aspire too. On
May 17, 1978, the Senate of the United States
did unanimously consent to the nomination of
Jack Edward Tanner to serve as United States
District Judge for the Eastern and Western
Districts of Washington. On June 2, 1978,
Jack E. Tanner took the oath of office admin-
istered by Marshall A. Neil, Chief Judge East-
ern District of Washington, in Tacoma, Wash-
ington. On this date, Judge Tanner has com-
pleted 22 years on the federal judiciary. We
salute him as one of this nation’s “Great Na-
tive Sons.”

The path to the United States District Court
was paved with distinguished achievements.
As the son of Trixie and Ernie Tanner, Jack
and his two siblings, Erna and Bob, were
shielded from poverty, but not injustice. As
pioneers in the Northwest, the Tanner family
was often singled out and later called upon for
leadership. Like his father, young Jack ex-
celled in sports in grade school, junior high,
and at Stadium High School. For a sports ca-
reer, however, young Jack was born too soon,
in the mid-thirties the Major Leagues, for
which he was ably qualified, was not yet inte-
grated by Blacks.

After serving in the United States military in
one of its segregated, “Jim Crow” units, Jack
returned to the waterfront as a longshoreman,
while attending college at the University of
Puget Sound. Working on the docks in Com-
mencement Bay as a longshoreman provided
the foundation for Jack’s dedication to the
needs and concerns of blue-collar workers
and others. This perspective has never left
him and it is reflected in many of his federal
decisions.

The headlines of the Tacoma News Tribune
for Sunday, December 29, 1963 feature Taco-
ma’s Top Ten Stories and Personalities. It is
no wonder that a photo of Jack Tanner and
the controversial “Open Housing Referendum
No. 4” are prominent. Arguing for fair housing
in 1963 brought to Tacoma, and to Wash-
ington State, the nation’s struggle for equal
rights for all.

Jack challenged Washington State to ad-
dress de-facto segregation in schools and
housing. As local NAACP President and na-
tional NAACP board member, lawyer Tanner
believed that the direct action taken by the
student demonstrators in the South also would
be effective in the Northwest. With others, he
led a march against discriminatory housing in
the Tri-cities. This was done despite the wish-
es of some Blacks, who believed they would
be burdened rather than benefited. As a result
of Tanner’s urging, efforts undertaken in Se-
attle to de-segregate the public schools re-
sulted in the First non-court ordered desegre-
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gation plan in the United States. Jack’s effec-
tive approach blended the best of the strate-
gies used by the NAACP and the student non-
violent protests.

John F. Kennedy, the President of the
United States, invited Jack to attend the White
House on two different occasions. In June,
1963, just after the assassination of Medgar
Evers, the nation was in crisis. Tanner as a
leader in the Northwest, worked closely with
his friend Senator Warren Magnuson, the
Chair of Senate Commerce Committee, to
help Kennedy’s famous 1964 Civil Rights Bill
get introduced. Equality in public accommoda-
tions, the core of the bill, opened the way for
later legislation on voting rights, fair housing
and employment.

Clarence Mitchell, Director of the Wash-
ington Bureau for the NAACP said it best, “It
is a fact that the passage of the Civil Rights
bill has come about because of the tremen-
dous and consistent work that you and others
have done to make it possible. It is true that
there have been some magnificent contribu-
tions by Senate leaders in this fight, but it was
also you and the people that you represented
who used your resources to make it possible
for us to get a successful vote. Therefore, |
wish to thank you and to let you know that this
is your time of triumph.”

As Washington’s First African-American
member of the federal judiciary, controversy
did not elude Judge Tanner. Among the first
cases he decided, he drew sharp criticism: by
finding conditions at Walla Walla State Peni-
tentiary, as cruel and unusual punishment
(Hoptowit case); the unconstitutionality of the
1982 anti-busing initiative; and unequal pay for
women by the State of Washington, known
nationally as the Comparable Worth case. In
this landmark decision, Judge Tanner decided
that the state’s policy of paying lower salaries
in 14,000 jobs, held predominately by women,
than those paid in comparable jobs held by
men, “overwhelmingly constituted direct, overt,
and institutionalized discrimination.”

In the midst of criticism, Judge Tanner con-
tinued to rule on cases, by doing what he be-
lieves is right, and not for personal gain or
popularity. But Father, he rules from the heart
and the law to improve the lives of others, es-
pecially those who have been historically
disenfranchised. We Thank you Judge Tanner
for Being our Shining Judicial Light.

On this day, June 6, 2000 and in celebration
of 22 years on the federal judiciary and for his
life-time achievements, I, JIM MCDERMOTT, as
United States Congressman from the Seventh
Congressional District, along with the entire
Washington delegation, ask that the Congres-
sional Record reflect, the “Triumph of this Na-
tive Son, the Honorable Jack E. Tanner, a
Tacoman, a Washingtonian and a True Amer-
ican.”

