10490

(2) honors the valor, commitment, and sac-
rifice that American soldiers have displayed
throughout the history of the Army; and

(3) calls upon the President to issue a proc-
lamation—

(A) recognizing the 225th birthday of the
United States Army and the dedicated serv-
ice of the soldiers who have served in the
Army; and

(B) calling upon the people of the United
States to observe that anniversary with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities.

———

NOMINATION OF JOHN A. GORDON

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, could I
interrupt the proceedings here momen-
tarily and get the attention of the dis-
tinguished Democratic leader and the
ranking member of the Armed Services
Committee?

BEarly this morning, I say to the dis-
tinguished minority leader, on the sub-
ject of General Gordon, we talked and
I talked to the majority leader. I think
there is a consensus that tomorrow
morning at some point his nomination
can be voted upon.

Could we, at the conclusion of this
day, before it is finished, at least rep-
resent that?

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, in re-
sponse to the senior Senator from Vir-
ginia, let me say we have no objection
to moving to the nomination, with the
understanding that at a date no later
than a date that we could mutually
agree to, we deal with the accom-
panying nomination.

I think that understanding has now
been made, and I believe we can pro-
ceed to the first piece of this with that
understanding.

Mr. WARNER. I thank our distin-
guished leader.

Mr. LEVIN. If the Senator will yield
on that point, General Gordon has very
strong support on both sides of the
aisle. He is a Presidential nominee who
has gotten a very positive response
from just about everybody I know. I
think the people look forward to voting
on his nomination as early as possible
tomorrow morning.

Again, I think there is an effort being
made to set a deadline for another vote
on a nominee to the same Department,
someone who has been waiting for a
long time.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, if the
Senator will yield for another moment,
Madelyn Creedon has been on the cal-
endar since April 13, and General Gor-
don has been on the calendar since May
24.

We have no objection to moving to
General Gordon first, even though he
was just reported out a couple of weeks
ago, and Mrs. Creedon has been now on
the calendar for almost 2 months, with
some understanding that we can move
to the Creedon nomination no later
than a time on which we can agree.

We have no reason not to want to
move to the Gordon nomination.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, it
would be no longer than the day or day
after we return from the July 4 recess.
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Mr. DASCHLE. That is acceptable,
Mr. President.

Mr. WARNER. July 11 or July 12.

Mr. DASCHLE. With the under-
standing we would vote no later than
July 11, we have no reservations.

Mr. WARNER. Could we make it July
12? T am not in a position to know ex-
actly when votes are ordered on the re-
turn.

Mr. DASCHLE. We will make it the
July 12.

Mr. LEVIN. If the Senator will yield
on that, that opens the possibilities
that we would vote on that nomination
prior to the recess because it says ‘‘no
later than.”

Mr. WARNER. It does not foreclose
earlier consideration. I thank my col-
leagues.

I yield the floor.

————

NATIONAL RESPONSIBLE
FATHER’S DAY

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Res. 322, introduced earlier today by
Senators BAYH, DOMENICI, and others.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. AL-
LARD). The clerk will report the resolu-
tion by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 322) encouraging and
promoting greater involvement of fathers in
their children’s lives and designating June
18, 2000, as ‘‘Responsible Father’s Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. ENZI. I ask unanimous consent
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, a motion to con-
sider be laid upon the table, and any
statements be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 322

Encouraging and promoting greater in-
volvement of fathers in their children’s lives
and designating June 18, 2000, as ‘‘Respon-
sible Father’s Day’’.

Whereas 40 percent of children who live in
households without a father have not seen
their father in at least 1 year and 50 percent
of such children have never visited their fa-
ther’s home;

Whereas approximately 50 percent of all
children born in the United States spend at
least %2 of their childhood in a family with-
out a father figure;

Whereas nearly 20 percent of children in
grades 6 through 12 report that they have not
had a meaningful conversation with even 1
parent in over a month;

Whereas 3 out of 4 adolescents report that
‘‘they do not have adults in their lives that
model positive behaviors’’;

Whereas many of the United States leading
experts on family and child development
agree that it is in the best interest of both
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children and the United States to encourage
more two-parent, father-involved families to
form and endure;

Whereas it is important to promote respon-
sible fatherhood and encourage loving and
healthy relationships between parents and
their children in order to increase the chance
that children will have two caring parents to
help them grow up healthy and secure and
not to—

(1) denigrate the standing or parenting ef-
forts of single mothers, whose efforts are he-
roic;

(2) lessen the protection of children from
abusive parents;

(3) cause women to remain in or enter into
abusive relationships; or

(4) compromise the health or safety of a
custodial parent;

Whereas children who are apart from their
biological father are, in comparison to other
children—

(1) 5 times more likely to live in poverty;
and

(2) more likely to—

(A) bring weapons and drugs into the class-
room;

(B) commit crime;

(C) drop out of school;

(D) be abused;

(E) commit suicide;

(F) abuse alcohol or drugs; and

(G) become pregnant as teenagers;

Whereas the Federal Government spends
billions of dollars to address these social ills
and very little to address the causes of such
social ills;

Whereas violent criminals are overwhelm-
ingly males who grew up without fathers;

Whereas the number of children living with
only a mother increased from just over
5,000,000 in 1960, to 17,000,000 in 1999, and be-
tween 1981 and 1991 the percentage of chil-
dren living with only 1 parent increased from
19 percent to 25 percent;

Whereas between 20 percent and 30 percent
of families in poverty are headed by women
who have suffered domestic violence during
the past year and between 40 percent and 60
percent of women with children who receive
welfare were abused at some time in their
life;

Whereas millions of single mothers in the
United States are heroically struggling to
raise their children in safe, loving environ-
ments;

Whereas responsible fatherhood should al-
ways recognize and promote values of non-
violence;

Whereas child support is an important
means by which a parent can take financial
responsibility for a child and emotional sup-
port is an important means by which a par-
ent can take social responsibility for a child;

Whereas children learn by example, com-
munity programs that help mold young men
into positive role models for their children
need to be encouraged;

Whereas promoting responsible fatherhood
is not meant to diminish the parenting ef-
forts of single mothers but rather to increase
the likelihood that children will have 2 car-
ing parents to help them grow up in loving
environments; and

Whereas Congress has begun to take notice
of this issue with legislation introduced in
both the House of Representatives and the
Senate to address the epidemic of
fatherlessness: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the need to encourage active
involvement of fathers in the rearing and de-
velopment of their children;

(2) recognizes that while there are millions
of fathers who serve as a wonderful caring
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