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other vertical integrators won’t engage
in packer ownership. Agricultural con-
centration is not inevitable, it is
sweeping the rural landscape because
of the choices we make. Given the Jus-
tice Department’s reluctance to ad-
dress this merger, Congress must take
some responsibility to recommend
ways to strengthen our competition
and anti-trust laws. I believe S. 142 is
one step Congress can take.

Last year, several major farm organi-
zations endorsed my bipartisan effort
to prohibit meatpackers from owning
livestock prior to slaughter. I would
like to thank them for their support.
These grassroots groups include the
National Farmers Union, South Da-
kota Farmers Union, the South Dakota
Cattlemens Association, the Iowa Pork
Producers Association, Illinois Farm
Bureau, the Center for Rural Affairs,
the Organization for Competitive Mar-
kets, and the Ranchers—Cattlemens
Action Legal Fund, R-CALF.

The members of these organizations
believe that packer ownership and cap-
tive supply arrangements by
meatpackers result in less competition
for all sellers in the market, even
though producers or feeders who have
these arrangements often enter into
them voluntarily. As a consequence of
having slaughter livestock supplies
locked up through captive supplies,
meatpackers do not have to bid com-
petitively for all of their slaughter
needs. This may depress the market-
place and restrict access to producers
and feeders without the arrangements.
Packer ownership of Ilivestock in-
creases the likelihood of price manipu-
lation in the marketplace. When pack-
ers own livestock, they have the abil-
ity to push forward or hold back cap-
tive supplies in response to market
price. My bipartisan legislation is one
way to achieve a more competitive bid-
ding process in the cash market.

So today, almost a century after
President Teddy Roosevelt used a big
stick to give livestock producers a
square deal, we again face a choice be-
tween corporate takeover of agri-
culture and a fight for free enterprise.
I proudly cast my lot with free-enter-
prise family farm and ranch agri-
culture that has served our country so
well.

—————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO HOWARD BILLIMAN,
JR.

e Mr. McCCAIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay homage to Howard
Billiman, Jr., a decorated war hero,
proud father and grandfather, and loyal
servant of this country. It is with pro-
found sympathy and respect that I
commemorate the passing of this hon-
orable man. He exemplified the true
spirit of an American hero, humbly

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE

willing to place his loyalty to this
country before his own life.

Howard will be remembered as one of
the celebrated Navajo Code Talkers of
World War II, a dedicated Marine of the
2nd Marine Division who answered his
country’s call to duty and served with
distinction.

In reflection of his life, Howard’s
family has said that he never forgot his
roots, beginning in the small town of
Buell Park, Arizona. He grew up in a
small town, attending schools at Ft.
Defiance and Ft. Wingate, hardly
known by most outsiders. Howard, at
the young age of 16, voluntarily en-
listed in the Marine Corps, leaving be-
hind his family, town, and childhood.
He would face trials that would change
his life forever.

As one of 420 Navajos selected by the
military, Howard quickly excelled, and
was appointed as one of the first in-
structors of the Navajo Code Talkers.
With other young Navajos, Howard
helped to create an unbreakable code
that baffled the Japanese. Military ex-
perts now estimate that these code-
talking efforts shortened the war in
the Pacific by at least one year—and
some have even speculated that the
war may have turned out differently,
had it not been for their heroic deeds.

During World War II, Howard partici-
pated in every campaign of the 2nd Ma-
rine Division including the invasions of
Saipan, Tinian, the Battle of Okinawa,
and the occupation of Japan at Naga-
saki. Howard did not seek credit nor
praise, but quietly and modestly
amassed a memorable record of brave
acts and passionate service to his coun-
try and family. As a tribute for his val-
iant service, Howard received numer-
ous awards and honors including the
Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal, a
Presidential Unit Citation with Star
for Combat Action at Tarawa, the
Navy/Marine Corps Occupation service
Medal, and the Purple Heart for
wounds received in combat. He was
honorably discharged as a Corporal on
January 18, 1946.

After returning to the Navajo res-
ervation, Howard settled down at Buell
Park and then Sawmill, where he
raised 10 children with his spouse,
Mary Louise. He later became a proud
grandfather of 42 grandchildren.

In later years, as a member of the
Navajo Code-Talkers Association, How-
ard received several more awards dur-
ing travels with the group to Philadel-
phia and Washington, D.C. He was the
last surviving original Navajo Code In-
structor.

