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fundraising requirements and agree to limit 
campaign spending. The funds are derived 
from a voluntary tax checkoff. 

A post-Watergate reform, the Presidential 
Election Campaign Fund, was intended to re-
spond to the cynical effects of money on the 
political process and restore public confidence 
in our elections. More specifically, supporters 
of public financing believed it would correct 
perceived problems in the presidential election 
process, such as the disproportionate influ-
ence of wealthy contributors and the demands 
of fundraising that can keep candidates from 
conveying their views to the public. 

Beyond my basic philosophical objections to 
publicly-financed elections, which forces tax-
payers to finance candidates whom they op-
pose, I believe the fund has not achieved its 
goal. Clearly, public funding has not stemmed 
the decline in confidence in the political sys-
tem. Moreover, the public has overwhelmingly 
rejected the campaign funds as is illustrated 
by declining participation rates. The most re-
cent figures available show that rates have 
gone from a high of 28.7% on 1980 tax re-
turns to 12.5% on 1997 returns. In fact, public 
participation has decreased so dramatically 
that in 1993, Congress trebled the checkoff 
amount from $1 to $3 to counter a shortfall in 
the system. 

Mr. Speaker, I think it is also important to 
note that modern-day campaigns and financ-
ing tend to render the checkoff-funding system 
somewhat ineffective. As it was conceived, the 
fund’s creators believed that the program’s 
spending limits would be an asset to cam-
paigns. However, the statute does not limit 
independent spending, which can supplement 
a candidate’s campaign treasury. As a result, 
the program is essentially restricting the 
speech of some elements of our society. In 
addition, the fund was created to alleviate the 
fundraising burden for primary candidates. 
While well intentioned, this components has 
had the opposite effect because primary can-
didates must try to raise funds in matchable 
$250 increments and may not accept more 
than $1,000 from an individual contributor. 
Consequently, fundraising requires more time 
and more resources. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, in six elections—1976 
through 1996—$887 million was distributed 
under the fund. Some of the recipients of 
these precious tax dollars clearly lacked elec-
toral credibility and appeal. For example, Lyn-
don LaRouch, who served a prison term for 
fraud and tax law violations, received more 
than $2.5 million. Given the public’s over-
whelming rejection of the system and the fact 
that tax dollars should be directed to more 
worthy government programs, I encourage my 
colleagues to join me in this effort to terminate 
the presidential Election Campaign Fund by 
cosponsoring H.R. 191. 
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HONORING PAUL BESSELIEVRE 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 31, 2001 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Paul Besselievre, the incoming 

President of the Greater Fresno Area Cham-
ber of Commerce. The Greater Fresno Area 
Chamber of Commerce is the largest business 
organization in California’s Central Valley. 

Paul served as Chief Executive Officer of 
the Fresno Chamber during the past year. His 
experience as C.E.O. gives Paul great insight 
into the goals of the Fresno Chamber during 
2001. 

Paul graduated from South Dakota School 
of Mines and Technology in 1964 with a Bach-
elor of Science Degree in Electrical Engineer-
ing. Growing up in South Dakota, Paul had a 
natural love for the outdoors. It was this pas-
sion that brought him to the Fresno area. He 
opened his own business in Fresno and is 
currently the President/Owner of Valley Trane 
Heating and Air Conditioning. 

Paul has been highly active in his commu-
nity. His past and present membership in pro-
fessional organizations includes: Board Mem-
ber, Workforce Development Board; Board 
Member, Fresno Business Council; Board 
Member, United Way; Board Member/Sec-
retary, Fresno Rotary; Board Member, Com-
munity Food Bank; Life Member, Optimist So-
ciety; Member, Yosemite Lakes Park Commu-
nity Church; Member, American Society of 
Heating, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning 
Engineers. 

The Greater Fresno Area Chamber of Com-
merce is the second largest Chamber in Cali-
fornia. They currently have over 2,300 mem-
bers. Their sole mission is to promote busi-
ness and enhance the economic cultural well 
being of the people in Fresno County. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor Paul 
Besselievre as the incoming President of the 
Greater Fresno Area Chamber of Commerce. 
I urge my colleagues to join me in wishing 
Paul Besselievre many more years of contin-
ued success. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF REVEREND 
GERARD A. PISANI, HONOREE OF 
THE RICHARD RUTKOWSKI ASSO-
CIATION 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 31, 2001 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Reverend Gerard A. Pisani, who 
will be honored by the Richard Rutkowski As-
sociation for his exceptional contributions to 
the community of Bayonne, NJ on January 20, 
2001. 

In America, the wealth and prosperity of our 
communities is not based solely on economic 
indicators. In fact, the most important indicator 
for the social well being of our neighborhoods 
and communities is the important contribution 
of community leaders; and today, I rise to rec-
ognize a truly great leader. 

Pastor Pisani attended Wheaton College 
and Taylor University, and completed his theo-
logical training at Nyack Missionary College. 
He was ordained to the ministry in the Baptist 
church in 1962. Pastor Pisani finished his re-
quirements to become an ordained Priest in 
the Episcopal Church on October 15, 1966, 
and was appointed the first Vicar of St. Gabri-

el’s Church, where he served until he became 
the Rector of Christ Church in Pompton 
Lakes. In 1974, he came to Trinity Parish in 
Bergen Point, where he is currently the pastor. 

