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District. Under his direction, Acalanes Union
School District has served as a model for
schools in Contra Costa County and through-
out the State of California. | believe that
school districts across the country should fol-
low Dr. Perino’s example and take the oppor-
tunity to learn from his successful and innova-
tive ways.

—————

THE ELDERLY HOUSING + HEALTH
SUPPORT DEMONSTRATION ACT

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 14, 2000

Mr. MEEKS of New York. Mr. Speaker, el-
derly and disabled Americans in the United
States currently face a dire problem—inad-
equate public housing. Approximately 40% of
HUD’s 1.3 million public housing units are oc-
cupied by the Elderly and the Disabled who
are paying in excess of half their income to-
wards rent. Public housing apartment buildings
have amassed a back-log of $5.7 billion in
needed repairs. Nearly two-thirds of the build-
ings were constructed prior to 1970 and have
frequently been passed over for modernization
due to inadequate appropriations. Many of
these public housing units need significant up-
grading to meet basic safety and comfort
standards in order to comply with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act. Upgrading these
units creates opportunities to bring supportive
health and other services to help residents
age with mobility and avoid costly and
depressitig institutionalization.

The Elderly Housing + Health Support Dem-
onstration Act seeks to meet these aims by
providing competitive awards to Public Hous-
ing Agencies (PHAS) for the most innovative
proposals to address the soaring needs of the
Elderly and Disabled to have access to health-
related supportive and congregate housing
services. Specifically, the bill provides: (a)
$250 million of capital funding for physical re-
habilitation of the building and installation of
facilities for health-related services; (b) a pool
of up to $10 million (maximum grant to a se-
lected PHA is $400,000) for service coordi-
nator funds; and (c) $15 million (maximum
grant to a selected PHA is $750,000) for con-
gregate housing services. The total cost of this
demonstration grant program is $275 million.

Please join me in co-sponsoring The Elderly
Housing + Health Support Demonstration Act.
Upgrading public housing and providing a con-
tinuum of care will enable Elderly and Dis-
abled public housing residents to have a qual-
ity assisted-living environment, a viable health
care system, and an independent life. This
program has the additional benefit of providing
much needed cost savings and preventing
premature institutionalization of one of our
most vulnerable populations.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

TRIBUTE TO SUSIE HAAS—2000 NA-
TIONAL TEACHER’'S HALL OF
FAME INDUCTEE

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 14, 2000

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, today | com-
mend Kindergarten Teacher Susie Haas, one
of only five, who will be inducted into the Na-
tional Teachers Hall of Fame in 2000. | am
particularly proud, because Susie teaches at
one of my own hometown elementary schools
in Corona, California—the John Adams Ele-
mentary School. In fact, | went to school with
Susie. Susie, | promise not to tell any stories
if you'll do the same for me!

Susie says, and | quote, that her “philo-
sophical beliefs concerning how children make
sense of the world around them are the foun-
dation of the instructional program | have cre-
ated for my students. | believe all children de-
serve to be taught in an environment that will
promote, value, and nurture their natural de-
sire to learn.”

Susie’s own teaching philosophy seems like
common sense—straightforward and easy.
However, it is the hands-on practice of her
philosophy that has made such an incredible
impact on all of the children and parents with
whom she has come into contact. As a result,
Susie has been recognized numerous times
by her students, colleagues, community, state
and nation. In 1999 alone, Susie was a Disney
American Teacher of the Year Honoree, Cali-
fornia Teacher of the Year, one of the Inland
Empire Magazine’s “Teachers Making a Dif-
ference,” Walmart Teacher of the Year, River-
side County Teacher of the Year and Corona-
Norco Unified School District Teacher of the
Year.

And Susie has not stopped her work at the
door of her own classroom. She has written a
variety of documents and books and given
seminars across the United States to share
her expertise in teaching, most significantly in
literacy instruction. The Lap-Reading program
created by Susie has educated thousands of
parents across the nation on how they can
boost their own child’s school performance by
offering monthly ideas on how parents can in-
crease reading at home. For her students, she
has created Spot, a stuffed classroom mascot,
who travels home with each child two nights
each year. Spot has done almost everything
from birthday parties to dentist visits. All of the
adventures have been recounted in drawings
and writings by each child into Spot’s personal
journal.

Mr. Speaker, as we debate the need to re-
form our education system this year and years
to come, | ask my colleagues to look in their
own backyard for advice from teachers, par-
ents and students. They are living and breath-
ing the adventures of literacy, the key to suc-
cess for all future generations. To Susie Haas,
| offer my deepest appreciation. Her passion
and commitment to teaching America’s next
generation is truly awesome and inspiring.

June 14, 2000

A RESOLUTION HONORING SARAH
ZIEGLER, LEGRAND SMITH
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER

HON. NICK SMITH

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 14, 2000

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, let it
be known, that it is with great respect for the
outstanding record of excellence she has com-
piled in academics, leadership and community
service, that | am proud to salute Sarah Zie-
gler, winner of the 2000 LeGrand Smith Schol-
arship. This award is made to young adults
who have demonstrated that they are truly
committed to playing important roles in our
Nation’s future.

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship, Sarah is being honored for dem-
onstrating that same generosity of spirit, intel-
ligence, responsible citizenship, and capacity
for human service that distinguished the late
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan.

Sarah is an exceptional student at Litchfield
High School and possesses an impressive
high school record.

Sarah has received numerous awards for
her achievements in academics as well as her
involvement in athletics. Outside of school,
she is an active member of the Hillsdale
County Community Foundation as well as her
community church.

Therefore, | am proud to join with her many
admirers in extending my highest praise and
congratulations to Sarah Ziegler for her selec-
tion as a winner of a LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship. This honor is also a testament to the
parents, teachers, and others whose personal
interest, strong support and active participation
contributed to her success. To this remarkable
young woman, | extend my most heartfelt
good wishes for all her future endeavors.

——————

RECOGNIZING 225TH BIRTHDAY OF
THE UNITED STATES ARMY

SPEECH OF

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 13, 2000

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H.J. Res. 101, commemo-
rating the 225th birthday of the United States
Army.

As a proud supporter of the Army, of its
men and women in uniform as well as the
many civilian employees who work alongside
them, | am pleased that we are taking time
today to recognize their contributions to our
national security.

Since the War of Independence was fought
to first gain our nation’s liberty, the Army has
been there to protect and defend that free-
dom, and to fight to extend that right to other
nations as well. The Army reinforced our
fledgling country’s freedom during the War of
1812, fought with valor in the Civil War, and
charged up San Juan Hill with Teddy Roo-
sevelt and his Rough Riders. The Army fought
in the trenches of Europe in the “War to End
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