———

FAIR LAWN LIONS CLUB
ANNIVERSARY

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Fair
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Lawn Lions Club which will be celebrated
June 9, 2000.

For 50 years this group has been an impor-
tant asset to local and statewide charities,
raising in excess of $750,000. Unlike many or-
ganizations, every dollar raised by the Fair
Lawn Lions Club is donated to charity.

The Fair Lawn Lions Club founded The Fair
Lawn Opportunity Center, a facility for men-
tally challenged adults. To this date, they re-
main its largest private contributor. In addition
to the Opportunity Center, the Fair Lawn Lions
also contribute to the Mental Health Center,
the Boy and Girl Scouts, the Ambulance
Corps, Fire Department, and several other
groups.

Furthermore, they financially support many
statewide services. Among these are the St.
Joseph’s School for the Blind and the Juvenile
Diabetes Foundation. | commend their fervent
dedication in assisting both the community
and the entire state of New Jersey.

Worldwide, The Lions Clubs International is
currently the largest service organization. They
operate in 180 countries, boasting 50,000
clubs and 2,000,000 members.

| am proud to recognize the services of
Charter Member and Past International Direc-
tor William McCormick and Past District Gov-
ernor Paul A. Meyer. | encourage the Fair
Lawn Lions Club to continue their cause. They
set a positive example for the community by
raising money for those in need and are sure
to remain a pillar of the community for the
next 50 years and beyond.

On this, their 50th anniversary, | am proud
to extend my congratulations to the Fair Lawn
Lions Club.

——————

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE MILTON V.
FREEMAN

HON. MARTIN FROST

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
note the passing of one of the truly out-
standing attorneys of the 20th century, Milton
V. Freeman.

Milton Freeman died on June 3 at the age
of 88 after a long and remarkable career. He
graduated from City College of New York in
1931 and received his law degree from Co-
lumbia University in 1934, serving on the law
review. Following his graduation from law
school, Milton Freeman spent the next 12
years as an attorney with the Securities and
Exchange Commission.

During his tenure at the SEC, Milton Free-
man wrote many of the regulations that imple-
mented the law that created the SEC, regula-
tions that are still in effect today. | once intro-
duced him at a meeting of my classmates at
Georgetown Law Center as a “famous author”
and, in fact, he was just that. He was the au-
thor of SEC Rule 10b-5, the heart of the
SEC’s anti-fraud regulations dealing with in-
sider trading.

But Milton Freeman was much more than
just a pioneering SEC lawyer. For many years
he served as managing partner of Arnold and
Porter, one of the most prestigious law firms
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in the nation. He also took time to defend peo-
ple accused under anti-communist laws at the
height of the McCarthy era, one of the darkest
periods in our history.

Milton Freeman was a warm, generous per-
son. He and his wife Phyllis befriended a
group of insecure first-year law students at
Georgetown who were friends of his daughter
Nancy, who was also attending Georgetown.
We spent a number of wonderful evenings at
their home, evenings which somehow made
the traumatic experience of the first months of
law school a little more bearable.

Another of Milton’s four children, Dan, also
became a lawyer and has served the U.S.
House of Representatives with great distinc-
tion for many years. Dan is currently Chief
Counsel and Parliamentarian for the House
Judiciary Committee, a position he has held
under both Democratic and Republican chair-
men.

Mr. Speaker, Milton Freeman was a good
husband and father and a great American. He
will be truly missed.

———

TRIBUTE TO SENIOR CHIEF PETTY
OFFICER JAMES HERBERT HOW-
ARD

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a distinguished American and dedicated
veteran who passed away on March 15, 2000.

James Herbert Howard enlisted in the
United States Navy on July 7, 1942 beginning
a period of thirty-six years of service to his be-
loved country. He was a veteran of World War
Il. He was catapulted off aircraft carriers,
transferred at sea and saw combat in the Sol-
omon Islands.

James Herbert Howard served aboard sev-
eral LSTS and was assigned to the U.S.S.
Teror until it was decommissioned in 1947.
Chief Howard served as a Quarter Master
aboard such distinguished Naval Ships as the
U.S.S. Ajax and the U.S.S. Ticonderoga. In
1972, Commander N.H. Kragseth wrote,
“Chief Howard is a man of poise with an ex-
cellent military appearance . . that he can
express his ideas and communicate his in-
structions. He is dedicated to the United
States Navy. He contributes to our retention,
advancement and organization and he is an
individual | would most want in my unit.”

James Herbert Howard was a highly valu-
able asset to the United States Navy. He re-
ceived numerous commendations including
the Good Conduct Medal and Bronze Star on
July 1, 1945, January 20, 1960, and January
20, 1963. While Chief Howard might have
been frightened as a young man when he saw
combat, he believed there to be a greater fear,
a fear of a great nation losing freedom.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to a wonderful man who lived
a life of purpose, who loved his country and
who believed in the United States of America
and that we extend our deepest sympathy to
his loving family.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS
TRIBUTE TO DR. RONALD UZELAC

HON. ROBERT T. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise in tribute to
a truly outstanding citizen of Sacramento, Dr.
Ronald Uzelac. On June 8, 2000, he will be
retiring as Principal of Rio Americano High
School in Sacramento, California. As his
friends and co-workers gather to celebrate his
retirement, | ask all my colleagues to join with
me in saluting his remarkable career.