In addition, Pastor Pisani is the president of 
Windmill Alliance, Inc., an organization that 
consists of volunteers from several local 
churches and temples and works in coopera-
tion with leaders from area businesses and in-
dustry to provide for the needs of the commu-
nity. The following groups are involved: The 
Windmill Center, a daily work activity center 
for disabled adults; Supportive Living, a resi-
dence program for disabled adults; Highways, 
a program providing support for the needy; the 
Umbrella Project, a proposed program to pro-
vide housing for women and children in need; 
and Supportive Employment, which provides 
career development, job training, and employ-
ment for adults with special needs. 

Pastor Pisani has served on the Board of 
the Bayonne Medical Center, and is presently 
serving on the Bioethics Committee of the Ba-
yonne Hospital as co-chair of the education 
committee. He is also chaplain of the Bayonne 
Kiwanis Club, the Bayonne Fire Department, 
and secretary/treasurer of the Bayonne Inter-
faith Clergy Association. He has received nu-
merous awards from these and other organi-
zations. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing Reverend Gerard A. Pisani. 
Through his compassion and dedication, he 
has made great contributions to the commu-
nity of Bayonne. His leadership and hard work 
are a great asset and an example for us all. 
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TRIBUTE TO BETTY FITZPATRICK 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 31, 2001 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to congratulate a remarkable 
woman, Betty Fitzpatrick, for her remarkable 
devotion to her community. 

Betty is being honored on January 31, 2001, 
by the National Association of School Nurses 
as the Nurse Administrator of the Year. Over 
the last eleven years, Betty has served as the 
Director of Health Services for Jefferson 
County Schools in Golden, Colorado. Betty 
oversees 136 schools in the Jefferson County 
area, where she has spent her life as an ad-
vocate for Colorado’s youth. The depth of Bet-
ty’s contributions goes much deeper than 
nursing. Her portfolio is witness to the dif-
ference she has made in the life of others: she 
has been the president and treasurer of her 
state nursing association, a prolific author, an 
advocate for legislation, grant writer, and a na-
tional presenter. Betty’s contributions to the 
citizens of Colorado are great in number and 
deserve the recognition of this body. 

Betty is an extraordinary citizen. While her 
skills as a nurse have been tested daily 
throughout her accomplished career, on one 
day—a day our country will never forget—she 
was put to the test and taken to the limits. On 
April 20, 1999, an incomprehensible tragedy 
took place on the grounds of one of Betty’s 
schools—Columbine High School. She was 
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 1201 January 31, 2001 
notified of the tragedy within minutes of its oc-
currence, and with hesitation she enacted an 
emergency plan and led the charge to assist 
the war-torn school. 

Betty is a tribute to nurses everywhere. Col-
leagues describe Betty as a quite nurse who 
handles herself with grace. Her enthusiasm to 
her work and her compassion is deserving of 
far more than this Congressional tribute. Ulti-
mately, the highest compliment that she can 
ever receive is the trust and love of her pa-
tients and the community. That, Mr. Speaker, 
is exactly what she has earned. 

Betty is an inspiration for us all and for all 
these reasons she is deserving of this honor. 
It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I say thank 
you to Betty for her dedication and service to 
her community over the years. She has 
worked hard for her community and state, giv-
ing mightily of herself to her neighbors. 

For that, Betty, we are all profoundly grate-
ful. 
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SAFER AMERICA FOR EVERYONE’S 
CHILDREN ACT (SAFE CHILDREN 
ACT), H.R. 255 

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 31, 2001 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing H.R. 255, the Safer America for Every-
one’s Children Act, or Safe Children Act. The 
Safe Children Act is a nine-point program 
which will reward those States and commu-
nities who work to keep guns out of the hands 
of children, promote opportunities for students, 
and support programs which keep our kids off 
the streets and away from drugs. By sup-
porting communities who take the initiative to 
combat school violence, we are encouraging 
parents and educators to work together to 
make the decisions which will effectively help 
our children and provide an appropriate and 
common sense solution. 

The Safe Children Act creates new safe 
communities and safe States block grants 
which can be used to supplement, expand, or 
enforce programs which combat school vio-
lence. To be eligible for the new grants, ‘‘safe 
communities’’ will have to offer a bi-annual 
gun buyback program, provide working pro-
grams to create safe and drug-free schools, 
and offer after-school programs, which focus 
on the social, physical, emotional, moral, and 
cognitive well-being of students. ‘‘Safe States’’ 
will have to enact legislation to require individ-
uals to be 21 years old to purchase a hand-
gun, require safety locks to be sold with fire-
arms at the time of sale, and create a public- 
private partnership to support organizations 
and municipalities which promote safe schools 
and gun safety. 

