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to conduct a “bilateral” relationship with the
“nation” of Puerto Rico. Mr. Speaker, this is
not “union” at all under the Constitution. It
represents a treaty-based form of free asso-
ciation, despite the fact that Congress already
has determined that free association is ter-
minable at will by either party, not permanent.
Under such a formula, U.S. sovereignty, na-
tionality, and citizenship would be terminated
at once.

To continue or, worse yet, to somehow “en-
hance” this fraudulent relationship with Puerto
Rico will only lead to increased resentment on
both sides. Consider the anti-death penalty
demonstrations taking place today on the is-
land. The majority of Puerto Rico’s residents
not only disagree with mainland Americans’
support for the death penalty, they even object
to U.S. officials applying capital punishment
for federal crimes committed within Puerto
Rico. This is another example, Mr. Speaker, of
the desire to have it both ways under com-
monwealth. Commonwealth proponents want
binding permanent union, guaranteed U.S. citi-
zenship, and an uninterrupted stream of fed-
eral assistance, but do not want to be bound
by federal capital punishment for federal
crimes. Enough is enough.

Mr. Speaker, | think the majority of the
American people would agree with me and re-
ject both the current and proposed common-
wealth status for Puerto Rico. It is about time
they were given the opportunity to do so. They
should have the opportunity to make their
voices heard through their elected representa-
tives. This can only happen if we have a legis-
lative vehicle upon which to begin this debate.

The legislation | am introducing today will
provide that vehicle. It is the “United States—
Puerto Rico Bilateral Pact of Permanent Union
and Guaranteed Citizenship Act.” This bill
would implement under federal law the “Pro-
posal for the Development of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico” as adopted by the
Governing Board of the Popular Democrat
Party of Puerto Rico. It would permit Puerto
Ricans to continue to receive government
handouts without having to pay income taxes.
It allows for separate Puerto Rican and Amer-
ican cultures, including different languages.
And it would grant to Puerto Rico the authority
to negotiate international agreements.

I am introducing this bill today with the in-
tention that it never becomes law. | do hope,
however, that this bill will provoke an honest
discussion of Puerto Rico’s future and the
truth about its current status.

———

IN HONOR OF JAMES
MASTANDREA

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
give honor to James Mastandrea, who has re-
ceived the George B. Davis award for service
to Cleveland State University. He has been a
tireless supporter of this institution and has
dedicated himself to its growth and advance-
ment.

Mastandrea, a current resident of Cleveland,
received his bachelor's degree from the Col-
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lege of Business Administration in 1970. Mr.
Mastandrea is recognized for his long and dis-
tinguished career in real estate, including his
management of several firms in lllinois and
Ohio. He has been the top executive of Mid-
west Development Corporation, First Union
Real Estate, Triam Corporation, and Conti-
nental Homes of Chicago, Inc. He was also
the vice president of Continental Bank as well
as financial analyst of Mellon Bank. Since
1998, he has been the chairman and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Eagle’s Wings Aviation Cor-
poration, a private investment group.

Mr. Mastandrea’s continuous and generous
support of Cleveland State University began
during his undergraduate years at the Univer-
sity. It was during these first years at Cleve-
land State where he organized the Student
Economics Club and served as its president.
Currently, Mr. Mastandrea is a director on the
Cleveland State University Foundation and the
chairman of its Nominating Committee. In ad-
dition to these many contributions, he also
chairs the College of Business Visiting Com-
mittee, has served on the search committee
for a business dean, and devoted many hours
to the College’s strategic planning process.

Let us join Cleveland State University as
they honor Mr. James Mastandrea for his
many contributions to the University.

HONORING THE DALAI LAMA

HON. CHRISTOPHER COX

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 26, 2000

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, today | join the Tai-
wanese-American Community of Southern
California in welcoming His Holiness the Dalai
Lama. His Holiness’ speech on “Love, Com-
passion and Universal Responsibility” is cer-
tain to motivate and inspire this historic gath-
ering.

In 1991 Congress passed a resolution stat-
ing that Tibet is an occupied country whose
true representatives are the Dalai Lama and
the Tibetan Government-in-Exile.

Forced to flee brutal repression in his home-
land, the Dalai Lama is now living in enforced
exile. Although the Dalai Lama has repeatedly
stated that he seeks only autonomy and not
the independence that his people so rightly
deserve, the Communist Chinese dictatorship
refuses to negotiate. And yet the Dalai Lama
continues to exhort his followers to adhere to
the Buddhist principle of nonviolence. His
message of hope and freedom through non-vi-
olence is an inspiration to us all.

We must never forget the suffering that the
people of Tibet have been forced to endure.
The government of the People’s Republic of
China should be held accountable for the im-
mense damage that has resulted from its inva-
sion and occupation of Tibet. The almost com-
plete destruction of Tibet's unique -cultural
treasures, the attempt to eradicate the Bud-
dhist religion, and the intense repression has
never been adequately redressed.

| know | speak for all the Members of this
House who voted for freedom in Tibet when |
say we welcome His Holiness and look for-
ward to the day when Tibet is free and its
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people can express themselves without fear.
We will look back on these meetings and
know that the cause of freedom was advanced
and that we did the right thing to stand by His
Holiness the Dalai Lama’s side.

CHURCH PLAN PARITY ACT
HON. SHERROD BROWN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 26, 2000

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, as you
know, the Commerce Committee shares juris-
diction over this legislation to the extent it per-
tains to state regulation of the health insur-
ance market.

Church plans provide health benefits for
many clergy and laypeople across the country.
They represent a wide range of denomina-
tions.

Current law has created some uncertainty
regarding the regulatory authority under which
church plans operate.

This bill, which the Senate has already
passed, clarifies the legislative language so
that State Insurance Commissioners, Federal
Regulators, and Church Plan Administrators
can do their respective jobs with certainty.

| am pleased that the National Association
of Insurance Commissioners and Church
Plans, with the assistance of federal regu-
lators, have been able to reach a compromise
on this matter.

By clarifying the various roles each party
plays, | hope this bill reinforces the success
church plans have achieved in providing reli-
able, high quality health coverage to their en-
rollees.

—————

CHAMPION “TOPHER” BARETTO
HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 26, 2000

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, it is in the
spirit of tremendous pride that | take the time
to pay tribute to Christopher “Topher”
Crisostomo Baretto from my island of Guam.
Topher is a champion in many ways. He is a
great young man and he comes from a cham-
pion family led by his parents, Carlos and
Marie Baretto. And he is also a champion in
the personal watercraft circuit. He has won nu-
merous awards and has finished at the top of
his sport in many local, national and inter-
national events. In 1998, he won the Inter-
national Jet Sports Boating Association cham-
pionship in Lake Havasu City, Arizona. He will
be bringing honor to himself and our island
community for years to come.

He currently is in the middle of the U.S. Na-
tional Water Cross Tour and is currently
ranked second in his class. He will compete in
San Diego this weekend and the next race will
be in Rochester, New York on July 8. As
Topher pursues his sport, he rides the waves
not only for medals and recognition, but for
Guam. He is being sponsored in his tour by
the Bank of Guam and the Guam Visitors Bu-
reau. He proudly represents his home island
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