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the Republicans referred at the hear-
ing, dated March 15, 1996, is from an 
aide and states in relevant part: ‘‘we’ve 
confirmed the fundraisers for Monday, 
April 29th. The question is whether you 
wish to seriously consider [another in-
vitation in New York.].’’ The Vice 
President replied by email that ‘‘if we 
have already booked the fundraisers 
then we have to decline.’’ Obviously, 
the fund-raisers to which these emails 
refer are the one fundraiser originally 
scheduled at a restaurant in Los Ange-
les, later cancelled, and the fundraiser 
in San Jose. They do not refer to the 
Hsi Lai temple visit. 

Regarding oversight of the Peter Lee 
case, Senator SPECTER has claimed 
that the Peter Lee case is a closed mat-
ter and that it was somehow appro-
priate to interview the district court 
judge in that case. The record should 
be clear that the Lee case is in fact 
pending in at least two respects. First, 
Lee filed a motion to terminate his 
probation on September 28, 1999. Oppo-
sition to the motion was filed by the 
government on October 6, 1999. A deci-
sion on that motion had not yet been 
rendered at the time of the Senator’s 
interview of the judge in February 1999 
and may remain pending today. In ad-
dition, until either this motion is 
granted or Lee’s term of probation ex-
pires, Lee will remain under the super-
vision of the court and the Probation 
Department. Should he commit any 
violations, his probation could be re-
voked by the judge and he could be sen-
tenced to a term of imprisonment. 

Concerning the idea that Judiciary 
Committee Senators should have 
standing in independent counsel mat-
ters, I have heard the suggestion that 
the Judiciary Committee should have 
standing to seek judicial review of the 
Attorney General’s decisions on special 
counsel matters. This proposal seeks 
yet again to politicize the integrity of 
the process. It also ignores the fact 
that the independent counsel law is no 
longer in effect. The special counsel 
process is simply governed by Attorney 
General regulations. Surely this Com-
mittee should not have standing to in-
tervene in the application of internal 
Justice Department regulations. 

I have expressed concern about the 
damage that can be done to the integ-
rity of the criminal justice system if 
the majority in Congress politicizes 
prosecutorial decision-making, includ-
ing by interfering in ongoing criminal 
matters and pending investigations. 
Authorizing the majority of a standing 
Congressional Committee to initiate a 
criminal investigation is a bad idea. 

f 

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, it has 
been more than a year since the Col-
umbine tragedy, but still this Repub-
lican Congress refuses to act on sen-
sible gun legislation. 

Since Columbine, thousands of Amer-
icans have been killed by gunfire. Until 
we act, Democrats in the Senate will 
read some of the names of those who 
lost their lives to gun violence in the 
past year, and we will continue to do so 
every day that the Senate is session. 

In the name of those who died, we 
will continue this fight. Following are 
the names of some of the people who 
were killed by gunfire one year ago 
today. 

June 28, 1999: 
Shawn Anderson, 28, Baltimore, MD; 

James Bennett, 54, Houston, TX; Charles 
Johnson, 43, Houston, TX; John J. Juska, 58, 
Cape Coral, FL; Kris Kempski, 32, St. Louis, 
MO; Samuel L. Leonard, 43, Chicago, IL; 
Keith McSwain, 21, Washington, DC; Alfredo 
Montano, 23, Chicago, IL; Ronald Posada, 22, 
Houston, TX; Latrell Thomas, 34, Chicago, 
IL; Robin Thompson, 21, Baltimore, MD; 
Taha Wheeler, 21, Detroit, MI; Willie Wilson, 
44, Philadelphia, PA; Ronnie Woodall, 26, St. 
Louis, MO; and an unidentified male, 27, 
Portland, OR. 

f 

RUSSIA HUMAN RIGHTS 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I wish 
to voice my concern about the deterio-
rating human rights situation in Rus-
sia. A decade after the break-up of the 
Soviet Union, Russia still faces enor-
mous obstacles to becoming a stable 
and prosperous nation. Russia’s GDP is 
less than half of what it was before the 
break-up, with much of its population 
impoverished and uncertain about its 
future. Russia’s medical system is in 
near collapse, and both life expectancy 
birthrates have declined sharply. 
Crime is escalating, and corruption is 
widespread. 

This is a scenario that would chal-
lenge any government. It will require 
great leadership to turn things around 
in order to move Russia towards great-
er freedom and prosperity. But recent 
events have made me fearful that, 
rather than leading Russia forward, 
President Putin and his government 
are leading their country back into the 
regrettable past. 

The apparently baseless arrest of 
Vladimir Gusinsky raises new concerns 
about President Putin’s commitment 
to an independent media, particularly 
in light of his government’s abuse of 
Radio Liberty journalist Andrey 
Babitsky in retaliation for critical re-
porting from Chechnya. The Russian 
government has not heeded inter-
national calls for an independent inves-
tigation into reports of escalating 
human rights abuses allegedly com-
mitted by Russian troops against 
Chechen civilians. The reported harass-
ment by the Putin government against 
some religious minorities, including 
pressure placed on a prominent Jewish 
group, is also extremely troubling. 