Furthermore, the Safe Children Act creates 
a school counseling demonstration program to 
award grants to schools to establish or expand 
school psychological counseling programs, of-
fering individual schools the opportunity and 
funding necessary to have on-site or on-con-
tract child psychologists to assist troubled stu-
dents. Additionally, the measure promotes the 
safety of law enforcement personnel by pro-

hibiting the importation of large capacity am-
munition feeding devices and exempts quali-
fied law enforcement officers and retired offi-
cers from state laws prohibiting the carrying of 
concealed firearms. 

Mr. Speaker, I have been meeting with par-
ents, teachers, students, and law enforcement 
officials, to discuss the root of the problems in 
our Nation’s schools to find a resolution. The 
Safe Children Act is an important first step, 
because it promotes and supports community 
initiatives and inclusion. 

It is obvious that no one solution exists for 
solving the increase in school shootings, but it 
is imperative that we all dedicate ourselves to 
working together within our families and com-
munities to stop the violence among our 
youth. 

The real solution to combating school vio-
lence will not be found in the Halls of Con-
gress, rather in our schools, homes, and com-
munities throughout our Nation. The Safe Chil-
dren Act will reward those communities which 
work together to provide a safer America for 
everyone’s children. 
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THE CONSUMER ONLINE PRIVACY 
AND DISCLOSURE ACT 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 31, 2001 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, unprec-
edented number of American consumers are 
flocking to the Internet to transact business 
and tap the nearly limitless informational data-
bases. The explosion in Internet usage, how-
ever, is not without problems. Unlike shopping 
in a mall or browsing through a library where 
individuals travel anonymously through the 
merchandise racks and library stacks, the 
Internet is becoming less and less anony-
mous. Direct marketing firms are now trying to 
identify individuals as they surf the web to iso-
late where they visit and what they are view-
ing. 

This new data collection practice is most 
often described as Internet profiling. Internet 
profiling describes the practice of joining a 
consumer’s personal information with his or 
her Internet viewing habits. To develop this 
detailed profile a ‘‘persistent cookie’’ must be 
attached to a consumer’s cookie as they move 
through a web site. A persistent cookie is a 
small text file copied for varying lengths of 
time to consumers’ computers to track their 
movements while online. 

My legislation will prohibit Internet Service 
Providers (ISP) and web site operators from 
allowing third parties to attach these persistent 
cookies to a consumer’s computer without his 
or her knowledge and consent. In addition, the 
legislation requires the Federal Trade Com-
mission (FTC) to promulgate rules specifying 
that all operators of a Web site or online serv-
ice provide a clear and conspicuous notice of 
their privacy policy in clear, non-legalistic 
terms. The bill also requires a Web site or on-
line service to provide consumers with an op-
tion to prevent the use of their personal infor-
mation for any activity other than the trans-
action. Finally, the privacy policy must clearly 

state how any collected information will be 
shared or transferred to an external company 
or third party. 

While my legislation gives consumers more 
information and control over how they use the 
Internet, I have also included a provision that 
will hold e-commerce companies to their pri-
vacy policies. With the insolvency of many 
dot-com companies, often the only tangible 
asset left to satisfy creditors is a consumers 
transaction and personal information. 

The global reach of the Internet is beneficial 
only so long as the information traveling 
through cyberspace remains private. Con-
sumers will pull back from this burgeoning in-
formation and commerce tool if they believe it 
is being used to invade their privacy. While I 
understand that there are many differing ap-
proaches to the issues of Internet privacy, I 
believe this legislation addresses a critical 
component of the Internet privacy debate and 
I look forward to moving it in the 107th Con-
gress. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MARGUERITE 
S. BABER, ANNUAL HONOREE OF 
IRELAND’S 32 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 31, 2001 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Marguerite S. Baber, one of three 
honorees at the annual dinner-dance hosted 
by Ireland’s 32 on January 19, 2001. Ms. 
Baber will be honored for her accomplish-
ments and for her continued dedication to im-
proving the quality of life for the residents of 
Bayonne, New Jersey. 

Marguerite Baber’s compassion and dedica-
tion to her community and to children are the 
cornerstone of the Simpson-Baber Foundation 
for the Autistic, which she founded. The Foun-
dation is a non-profit charity that raises funds 
for the educational, recreational, and social 
needs of autistic children and other develop-
mentally disabled children in the Bayonne 
community. The Foundation works closely with 
the Bayonne Public Schools to provide for the 
special education needs of public school stu-
dents, and sponsors numerous social events 
for autistic children and their families. 

In addition, Ms. Baber is the former director 
of Financial Services at the Katherine Gibbs 
School in Montclaire; and she served as trust-
ee and treasurer of the Bayonne Healthcare 
foundation, director of the Bayonne Chamber 
of Commerce, and director of the Bayonne 
Town Center. Currently, Ms. Baber is pursuing 
her Ph.D. in school business administration at 
Seton Hall University. 

Ms. Baber is also co-owner of Carousel Col-
lections, a children’s clothing store. She is 
married to Superior Court Judge Mark A. 
Baber, and is the mother of three chidlren: 
James (12), Stephen (10), and Marguerite (9). 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing Marguerite S. Baber for her com-
passionate and committed service to the com-
munity of Bayonne, New Jersey. 
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