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the Republicans referred at the hear-
ing, dated March 15, 1996, is from an 
aide and states in relevant part: ‘‘we’ve 
confirmed the fundraisers for Monday, 
April 29th. The question is whether you 
wish to seriously consider [another in-
vitation in New York.].’’ The Vice 
President replied by email that ‘‘if we 
have already booked the fundraisers 
then we have to decline.’’ Obviously, 
the fund-raisers to which these emails 
refer are the one fundraiser originally 
scheduled at a restaurant in Los Ange-
les, later cancelled, and the fundraiser 
in San Jose. They do not refer to the 
Hsi Lai temple visit. 

Regarding oversight of the Peter Lee 
case, Senator SPECTER has claimed 
that the Peter Lee case is a closed mat-
ter and that it was somehow appro-
priate to interview the district court 
judge in that case. The record should 
be clear that the Lee case is in fact 
pending in at least two respects. First, 
Lee filed a motion to terminate his 
probation on September 28, 1999. Oppo-
sition to the motion was filed by the 
government on October 6, 1999. A deci-
sion on that motion had not yet been 
rendered at the time of the Senator’s 
interview of the judge in February 1999 
and may remain pending today. In ad-
dition, until either this motion is 
granted or Lee’s term of probation ex-
pires, Lee will remain under the super-
vision of the court and the Probation 
Department. Should he commit any 
violations, his probation could be re-
voked by the judge and he could be sen-
tenced to a term of imprisonment. 

Concerning the idea that Judiciary 
Committee Senators should have 
standing in independent counsel mat-
ters, I have heard the suggestion that 
the Judiciary Committee should have 
standing to seek judicial review of the 
Attorney General’s decisions on special 
counsel matters. This proposal seeks 
yet again to politicize the integrity of 
the process. It also ignores the fact 
that the independent counsel law is no 
longer in effect. The special counsel 
process is simply governed by Attorney 
General regulations. Surely this Com-
mittee should not have standing to in-
tervene in the application of internal 
Justice Department regulations. 

I have expressed concern about the 
damage that can be done to the integ-
rity of the criminal justice system if 
the majority in Congress politicizes 
prosecutorial decision-making, includ-
ing by interfering in ongoing criminal 
matters and pending investigations. 
Authorizing the majority of a standing 
Congressional Committee to initiate a 
criminal investigation is a bad idea. 

f 

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, it has 
been more than a year since the Col-
umbine tragedy, but still this Repub-
lican Congress refuses to act on sen-
sible gun legislation. 

Since Columbine, thousands of Amer-
icans have been killed by gunfire. Until 
we act, Democrats in the Senate will 
read some of the names of those who 
lost their lives to gun violence in the 
past year, and we will continue to do so 
every day that the Senate is session. 

In the name of those who died, we 
will continue this fight. Following are 
the names of some of the people who 
were killed by gunfire one year ago 
today. 

June 28, 1999: 
Shawn Anderson, 28, Baltimore, MD; 

James Bennett, 54, Houston, TX; Charles 
Johnson, 43, Houston, TX; John J. Juska, 58, 
Cape Coral, FL; Kris Kempski, 32, St. Louis, 
MO; Samuel L. Leonard, 43, Chicago, IL; 
Keith McSwain, 21, Washington, DC; Alfredo 
Montano, 23, Chicago, IL; Ronald Posada, 22, 
Houston, TX; Latrell Thomas, 34, Chicago, 
IL; Robin Thompson, 21, Baltimore, MD; 
Taha Wheeler, 21, Detroit, MI; Willie Wilson, 
44, Philadelphia, PA; Ronnie Woodall, 26, St. 
Louis, MO; and an unidentified male, 27, 
Portland, OR. 

f 

RUSSIA HUMAN RIGHTS 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I wish 
to voice my concern about the deterio-
rating human rights situation in Rus-
sia. A decade after the break-up of the 
Soviet Union, Russia still faces enor-
mous obstacles to becoming a stable 
and prosperous nation. Russia’s GDP is 
less than half of what it was before the 
break-up, with much of its population 
impoverished and uncertain about its 
future. Russia’s medical system is in 
near collapse, and both life expectancy 
birthrates have declined sharply. 
Crime is escalating, and corruption is 
widespread. 

This is a scenario that would chal-
lenge any government. It will require 
great leadership to turn things around 
in order to move Russia towards great-
er freedom and prosperity. But recent 
events have made me fearful that, 
rather than leading Russia forward, 
President Putin and his government 
are leading their country back into the 
regrettable past. 

The apparently baseless arrest of 
Vladimir Gusinsky raises new concerns 
about President Putin’s commitment 
to an independent media, particularly 
in light of his government’s abuse of 
Radio Liberty journalist Andrey 
Babitsky in retaliation for critical re-
porting from Chechnya. The Russian 
government has not heeded inter-
national calls for an independent inves-
tigation into reports of escalating 
human rights abuses allegedly com-
mitted by Russian troops against 
Chechen civilians. The reported harass-
ment by the Putin government against 
some religious minorities, including 
pressure placed on a prominent Jewish 
group, is also extremely troubling. 

Mr. President, a Russia that is demo-
cratic and free and follows the rule of 
law will be a strong and prosperity 
country, a source of pride to its people, 

and an ally respected by all nations. I 
call on Congress and the Administra-
tion to do all that is possible to ensure 
that President Putin moves his coun-
try towards this goal. 

f 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business yesterday, Tuesday, 
June 27, 2000, the Federal debt stood at 
$5,650,719,953,982.79 (Five trillion, six 
hundred fifty billion, seven hundred 
nineteen million, nine hundred fifty- 
three thousand, nine hundred eighty- 
two dollars and seventy-nine cents). 

One year ago, June 27, 1999, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,640,526,000,000 
(Five trillion, six hundred forty billion, 
five hundred twenty-six million). 

Five years ago, June 27, 1995, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $4,948,217,000,000 
(Four trillion, nine hundred forty-eight 
billion, two hundred seventeen mil-
lion). 

Ten years ago, June 27, 1990, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,165,289,000,000 
(Three trillion, one hundred sixty-five 
billion, two hundred eighty-nine mil-
lion) which reflects almost a doubling 
of the debt—an increase of almost $2.5 
trillion—$2,485,430,953,982.79 (Two tril-
lion, four hundred eighty-five billion, 
four hundred thirty million, nine hun-
dred fifty-three thousand, nine hundred 
eighty-two dollars and seventy-nine 
cents) during the past 10 years. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

PRESERVING TYRE, LEBANON 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the American Na-
tional Committee for Tyre and the 
International Association to Save Tyre 
for all the good work they are doing to 
raise awareness on the issue of pre-
serving this great historical site. As 
many may know, Tyre, Lebanon was 
one of the most important cities in the 
classical era. It served as an adminis-
trative center of life for the people of 
the Mediterranean region, and was the 
birthplace for the modern day alphabet 
and democracy. If restored to its origi-
nal beauty, and its antiquities are 
carefully unearthed and preserved, 
Tyre could become a world center for 
cultural education of past civilizations. 

I am pleased to serve as the Honorary 
Chairman of the American National 
Committee and I am honored to work 
with my colleague and friend, Senator 
Claiborne Pell, whose previous 20 years 
of leadership on this issue remains in-
valuable. 

There is no dispute that underneath 
the present day soil of Tyre lies the 
great archeological treasures of eight 
successive civilizations: the Phoeni-
cian, Persian, Roman, Greek, Byzan-
tine, Arab, and Ottoman, as well as 
that of the Crusaders. Many attempts 
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