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Lorna is a woman of dedication who does
not rest on her laurels. A winner of the first
pageant she entered at the age of 15—Miss
St. Pauls—and subsequent crowns of Miss
Lumbee in 1994, Miss Fayetteville in 1998,
and Miss Topsail Island in 2000, Loma has
kept the fire and energy alive to reach her
dream of Miss North Carolina. She is a
woman of dedication who provides a positive
example for all to follow. A woman of dedica-
tion who has served as a substance abuse
counselor with the Palmer Drug Prevention
Program in Lumberton, Lorna will now inform
young people all across North Carolina of the
danger of drugs and alcohol.

Finally, Lorna is a woman of determination:
a woman determined to make a difference, a
woman of determination who understands that
we face challenges that will define our future,
a woman of determination who knows that we
must address these challenges, a woman of
determination motivated by the hope of mak-
ing life better for all.

Personally, my family and | have come to
know and love Lorna over the last few years.
She sang when | first announced | was run-
ning for Congress on September 25, 1995, in
Lumberton’s Downtown Plaza, and she also
sang during my announcement for re-election
on October 2, 1997. More recently, my wife,
Dee, and Lorna have been “working out” to-
gether at a local fitness center for the last six
months, leading up to her recent coronation.
Lorna and Dee have even been taking boxing
together under the same instructor, Staff Sgt.
Andrew Baker, who is retired from the U.S.
Army.

Mr. Speaker, Lorna often uses the words of
Pastor Robert Schuller when speaking before
young people on the importance of achieving
their dreams—"“If it's gonna be, it's up to me.”

Lorna, thank you for fulfilling those words
through your decision, your dedication, and
your determination. We wish you continued
success, and may God’s strength, peace and
joy be with you as you begin your reign as
Miss North Carolina 2000 and as you compete
for the title of Miss Americal
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Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Chair-
man, | rise in support of the amendment of-
fered by Representatives LOWEY, MCCARTHY,
DELAURO and STABENOW. This amendment
would increase by $150 million the bill's ap-
propriation for the Community Oriented Polic-
ing Service (COPS) program. The COPS pro-
gram adds officers to the beat, enhances
crime-fighting technology, and supports crime
prevention initiatives.

The COPS program is a Clinton/Gore initia-
tive that has been successful in adding cops
to the beat and advancing community policing
nationwide. To date, the COPS program has
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funded more than 104,000 officers. Commu-
nity policing is a crime fighting strategy that
encourages law enforcement to work in part-
nership with the community to solve crime
problems. Mr. Chairman, this is a proven
crime fighting initiative that has worked in my
district and throughout the nation.

COPS is making a difference in our schools.
Many communities are discovering that
trained, sworn law enforcement officers as-
signed to schools make a difference. The
presence of these officers provides schools
with on-site security and a direct link to local
enforcement agencies.

Community policing officers typically perform
a variety of functions within the school. From
teaching crime prevention and substance-
abuse classes to monitoring troubled students
to building respect for law enforcement among
students, School Resource Officers combine
the functions of law enforcement and edu-
cation.

These funds will allow the COPS program to
award grants to add up to 7,000 officers to our
nation’s streets and to provide added safety in
our schools. These funds will be used to equip
law enforcement with 21st century tools to
fight 21st century crime. Grants will be used to
invest in interagency information networks,
technology centers, ballistics testing, DNA re-
search and backlog reduction, crime lab en-
hancement, and crime mapping and analysis.

Mr. Chairman, my district is comprised of
cities like Watts and Compton which struggle
to meet the demands of crime fighting. While
the rest of the nation is experiencing unprece-
dented drops in crime, our nation’s urban cen-
ters are being left behind. | want to urge my
colleagues to support this amendment which
provides additional funding for a program that
has truly taken a bite out of crime.

—————
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4690) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2001, and for other purposes:

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Chairman, | regret hav-
ing to oppose this amendment offered by my
good friend colleague from lllinois. While | ap-
preciate what the gentleman is trying to do, |
cannot support a reduction of $15 million dol-
lars in the National Weather Service budget.

This bill does not provide sufficient funding
for many valuable programs, and it fails to
provide any funding for many others. The
funding level provided in the bill for NOAA,
which administers the National Weather Serv-
ice is already $500 million below the Adminis-
tration’s request and the gentleman’s amend-
ment would essentially level fund the weather
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service at last year's level. That is simply un-
acceptable.

Every American in this country relies upon
the weather service—at times to provide infor-
mation that is vital to save lives and property.
Weather Service programs cost each taxpayer
a few dollars per year—a modest price to pay
for the protection of life and property.

We have entered hurricane season. The
gentleman’s amendment would cut funding
from the operations budget of the Hurricane
Center in Miami and from other critical weath-
er prediction centers around the country. Base
operations at the 121 weather forecast offices
around the country also would be impaired by
this cut. This is simply too high a price to pay.

As the gentleman knows, the Administration
included $15 million for The PRIME Technical
Assistance Grants in its budget request. | am
certain there are many Members who share
the gentleman’s desire to see this program
funded, however it should not be funded by
cutting funds from corps programs of the Na-
tional Weather Service.

———————
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4690) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2001, and for other purposes:

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Chairman, | rise in sup-
port of my amendment to the FY 2001 Com-
merce-Justice-State Appropriations bill to help
address the area code crisis that we are fac-
ing in America. Since 1995, we have added
95 new area codes in the United States. At
our current pace, some estimate that we will
run out of area codes entirely as early as
2007. If we run out of available numbers, your
constituents will foot the estimated $150 billion
bill.

The problem is not that there aren’t enough
numbers out there, it's that tens of thousands
of numbers are being unused. Unfortunately
companies have been forced to take numbers
in blocks of 10,000—even if they were only
going to use a handful of the numbers. The
rest of the numbers just sit unused.

In Massachusetts, the problem has become
quite large in the last few years. In 1998, we
added two new area codes in the state—781
and 978—for a total of five area codes. At the
time, we were assured that these new codes
would last for many years and we wouldn’t
have to go through this disruptive process
again. Unfortunately, less than two years later,
we were informed that these new codes were
running out of numbers already and that we
would have to add four new codes in Eastern
Massachusetts alone. Now the area code in
Western Massachusetts is also in jeopardy. If
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