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SENATE—Tuesday, February 6, 2001

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable LIN-
COLN D. CHAFEE, a Senator from the
State of Rhode Island.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Gracious Father, we join Americans
across the Nation in celebrating the
90th birthday of President Ronald
Reagan. On this day, Democrats and
Republicans unite in thanking You for
Ronald Reagan’s life and leadership,
his patriotism and character, and his
wisdom and vision. Our prayers for our
former President and friend 1lift us
above politics as we pray that You will
tenderly care for him in these days of
illness and recovery from surgery. In
Your wondrous grace, penetrate to the
depths of his soul with Your comfort
and assurance of our admiration.
Through Your Spirit, may he somehow
feel the love that overflows from the
hearts of people here in the Senate and
throughout the land.

Dear Lord, bless Nancy Reagan as she
continues to care for the President
with indefatigable devotion and coura-
geous love. Be with the family as they
celebrate this day with the joy of won-
derful memories and deep affection. We
renew our commitment to pray for and
support the research seeking a cure for
Alzheimer’s disease. Now we invite You
to fill this Chamber with Your presence
and each Senator with Your power for
the work of this day. You are our Lord
and Saviour. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable LINCOLN D. CHAFEE
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. THURMOND).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, February 6, 2001.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable LINCOLN D. CHAFEE, a
Senator from the State of Rhode Island, to
perform the duties of the Chair.

STROM THURMOND,
President pro tempore.

Mr. L. CHAFEE thereupon assumed
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The acting majority leader is rec-
ognized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, today
the Senate will be in a period for morn-
ing business until 12:30 p.m., with Sen-
ators DURBIN, DASCHLE, and HUTCHISON
in control of the time. By previous con-
sent, at 12:30 p.m. the Senate will re-
cess for the weekly party conference
meetings. Upon reconvening at 2:15
p.m., the Senate will begin consider-
ation of the nomination of Robert
Zoellick to be U.S. Trade Representa-
tive. There will be up to 2 hours debate
on the nomination, with a vote sched-
uled to occur at 4:15 p.m.

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention.

————

MEASURE PLACED ON
CALENDAR—S. 235

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I un-
derstand there is a bill at the desk due
for its second reading.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 235) to provide enhanced safety,
public awareness, and environmental protec-
tion in pipeline transportation, and for other
purposes.

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I object
to further proceedings on this bill at
this time.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The bill will be placed on the cal-
endar.

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President,
could I ask, what are the terms of
morning business?

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business not to exceed be-
yond the hour of 12:30 p.m.

Under the previous order, the time
until 10:30 a.m. shall be under the con-
trol of the Democratic leader or his
designee.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I
yield myself 10 minutes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————
EDUCATING CHILDREN

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I
had a chance to speak before the Na-
tional School Board Association yes-
terday. Sometimes it is only when you
speak that you realize how strong your
conviction is on an issue. I have come
to the floor of the Senate to make an
appeal to all Senators, starting with
Democrats.

The President, in his inaugural
speech, talked about leaving no child
behind. And the President, in his edu-
cation proposal, also spoke about leav-
ing no child behind. I think that is a
wonderful value and a wonderful vision
for our country. That, by the way, is
the mission of the wonderful organiza-
tion called the Children’s Defense Fund
headed by Marian Wright Edelman.

If we look at the arithmetic of the
President’s tax cut he is proposing this
week for the country, and if we are to
stay true to the theme of account-
ability—the President in his education
proposal called for accountability—I
would like to hold the administration
accountable on the floor of the Senate,
and with amendments and with debate,
in what I think is going to be a historic
debate.

The non-social Security surplus—
putting the Social Security trust fund
aside—is $3.1 trillion. President Bush
calls for $1.6 trillion in tax cuts. The
argument is: There is $1.5 trillion left.
What is the problem?

The problem is, first of all, when you
look at the $1.6 trillion and when you
look at the $3.1 trillion surplus, it is
not really that, because we all know
the Medicare trust fund money will be
kept separate, and now all of a sudden
$3.1 trillion in surplus becomes $2.6
trillion. When you add to that the tax
extenders—the tax credits that we all
know will be extended—and the pay-
ments that will go to farmers and
other groups of citizens in our country,
we are now down to $2 trillion. And
when you understand that there will be

@ This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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