Dr. Uzelac attended California State Univer-
sity, Sacramento, where he received his B.A.
Degree and Teaching Credential. He contin-
ued his educational pursuits there and went
on to receive a Master’'s Degree in Education
and his Administrative Credential.

Over the years, he has dedicated himself to
educating today’s youth. He has served as an
Elementary Vice Principal, Elementary Prin-
cipal, Junior High School Principal, and High
School Principal.

In these various educational posts, Dr.
Uzelac has accumulated a vast collection of
awards and citations. In 1983, he received the
Administrator of the Year, Secondary Level by
the Association of California School Adminis-
trators. He has been recognized with the
ACSA Silver Star Award (Region 3) for leader-
ship in developing a National Blue Ribbon
School in March of 1996. In addition, he was
the recipient of an Honorary Service Award
Administrator of the Year from the San Juan
PTA Council in April of 1996.

The list of accolades for Dr. Uzelac’s
schools is as extensive as his personal
awards. Some of these include the California
Distinguished Schools Award in 1988, 1990,
and 1994. Also, he received national recogni-
tion from the Department of Education as a
National Blue Ribbon School in 1996. Further
achievements include recognition as one of
Redbook’s “American Best Schools” in 1996.
His was one of only five California schools
recognized for overall excellence.

In an effort to improve his schools, Dr.
Uzelac has implemented programs to ensure
their continued success. One such program is
CIVITAS: a Political Studies Academy with re-
structured curriculum aligned with school-to-
career emphasis. This has been in place since
1994.

Over the years, Dr. Uzelac has been recog-
nized by California State Senator Patrick
Johnston, former California State Senator
Leroy Greene, and myself for his tremendous
leadership and dedication to the youth of Sac-
ramento. He is a very valuable member of our
community.

Mr. Speaker, as Dr. Uzelac’s friends and co-
workers gather to celebrate his retirement, |
am honored to pay tribute to one of Sac-
ramento’s most outstanding citizens. Dr.
Uzelac’s contributions to Sacramento and
California have indeed been commendable. |
ask all of my colleagues to join with me in
wishing him and his family continued success
in all their future endeavors.

June 6, 2000
IN HONOR OF MARY KAY KOSA

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2000

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an absolutely elegant woman.
Mary Kay Kosa has been an educator and
school administrator in the Monroe Public
Schools for the past 50 years. She is also a
dedicated volunteer, community activist and
public servant who is the epitome of an in-
volved and caring citizen. Mary Kay is admired
by all and commands my highest respect and
admiration as well. Mary Kay has decided to
retire from her career in education where she
currently serves as the principal of two Mon-
roe elementary schools. She will undoubtedly
be missed by the Monroe Public School Sys-
tem, but | take some measure of comfort in
knowing that Mary Kay’s kind and giving na-
ture will make it impossible for her to also re-
tire from her community activism.

Always independent and feisty, Mary Kay
does not take no for an answer and will al-
ways fight for what is right. In the 1950’s,
Mary Kay stood up to the paranoia and cen-
sorship created by McCarthyism, she contin-
ued to teach her students the truth about the
world and withstood fervent attempts to stop
her. A champion of the poor, underprivileged
and challenged, Mary Kay used her tremen-
dous compassion and energy to serve as an
effective advocate for those who are in need
and less fortunate.

While always dedicated to first educating
Monroe’s children, Mary Kay has also man-
aged to serve as a member and chair of sev-
eral boards and commissions. The Huron Val-
ley Girl Scout Council, Monroe Historic Dis-
tricts Committee, Child and Family Services
Board, Monroe County Mental Health Board,
Monroe Housing Commission, Monroe County
United Way Board of Directors, Monroe City
Planning Commission, Salvation Army Advi-
sory Council, The Art Lebow Community Cen-
ter, Monroe County Opportunity Program, and
the American Association of University
Women have all benefited from Mary Kay’s
leadership and involvement.

A proud and active member of the Michigan
Education Association, Mary Kay has used her
activism, involvement and leadership to make
public education better for our children. She
has also utilized her talents to create a better
situation for generations of public school
teachers.

Mary Kay has been married to Edward Kosa
for 41 years. Their loving relationship speaks
volumes about the outstanding character of
this wonderful woman and her terrific family.
Mary Kay remains a valuable advisor, con-
fidant and friend. She has touched the lives of
everyone in Monroe County in a meaningful
and substantial way and the community will be
ever grateful for her dedication and good
deeds.

Mr. Speaker, | would ask my colleagues to
rise with me in tribute to a fine educator and
public servant, Mary Kay Kosa.
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