Mr. President, a Russia that is demo-
cratic and free and follows the rule of 
law will be a strong and prosperity 
country, a source of pride to its people, 

and an ally respected by all nations. I 
call on Congress and the Administra-
tion to do all that is possible to ensure 
that President Putin moves his coun-
try towards this goal. 

f 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 
close of business yesterday, Tuesday, 
June 27, 2000, the Federal debt stood at 
$5,650,719,953,982.79 (Five trillion, six 
hundred fifty billion, seven hundred 
nineteen million, nine hundred fifty- 
three thousand, nine hundred eighty- 
two dollars and seventy-nine cents). 

One year ago, June 27, 1999, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,640,526,000,000 
(Five trillion, six hundred forty billion, 
five hundred twenty-six million). 

Five years ago, June 27, 1995, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $4,948,217,000,000 
(Four trillion, nine hundred forty-eight 
billion, two hundred seventeen mil-
lion). 

Ten years ago, June 27, 1990, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,165,289,000,000 
(Three trillion, one hundred sixty-five 
billion, two hundred eighty-nine mil-
lion) which reflects almost a doubling 
of the debt—an increase of almost $2.5 
trillion—$2,485,430,953,982.79 (Two tril-
lion, four hundred eighty-five billion, 
four hundred thirty million, nine hun-
dred fifty-three thousand, nine hundred 
eighty-two dollars and seventy-nine 
cents) during the past 10 years. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

PRESERVING TYRE, LEBANON 

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the American Na-
tional Committee for Tyre and the 
International Association to Save Tyre 
for all the good work they are doing to 
raise awareness on the issue of pre-
serving this great historical site. As 
many may know, Tyre, Lebanon was 
one of the most important cities in the 
classical era. It served as an adminis-
trative center of life for the people of 
the Mediterranean region, and was the 
birthplace for the modern day alphabet 
and democracy. If restored to its origi-
nal beauty, and its antiquities are 
carefully unearthed and preserved, 
Tyre could become a world center for 
cultural education of past civilizations. 

I am pleased to serve as the Honorary 
Chairman of the American National 
Committee and I am honored to work 
with my colleague and friend, Senator 
Claiborne Pell, whose previous 20 years 
of leadership on this issue remains in-
valuable. 

There is no dispute that underneath 
the present day soil of Tyre lies the 
great archeological treasures of eight 
successive civilizations: the Phoeni-
cian, Persian, Roman, Greek, Byzan-
tine, Arab, and Ottoman, as well as 
that of the Crusaders. Many attempts 
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have been made to unearth these treas-
ures, but present day realities have 
made it very difficult to implement a 
full fledged plan to discover these an-
tiquities. 

Tyre has been designated as a World 
Heritage site, and as such, should be 
treated with great respect for the edu-
cation of future generations. The Gov-
ernment of Lebanon is searching for 
ways to protect the archeological sites 
while planning realistically for eco-
nomic expansion and tourism. However 
there are problems. 

The Lebanese Government recently 
approved building the southern exten-
sion of the coastal highway near many 
of the archeological treasures. The gov-
ernment has also permitted some of 
the coastal sea area to be refilled for 
the construction of parking lots. In ad-
dition, there has been damaging activ-
ity surrounding Tell El-Mashouk. 

It is my hope that the Lebanese gov-
ernment will institute a master plan, 
cultural resources assessment, and a 
management plan for Tyre which will 
clearly map out the best approach at 
uncovering, preserving, and displaying 
these vast treasures. I do hope that the 
government will cease it present activ-
ity in the area until it can develop a 
workable and enforceable plan. 

It seems a particularly appropriate 
time for the Lebanese Government to 
be planning their approach to the city 
of Tyre. With the Israeli withdrawal 
from the South of Lebanon, and peace 
close at hand, Lebanon can begin the 
process of rebuilding through tourism. 
It is my hope that part of the agenda 
to rebuild Southern Lebanon includes 
the preservation of the great city of 
Tyre and its surroundings, and I offer 
my assistance to do what I can in the 
United States to help the government 
of Lebanon achieve this goal.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WAYNE 
SHACKELFORD 

∑ Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I 
rise to pay tribute to a constituent, a 
distinguished public servant, and a 
friend—Wayne Shackelford, who re-
cently retired as Commissioner of the 
Georgia Department of Transportation. 

During his tenure, Commissioner 
Shackelford presided over the reshap-
ing of Georgia’s transportation net-
work, helping build up our state’s in-
frastructure for the 21st century. As 
one of the fastest growing states in the 
Union, with a population rapidly ap-
proaching 8 million, Georgia will face 
many challenges in the coming dec-
ades. We are well prepared to meet 
those challenges in large part thanks 
to the vision and leadership of Wayne 
Shackelford. 