Until recently, the American public
was not aware of the tremendous sac-
rifice and contribution of Howard and
other Code Talkers. Without the Nav-
ajo Code Talkers, one can only imagine
what tragedies might have occurred at
that pivotal time in history. As Ameri-
cans, we owe a debt of gratitude to the
sacrifices of selfless patriots like How-
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ard whose noble service teaches us val-
uable lessons of duty and honor.
Howard Billiman, Jr. will be missed
by his family and friends, but his re-
markable courage and patriotism will
be long remembered by his country.e

————
TRIBUTE TO CAROL DIBATISTE

e Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, It is
an honor to take this opportunity to
recognize Carol DiBattiste, under Sec-
retary of the Air Force, who departed
office last month. During her tenure,
Under Secretary DiBattiste served
with honor and distinction, providing
exceptional leadership, and ensuring a
promising future for the Department of
Defense, the Air Force, and for Amer-
ican aerospace power.

Under Secretary DiBattiste earned a
respected reputation for her energy and
enthusiasm, focused directly on im-
proving quality of life for Air Force
members and their families. She quick-
ly became the Air Force’s key leader in
the fight against retention shortages
and recruiting shortfalls; her successes
in these endeavors are both impressive
and renowned.

Because of her immense talent and
dedication, Under Secretary DiBattiste
was selected to lead a special Depart-
ment of Defense task force to formu-
late anti-harassment policy—an emo-
tionally and politically charged sub-
ject. She delivered, as always, a bril-
liant solution, and then returned her
sharp focus back to her visionary and
aggressive campaign against recruiting
shortfalls. The Air Force met its goals
in recruiting last year mainly because
of her visionary solutions to create an
Air Force Recruiting and Retention
Task Force, an Air Force Marketing
and Advertising Office, and a Strategic
Communications Outreach Program.
Under Secretary DiBattiste is a leader
we respect because she leads by exam-
ple. In a short, 12-month stretch of
time, she delivered almost 100 speech-
es; and she traveled to over 85 bases
and locations throughout the world
during her tenure.

Carol DiBattiste has set a high
standard of leadership, commitment,
energy, and service to country. I know
my colleagues in Congress and our
grateful nation join me in thanking her
for her dedication and distinguished
service to our country; and we wish her
continued success in the future.e

————
TRIBUTE TO WHITTEN PETERS

e Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I
want to take a few minutes to recog-
nize the contributions of a patriot, a
leader, and a good friend of this insti-
tution who has departed government
service to return to life as a private
citizen.

During, his four-year tensure as
Under Secretary, Acting Secretary,
and Secretary of the Air Force, F.
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Whitten Peters has lead his Service to
new heights of achievement, and the
world is better for it. At a time when
the global security environment be-
came less predictable with each pass-
ing day, Whit Peters understood the
need for the Air Force to become more
responsive, more versatile, and more
powerful—all at the same time. With
boundless energy and enthusiasm, he
set out help the United States Air
Force do those things and more.

As the leading architect of aerospace
power, Whit Peters drove a funda-
mental re-examination of the relation-
ship between air, space, and informa-
tion systems. As a result, the Cold War
Air Force he inherited is well on its
way to becoming a modern, integrated
aerospace force, designed to meet the
challenges of a new millennium.

During Secretary Peters’ tenure, in
the troubled skies over Serbia, a war
was won for the first time with aero-
space power alone—and we did it with-
out losing a single American to enemy
action. Today, despots and dictators
hesitate to act because they know
America’s Air Force can bring power to
bear at the point of decision in a mat-
ter of minutes or hours. And, millions
of people, the world over, live better
lives because of the humanitarian mis-
sions undertaken by our United States
Air Force in the last four years.

While busy guiding the evolution of
the Air Force’s operational capabili-
ties, Secretary Peters also directed sig-
nificant improvements in acquisition,
logistics, and sustainment programs to
ensure the best possible use of defense
resources. He presided over the devel-
opment of the Evolved Expendable
Launch Vehicle—a revolutionary pair-
ing of Russian propulsion technology
with the best US commercial space-
launch capabilities—which will dras-
tically lower the cost of placing com-
mercial and defense payloads in earth
orbit. He led the consolidation of five
Air Force aircraft depots into three, re-
ducing depot over-capacity by 40 per-
cent and saving the taxpayers over $377
million a year. And, he arrested a 10-
year drop in aircraft readiness rates by
putting two billion dollars worth of ad-
ditional spares on the shelf where they
will be useful to aircraft maintainers.

