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must be considered without regard to whether 
any particular level of radiation was measured 
for that individual especially when exposure is 
not denied. 

Congress must ensure that veterans ex-
posed to ionizing radiation either on site or re-
sidually be eligible for benefits. Without H.R. 
134 radiation-exposed veterans do not have a 
realistic chance of proving their disability 
claim. I urge my colleagues to support our vet-
erans by co-sponsoring H.R. 134. 
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HONORING MR. SCOTT FLORES 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 30, 2001 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor Scott Flores, the outgoing chairman 
of the Denver Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce, who has made significant contributions 
to the Hispanic community and to Colorado as 
a whole. 

The Denver Hispanic Chamber flourished 
under his leadership. It has been recognized 
not only as the Regional Hispanic Chamber of 
the Year for a nine-state region, but also as 
the leading large Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce in the country, highlighting its important 
leadership role in the local and national His-
panic community. 

During the past year, Scott Flores has been 
the individual most responsible for uniting the 
seven Hispanic Chambers throughout Colo-
rado into a single Colorado Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce Alliance. Although this alliance 
is still in the development phase, it has the po-
tential to unite Colorado Hispanics economi-
cally and socially. This new organization could 
help strengthen existing businesses and es-
tablish new ones. Additionally, this new orga-
nization will likely be partnered with the United 
States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, which 
could help to foster cultural unity and stimulate 
further achievements on the part of the His-
panic community in Colorado. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize Mr. 
Scott Flores for his efforts. I have no doubt 
that his work with the Denver Hispanic Cham-
ber will continue to benefit our economy and 
improve American equality and social justice. 
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HONORING BILL NORTH, PRESI-
DENT, JURUPA VALLEY CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 30, 2001 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication to the community and to the overall 
well-being of California’s Inland Empire and 
the nation is unparalleled. The Inland Empire 
has been fortunate to have dynamic and dedi-
cated business and community leaders who 
willingly and unselfishly give time and talent to 
making their communities a better place to live 
and work. Mr. Bill North is one of these indi-
viduals. 

On January 27, 2001, Bill North was hon-
ored by the Jurupa Valley Chamber of Com-
merce during his installation dinner, not only 
for being the singular individual in the Cham-
ber’s history to serve three consecutive terms 
but also for his life-long service to the commu-
nity and our country. In 1989, Bill and his wife, 
Debbie, joined the Chamber of Commerce as 
the owners of Eagle One Security. In those 12 
years they have given time and time again, 
and are still at it. 

Bill North’s life is a testament to the found-
ing principles of our great nation. One of 
twelve children born in Cawood, Kentucky, Bill 
grew up working in tobacco fields and on his 
family farm. At only seventeen he enlisted in 
the United States Army, training with the Brit-
ish Commandos to become an Airborne Rang-
er. As a soldier he fought in more than his 
share of battles, including: Normandy, the Bat-
tle of the Bulge, the Rhineland, Northern Eu-
rope and Central Europe Campaigns. His 
bravery and heroism earned him a Silver Star, 
five Bronze Stars, a Presidential Citation, two 
Purple Hearts and many other citations. The 
war not only introduced him to seemingly im-
possible challenges—such as when his outfit 
mistakenly parachuted behind enemy lines 
and landed in a concentration camp, engaging 
in heavy combat, and liberating the victims— 
but also afforded him the opportunity to share 
a meal with Winston Churchill and having 
General Patton remark to him, ‘‘You’ll Make It 
Kid,’’ while riding on the General’s tank. 

After the war, Bill’s long and prosperous ca-
reer included a stint in the steel mills of Detroit 
and government work in California, welding ti-
tanium heat shields for the first manned orbital 
space flight. However, it is his community in-
volvement that has set Bill apart, including: 
fifty-seven years as a Shriner within the Ma-
sonic Order, the Elk & Moose, Junior Mechan-
ics, Odd Fellows, Red Man and numerous oth-
ers. These groups have allowed him to con-
tinue to express his care for humanity by de-
livering meals to those in need and visiting ter-
minally ill children in the hospital. Bill is also 
a co-founder of the Concerned Citizens on Pa-
trol and currently volunteers as a Social Inves-
tigator with the Riverside County Probation 
Department’s Youth Accountability Board Pro-
gram. 

Bill North’s incredible devotion to our nation 
and his outstanding work to promote the busi-
nesses, schools and community organizations 
of the Jurupa Valley Chamber of Commerce 
make me proud to call him a community mem-
ber and fellow American. I know that all of the 
Inland Empire, including myself, are grateful 
for his contribution to the betterment of our 
community and salute Bill as he commences 
his fourth term (third consecutive term) as 
President of the Jurupa Valley Chamber of 
Commerce. I look forward to continuing to 
work with him for the good of the community 
well into the future. 

A SALUTE TO JACK MCLAUGHLIN 
HONORING HIS YEARS OF SERV-
ICE WITH THE BERKELEY UNI-
FIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 30, 2001 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor today 
to salute Berkeley Unified School District’s Su-
perintendent, Jack McLaughlin, for his years of 
service to the school district and city of Berke-
ley. 

Superintendent McLaughlin has thirty-seven 
years of service in California’s public school 
system to his credit, with twenty-six of those 
years as a district superintendent throughout 
the state. Additionally, he has also served as 
a teacher, Principal and Assistant Super-
intendent. Dr. McLaughlin is leaving Berkeley 
Unified to become Nevada State’s Super-
intendent of Public Instruction. 

Dr. McLaughlin has made a positive and 
profound impact on the students and faculty of 
Berkeley during his six-year tenure as its Su-
perintendent. These impacts include imple-
mentation of a full scale class size reduction, 
implementation of an Early Literacy Plan, cre-
ation of small school academies at Berkeley 
High School, conversion of the continuation 
school to an alternative high school, imple-
mentation of a rigorous promotion and reten-
tion policy, extension of the day program for 
additional academic student support, construc-
tion of five new school buildings, four magnet 
schools and one new elementary school, re-
placement of over half of the district’s bus fleet 
with more energy efficient and low emission 
vehicles, implementation of a classroom tech-
nology program and creation of Healthy Start 
programs throughout the district to extend 
support for the school district’s families and 
students. 

While this list is just a fraction of his accom-
plishments in an active six-year tenure, it is no 
surprise that Dr. McLaughlin was named as 
California’s Superintendent of the Year in 
1999. 

I proudly join his friends and colleagues in 
thanking and saluting him for his years of 
service and commitment to education and 
wishing him much success on his new career 
in Nevada. Thank you Jack. 
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PROTECTING THE MILITARY 
HEALTH CARE BENEFITS OF 
LONG-MARRIED MILITARY 
SPOUSES FOLLOWING DIVORCE 

HON. PATSY T. MINK 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 30, 2001 

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, today I 
am introducing legislation extending eligibility 
to use the military health care system and 
commissary stores to un-remarried former 
spouses of a member of the uniformed serv-
ices in certain circumstances. The legislation 
is identical to H.R. 475 which I introduced in 
the 106th Congress. 
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