Since taking office in 1991, he has 
overseen the construction of more than 
5,000 miles of new roads throughout the 
state, while stewarding such innova-
tions as Georgia’s first express lanes 

for buses and car pools and a computer 
system to monitor and manage traffic 
movement. In fact, Georgia DOT’s Ad-
vanced Transportation Management 
System, NAVIGATOR, is the most 
complete model of an urban transpor-
tation management system in the 
United States and is being studied by 
transportation leaders worldwide. 

Commissioner Shackelford is recog-
nized for his interest in multimodal 
and intermodal transportation issues. 
He has refocused the efforts of Georgia 
DOT on the movement of people and 
goods, not just vehicles, and has looked 
beyond roads by initiating the develop-
ment of passenger rail service and ex-
panding rural airports to accommodate 
commuter aircraft. 

His leadership extends to regional 
and national transportation policy de-
velopment. He served as President of 
the Southeastern Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials 
in 1993 and was President of the Amer-
ican Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials in 1995. He was 
also Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Intelligent Transportation 
Society of America from 1998 to 1999 
and continues to serve on the Board. In 
addition, he became Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the Transpor-
tation Research Board of the National 
Research Council in January, 1999 and 
was a member of the President’s Coun-
cil on Year 2000 Conversion. 

He has earned many national and 
state awards, including the Key Citizen 
of 1996 Award from the Georgia Munic-
ipal Association. In September, 1997, 
the State Transportation Board dedi-
cated the Transportation Management 
Center in Atlanta as the Wayne 
Shackelford Building. 

The Georgia DOT has also won many 
top national awards under Commis-
sioner Shackelford’s leadership, includ-
ing the top national awards for asphalt 
and concrete paving for 1996 and the 
top quality construction awards from 
the National Asphalt Paving Associa-
tion in 1997 and 1998. Georgia has been 
rated for two consecutive years—and 
for many of the past 15 years—as hav-
ing the best-maintained roads in the 
nation. 

For these and many other achieve-
ments it is my great pleasure to com-
mend Commissioner Shackelford, to 
thank him for his many years of hard 
work and dedication on behalf of the 
people of Georgia, and to wish him well 
in all his future endeavors.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. NANCY FOSTER 

∑ Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, it is 
with the most heartfelt sadness that I 
rise today to commemorate the life of 
Dr. Nancy Foster, who passed away 
Tuesday at her home in Baltimore, 
Maryland. As I stand here today I re-
call that only a year ago I spoke to you 
about Dr. Foster’s outstanding work as 

head of the National Ocean Service at 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. The news of her pass-
ing was bitter pill. Not only was Dr. 
Foster a dedicated and visionary public 
servant, but she was also universally 
admired and loved. I know that her cre-
ativity, boundless energy, and compas-
sion will be sorely missed both here 
and at NOAA. Dr. Foster’s efforts in 
my home state of South Carolina both 
as head of NOS and then at NOAA’s 
Fisheries Service were testaments to 
her skill at bringing groups together to 
solve incredibly complex coastal prob-
lems, from protecting our sea turtles 
to conserving and understanding our 
precious coastal resources. The world 
is a better place for her having served 
here with us. 

Dr. Foster came to NOAA in 1977 and 
spent her career promoting programs 
to explore, map, protect and develop 
sustainably our Nation’s coastal and 
fishery resources. She helped create 
the National Marine Sanctuary Pro-
gram and Estuarine Research Reserve 
Program. These programs preserve 
America’s near shore and offshore ma-
rine environments in the same manner 
as do the better known national parks 
and wildlife refuges on land. Nancy 
went on to serve as the Director of Pro-
tected Resources at NOAA’s Fisheries 
Service, where she managed the Gov-
ernment’s programs to protect and 
conserve whales, dolphins, sea turtles 
and other endangered and protected 
species. After that, Dr. Foster was 
named the Deputy Director of the Fish-
eries Service, where she forged alli-
ances between fishing and conservation 
groups to ensure both the protection of 
our living marine resources and the 
sustainability of our human resources. 
I particularly recall her special efforts 
in South Carolina, where she worked 
hand in hand with our shrimpers to 
help them devise ways of keeping sea 
turtles out of their nets. 

In 1977, Commerce Secretary Bill 
Daley and NOAA Under Secretary Jim 
Baker tapped Nancy to take over the 
National Ocean Service. Not only was 
she the first woman to direct a NOAA 
line office, but she was given one of the 
most senior levels a career professional 
can achieve; in other agencies or bu-
reaus, such a position would be re-
served for at least an Assistant Sec-
retary-level official. NOS has the long-
est running mission of all the NOAA 
line offices—coastal mapping traces its 
lineage back to 1807—and she pioneered 
a reinvention effort that has made the 
Ocean Service one of the most modern 
and effective of the line offices. A prov-
en innovator, she directed the total 
modernization of NOAA’s essential 
nautical mapping and charting pro-
grams. In addition, along with Dr. Syl-
via Earle she created a ground-break-
ing partnership with the National Geo-
graphic Society to launch a 5-year un-
dersea exploration program called 
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