Most important, Whit Peters took
care of his people. As every member of
this body knows, he fought hard for im-
proved pay, housing, and medical bene-
fits for every member of America’s Air
Force. He fought for better re-enlist-
ment bonuses for people in hard-to-fill
skills such as air traffic control, com-
puter network administration, and
over a hundred others. He pushed re-
lentlessly for better child-care facili-
ties to meet the demands of working
families, and today 95 percent of all Air
Force child care centers meet federal
accreditation standards, compared to
just 10 percent of child care facilities
nation-wide.
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No wonder the enlisted men and
women of the Air Force honored him
with their most prestigious recogni-
tion: induction into the Air Force
Order of the Sword. In the 53-year his-
tory of America’s youngest service, no
other Air Force Secretary has ever
been so honored. Nor has any service
secretary been so respected by the men
and women he leads.

Like the men and women of the Total
Air Force—the Air National Guard, the
Air Force Reserve, and the Regular Air
Force—we hate to see Whit Peters go,
and I know my colleagues will join me
in wishing him the fondest of farewells.
He is a rare leader and an even rarer
person in this town: a true gentleman
who cares more about others than him-
self. As the Air Force slogan says, ‘‘No
one comes close.”’®

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United
States submitting a nomination which
was referred to the Committee on Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

(The nomination received today is
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

REPORT ON THE OPERATION OF
THE ANDEAN TRADE PREF-
ERENCE ACT—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT—PM 3

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 203(f) of the
Andean Trade Preference Act (ATPA)
of 1991, as amended (19 U.S.C. 3201 et
seq.), I transmit herewith the third re-
port to the Congress on the Operation
of the Andean Trade Preference Act.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 5, 2001.

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time and placed on the calendar:

S. 235. A bill to provide for enhanced safe-
ty, public awareness, and environmental pro-
tection in pipeline transportation, and for
other purposes.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
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and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire:

S. 245. A bill to make permanent the mora-
torium on the Federal imposition of taxes on
the Internet; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire:

S. 246. A Dbill to extend the moratorium on
the imposition of taxes on the Internet for
an additional 5 years; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. HARKIN (for himself, Mr.
CHAFEE, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. BINGAMAN,
and Mr. JOHNSON):

S. 247. A bill to provide for the protection
of children from tobacco; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. HELMS (for himself, Mr. BIDEN,
and Mr. WARNER):

S. 248. A bill to amend the Admiral James
W. Nance and Meg Donovan Foreign Rela-
tions Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 2000
and 2001, to adjust a condition on the pay-
ment of arrearages to the United Nations
that sets the maximum share of any United
Nations peacekeeping operation’s budget
that may be assessed of any country; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. REID:

S. 249. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand the credit for
electricity produced from certain renewable
resources; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Mrs.
HUTCHISON, Mr. LOTT, Mr. DASCHLE,
Mr. KERRY, Mr. BAUCUS, Mrs. BOXER ,
Mr. BREAUX, Mr. BURNS, Mr. BYRD,

Mr. CARPER, Mr. CHAFEE, Mr.
CLELAND, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. COCHRAN,
Ms. CoLLINS, Mr. CORZINE, Mr.

DEWINE, Mr. DopD, Mr. DORGAN, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. FEINGOLD,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr.
HELMS, Mr. HOLLINGS, Mr. INOUYE,
Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. KOHL, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN,
Mrs. LINCOLN, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. MIL-
LER, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. REID, Mr.
ROCKEFELLER, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr.
SARBANES, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. SNOWE ,

Mr. SPECTER, Ms. STABENOW, Mr.
TORRICELLI, Mr. WARNER, and Mr.
WELLSTONE):

S. 250. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit to holders
of qualified bonds issued by Amtrak, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. HUTCHINSON (for himself, Mr.
HAGEL, Mr. DEWINE, and Mr. SMITH of
New Hampshire):

S. 251. A bill to require the Food and Drug
Administration to establish restrictions re-
garding the qualifications of physicians to
prescribe the abortion drug commonly
known as RU-486; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. VOINOVICH:

S. 2562. A bill to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to authorize appro-
priations for State water pollution control
revolving funds, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
CONRAD, Mr. GREGG, Mr. BURNS, Mr.
HUTCHINSON, Mr. ENZI, Mr. ROBERTS,
Mr. ALLARD, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. DORGAN,
Mr. THOMAS, and Mr. JOHNSON):

S. 253. A bill to reauthorize the Rural Edu-
cation Initiative in subpart 2 of part J of
title X of the Elementary and Secondary
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