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TRIBUTE TO DONNA GARNETT,
OUTSTANDING COLORADO WOMAN

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 31, 2001

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a moment to congratulate a remarkable
woman, Donna Garnett, for her remarkable
devotion to her community. Over the last
twenty-five years, Donna has lived in Colorado
and has worked to improve the quality of life
for its children. Through her volunteer work,
Donna has helped hundreds of children in our
State. Her continued devotion to the under-
privileged children of Colorado has earned her
the honor of being named Outstanding Colo-
rado Woman. Donna’s contributions to the citi-
zens of Colorado are great in number and de-
serve the recognition of this body.

Donna is an extraordinary citizen. She has
not only devoted her life to helping underprivi-
leged children in Colorado, but she has also
been a wonderful mother of three—Austin, 22,
and twins, Max and Alexis, who just turned
six. In addition to being an advocate for under-
privileged children, Donna has also had an
outstanding professional career. Over the past
twenty-five years, Donna has had a parade of
professional accomplishments: she has been
a faculty member at University of Colorado-
Denver, and a Professor of child development
at Colorado State University, as well as Direc-
tor of the Early Childhood Center at Metropoli-
tan State College, Director of the Auraria Child
Care Center. Moreover, she’s been a contrib-
uting columnist at the Rocky Mountain News,
and a Policy Director at the Office of the Gov-
ernor.

As a volunteer, Donna has worked with nu-
merous groups that work toward the better-
ment of children and families in Colorado. The
following are just a few of her service oriented
endeavors: Donna created the Work and Fam-
ily Consortium to assist employers in accom-
modating work and family issues in the work
place; she has been a consultant for the State
of Colorado, working to help parents and
teachers with troubled children; she has lent
her grant writing expertise to many non profit
organizations; and, finally, she helped estab-
lish the Urban Farm at Stapleton which helps
inner-city children who live in at-risk neighbor-
hoods in Denver.

Donna is an inspiration for us all and for all
these reason she is deserving of the honor of
Outstanding Colorado Woman. It is with this,
Mr. Speaker, that | say thank you to Donna for
her dedication and service to her community
over the years and congratulate her on this
recognition. She has worked hard for her com-
munity and State and for that we are all grate-
ful.

COMBAT ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION
HON. BOB STUMP

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 31, 2001

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, on January 3,
2001, | introduced H.R. 190, legislation to

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

deny citizenship to the American-born children
of illegal aliens.

The 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion states, “all persons born in the United
States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof,
are citizens.” The Federal Government inter-
prets this to grant automatic citizenship to the
children of illegal aliens born in the United
States. | believe this is a gross misinterpreta-
tion and that there is no constitutional require-
ment to confer citizenship to the U.S.-born
children of illegal aliens. lllegal aliens cannot
be subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States because they are in the United States
without legal authority.

Mr. Speaker, few can dispute that the prac-
tice of granting automatic-birthright citizenship
to the children of illegal aliens is a great incen-
tive for illegal immigration. Citizen children
qualify for welfare and other social services,
thus illegal parents receive benefits. This
raises serious concerns about the use of pub-
lic assistance by individuals illegally present in
the United States. According to a 1997 Gen-
eral Accounting Office report, in FY95 about
$1.1 billion in Aid to Families with Dependent
Children (AFDC) and Food Stamp benefits
were provided to households with an illegal
alien parent for the use of his or her citizen
child. There can be no mistake that the citi-
zenship grant has significantly contributed to
our unprecedented levels of illegal immigra-
tion. According to some figures, an estimated
165,000 children are born to illegal aliens in
the U.S. annually.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that those individuals
who actively defy the laws of the United
States by illegal entry or overstaying the terms
of their entry should not have the cherished
constitutional right to confer citizenship upon
their children. As Members of Congress, we
have an obligation to ensure that our borders
are protected and our immigration laws are
followed. Accordingly, | strongly urge my col-
leagues to cosponsor H.R. 190 to end this in-
justice.

——

INTRODUCTION OF THE EDU-
CATION IMPROVEMENT TAX CUT
ACT

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 31, 2001

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to introduce
the Education Improvement Tax Cut Act. This
act, a companion to my Family Education
Freedom Act, takes a further step toward re-
turning control over education resources to pri-
vate citizens by providing a $3,000 tax credit
for donations to scholarship funds to enable
low-income children to attend private schools.
It also encourages private citizens to devote
more of their resources to helping public
schools, by providing a $3,000 tax credit for
cash or in-kind donations to public schools to
support academic or extra curricular programs.

I need not remind my colleagues that edu-
cation is one of, if not the, top priority of the
American people. After all, many members of
Congress have proposed education reforms
and a great deal of time is spent debating
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these proposals. However, most of these pro-
posals either expand Federal control over edu-
cation or engage in the pseudo-federalism of
block grants. Many proposals that claim to in-
crease local control over education actually
extend Federal power by holding schools “ac-
countable” to Federal bureaucrats and politi-
cians. Of course, schools should be held ac-
countable for their results, but under the
United States Constitution, they should be
held accountable to parents and school
boards not to Federal officials. Therefore, |
propose we move in a different direction and
embrace true federalism by returning control
over the education dollar to the American peo-
le.

P One of the major problems with centralized
control over education funding is that spending
priorities set by Washington-based Represent-
atives, staffers, and bureaucrats do not nec-
essarily match the needs of individual commu-
nities. In fact, it would be a miracle if spending
priorities determined by the wishes of certain
politically powerful Representatives or the
theories of Education Department func-
tionaries match the priorities of every commu-
nity in a country as large and diverse as
America. Block grants do not solve this prob-
lem as they simply allow states and localities
to choose the means to reach federally-deter-
mined ends.

Returning control over the education dollar
for tax credits for parents and for other con-
cerned citizens returns control over both the
means and ends of education policy to local
communities. People in one community may
use this credit to purchase computers, while
children in another community may, at last,
have access to a quality music program be-
cause of community leaders who took advan-
tage of the tax credit contained in this bill.

Children in some communities may benefit
most from the opportunity to attend private,
parochial, or other religious schools. One of
the most encouraging trends in education has
been the establishment of private scholarship
programs. These scholarship funds use vol-
untary contributions to open the doors of qual-
ity private schools to low-income children. By
providing a tax credit for donations to these
programs, Congress can widen the edu-
cational opportunities and increase the quality
of education for all children. Furthermore, pri-
vately-funded scholarships raise none of the
concerns of state entanglement raised by pub-
licly-funded vouchers.

There is no doubt that Americans will al-
ways spend generously on education, the
question is, “who should control the education
dollar—politicians and bureaucrats or the
American people?” Mr. Speaker, | urge my
colleagues to join me in placing control of edu-
cation back in the hands of citizens and local
communities by sponsoring the Education Im-
provement Tax Cut Act.

HONORING LARRY WILLEY

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 31, 2001

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Larry Willey, the outgoing
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