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But as I have since learned and had a 

chance to meet many people through 
the course of being a Member of Con-
gress around the world, I have come to 
realize just how prophetic Ronald 
Reagan was and that these words were 
not merely words. These were not hol-
low statements. These were not just a 
pretty collection of syllables. America 
really is the shining city on the hill. 
And at the time, was the hill to which, 
the city to which people around the 
world in some very dire circumstances 
looked toward with hope and with opti-
mism. Sometimes that vision of Amer-
ica was all they had. 

Mr. Speaker, I am reminded of a trip 
I took to Israel. I met with Mr. 
Scharansky who had grown up in the 
old Soviet Union and who had spent a 
number of years in the Russian gulags 
being oppressed as a political prisoner, 
as a Jew, and in a very antireligious 
society in the Soviet Union. He said 
that when word passed through the 
prison cells that Ronald Reagan had 
publicly and emphatically described 
the Soviet Union as an ‘‘evil empire,’’ 
that was the day their hearts began to 
pound, because they knew that it was 
just a matter of time before they were 
released. 

As I stood there in Jerusalem listen-
ing to this story years later about a 
former Soviet prisoner, it made me ex-
traordinarily proud, not just to be an 
American, but to be one who voted for, 
supported, worked for Ronald Reagan 
and his candidacy, because it was a vic-
tory that did more than set the United 
States of America on the proper 
course. It was a victory that did rep-
resent that shining city on the hill 
that shone bright to the darkest corner 
of the globe and represented real hope 
and opportunity and optimism for 
those who saw no other source of opti-
mism. 

Mr. Speaker, I have heard lots of sto-
ries like that. I have heard stories like 
that from people who have spent time 
in Chinese prisons suffering behind 
bars as a result of religious persecu-
tion. That the words of President 
Reagan, the firmness with which he 
would deal when it came to com-
munism and the oppressive nature of 
communism, it has inspired revolution-
aries across the planet. It has inspired 
those whose thirst for democracy has 
been fulfilled. It has inspired those who 
have run for office in countries where 
pro-democracy, pro-free markets, pro- 
religious expression, those kinds of 
sentiments are all but abolished. And 
we see President Reagan’s firm com-
mitment to these concepts taking root 
in some of the most unlikely places. 

Here in the United States, as I men-
tioned before, there are many, many 
people who have come to Congress for 
the first time this year who have won 
seats in the State legislatures around 
the Nation, who have campaigned and 
won titles as county commissioner and 

city council member and school board 
member, who are inspired in their vi-
sion of a constitutional government of 
local strength, of a Nation that defines 
itself from within, inspired to run for 
office in the first place, to be active in 
their communities, and to lead as real 
Americans lead. 

Mr. Speaker, Ronald Reagan taught 
us that character means the world. 
With his unwavering moral sense, 
steeped in selflessness and decency, 
President Reagan offered a vision, a vi-
sion to all America, and then he fol-
lowed through. For that I am grateful, 
as is this Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I say to the former 
President, ‘‘Mr. President, I thank you 
and happy birthday. America and the 
world are better because of you, be-
cause of your courage, and because of 
your sacrifice. We shall never forget 
you.’’ 

If we have time left, I yield to the 
gentleman from Arizona. 

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Colorado for 
yielding. As the gentleman discussed, 
those who have crossed his path who 
have run for public office, whether in 
this country or beyond these borders, I 
think of the scores of young people who 
apply for internships or that first job 
here in Washington or back in our dis-
tricts who unfailingly cite the example 
of Ronald Reagan coming to political 
awareness, whether in elementary 
school or junior high, looking to that 
example of leadership. It is an example 
which will continue to inspire and mo-
tivate what he called the last, best 
hope of mankind. 

Mr. Speaker, it is the optimism that 
this noble experiment would continue. 
That despite the travails and the chal-
lenges we face, our basic goodness as a 
people and our reliance on principle 
and the notion of limited government 
will prevail. We shall not see his like 
again, though he will be emulated, 
though he always will be remembered. 

Mr. Speaker, the special nature of 
the leadership of Ronald Reagan, his 
optimism, his eloquence, his leadership 
ability, his foresight give us all reason 
to pause on this, his 90th birthday, not 
only to remember the past, but to 
pledge ourselves to work in the 
present, to provide for a glorious fu-
ture. For as he said, America’s greatest 
days are still to come. 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to close with three quotes 
from President Reagan. In his first in-
augural address in January of 1981, he 
said, ‘‘No arsenal or no weapon in the 
arsenals of the world is so formidable 
as the will and moral courage of free 
men and women.’’ 

Later that year, in September of 1981, 
he said, ‘‘We who live in free market 
societies believe that growth, pros-
perity, and ultimately human fulfill-
ment are created from the bottom up, 
not the government down. Trust the 
people.’’ 

And, finally, in a speech to the Re-
publican National Committee, August 
23, 1984, President Reagan said this: ‘‘In 
this springtime of hope, some lights 
seem eternal; America’s is.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for recog-
nizing me for this special order and for 
all of my colleagues who joined in this 
special order tonight in wishing Presi-
dent Reagan a happy 90th birthday. 
The country is grateful for the Presi-
dent’s service and for his optimism and 
passion for the country. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York (at the 
request of Mr. GEPHARDT) for today on 
account of personal business. 

Mr. BECERRA (at the request of Mr. 
GEPHARDT) for today and the balance of 
the week on account of business in the 
district. 

Mr. GRUCCI (at the request of Mr. 
ARMEY) for today and the balance of 
the week on account of a death in the 
family. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SHOWS) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. SHOWS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SKELTON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mrs. MINK of Hawaii, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BERRY, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. ROGERS of Michigan) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:) 

Mrs. BIGGERT, for 5 minutes, Feb-
ruary 7. 

Mr. GUTKNECHT, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. LEWIS of California, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
Mr. SENSENBRENNER, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
(The following Member (at his own 

request) to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Mr. KINGSTON, for 5 minutes, today. 

f 

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION 
SIGNED 

Mr. Trandahl, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled a joint 
resolution of the House of the following 
title, which was thereupon signed by 
the Speaker: 

H.J. Res. recognizing the 90th birthday of 
Ronald Reagan. 
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