February 6, 2001

EXPRESSING SYMPATHY FOR VIC-
TIMS OF EARTHQUAKE IN INDIA
ON JANUARY 26, 2001, AND SUP-
PORT FOR ONGOING AID EF-
FORTS

SPEECH OF

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 31, 2001

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it
saddens me greatly to have to introduce this
resolution along with my colleagues, our effort
to support the victims of the catastrophic
earthquake that struck India on January 26,
2001, on the very day the people of India
were to celebrate the adoption of their first
constitution as an independent people.

On January 26, the people of Gujarat in
western India were hit with an earthquake the
size and devastation of that which hit San
Francisco in 1906 killing more than 30,000.

As a fellow democracy we must provide the
people of India immediate relief, economic as-
sistance and the reconstruction efforts needed
to rebuild the lives and the state of Gujarat.

| have had the pleasure of visiting India on
a number of occasions and have established
a candid and sincere relationship with the In-
dian community, both in my congressional dis-
trict in Florida and abroad.

Several governments have taken action and
are providing assistance to the people of India
in determining what needs are to be met dur-
ing this critical time of despair. Notably, the
government and people of Pakistan have been
quick to send aid and much needed supplies.
| am hopeful that their friendship will continue
far beyond this difficult period. Moreover, | be-
lieve it is America’s duty to lend a helping
hand to our great neighbors.

India and its people need us and it is our
duty to expedite immediate assistance in re-
constructing their lives and concretely showing
our continued friendship and support.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MARY BONO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 6, 2001

Mrs. BONO. Mr. Speaker, | was necessarily
absent for all legislative business during the
week of January 29, 2001 through February 2,
2001, due to a medical condition. As a result,
| missed the following votes: On Tuesday,
January 30, 2001—question “On Motion to
Suspend the Rules and Pass, as Amended”
(Roll No. 5) for issue H.R. 93—Federal Fire-
fighters Retirement Age Fairness Act. On
Wednesday, January 31, 2001—question “On
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Agree” (Roll
No. 6) for issue H. Con. Res. 14—Permitting
the Use of the Rotunda of the Capitol for a
Ceremony as part of the Commemoration of
the Days of Remembrance of Victims of the
Holocaust, question “On Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Agree” (Roll No. 7) for issue H.
Con. Res. 15—Expressing Sympathy for the
Victims of the Devastating Earthquake that
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Struck India, and question “On Approving the
Journal” (Roll No. 8) for issue Journal. Had |
been present, | would have voted ‘“yea” for
the question “On Motion to Suspend the Rules
and Pass, as Amended” for the issue H.R. 93
(Roll No. 5), “yea” for the question “On Mo-
tion to Suspend the Rules and Agree” for the
issue H. Con. Res. 14 (Roll No. 6), “yea” for
the question “On Motion to Suspend the Rules
and Agree” for the issue H. Con. Res. 15 (Roll
No. 7), and “yea” for the question “On Ap-
proving the Journal” (Roll No. 8) for the issue
Journal.

———

REINTRODUCTION OF THE NAMING
OF THE GARDNER C. GRANT
POST OFFICE BUILDING

HON. JOHN ELIAS BALDACCI

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 6, 2001

Mr. BALDACCI. Mr. Speaker, today | re-
introduce legislation to rename the Post Office
in Cherryfield, Maine after the town’s long-time
Postmaster, Gardner C. Grant.

In rural Maine, as in rural areas all across
the country, the Post Office is more than just
a place to get your mail, and the Postmaster
is more than just an employee. The Post Of-
fice is a gathering place, where neighbors
catch up and exchange information. The Post-
master is part of the community, sharing news
and helping everyone.

Gardner Grant served as Postmaster in
Cherryfield for a remarkable 27 years. He also
has been an active part of the community,
serving as a Selectman, Academy Trustee,
Planning Board member and an assessor.
Gardner and his family—his wife Virginia and
their two sons—are part of the very fabric of
this Down East Maine town.

Gardner’s service has earned him the admi-
ration and respect of the people of Cherryfield.
To honor him, | have been asked to submit
this legislation to designate the Gardner C.
Grant Post Office Building. | am proud to do
so. Gardner Grant has served Cherryfield with
distinction, and | agree that naming the Post
Office in his honor would be a fitting tribute. |
look forward to working with my colleagues to
pass this legislation into law.

——

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF ANSON
IMPLEMENT, CO., OF
HIGGINSVILLE, MO

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 6, 2001

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this means to congratulate the Anson family
and my friends at Anson Implement, Co., of
Higginsville, Missouri, who recently celebrated
the company’s 100th anniversary as a John
Deere dealership.

The Anson family has contributed to the bet-
terment of Lafayette County, MO, since they
migrated from Kentucky and Tennessee in the
1830s. Born Moses Anson and later named
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“Mode”, the great grandfather of current co-
owner Joe Anson cherished all aspects of
farming. Mode recognized the need for a
country store that would benefit those who
worked on farms and other businesses in rural
Missouri. In 1897, he opened a lumber, hard-
ware, and building materials business in
Aullville, MO, to assist these individuals. Four
years later, in 1901, the Anson family, still
committed to farming, opened a John Deere
dealership that moved to Higginsville, MO, in
1917.

Through the years, Anson Implement, Co.,
has become an important part of the history of
Higginsville. Established by Mode Anson, the
implement dealership eventually passed into
the hands of his son, Leslie Anson, then to his
son, M.L. Anson. Both Leslie and M.L. worked
in and learned the family business from a
young age. In 1979, current co-owner Joe
Anson began operating the implement com-
pany after attending Westminster College and
working for six years at the Kansas City John
Deere branch.

Indeed, through their commitments to farm-
ing, to their community, and to their country,
four generations of Ansons have positively im-
pacted the lives of many rural Missourians. As
the residents of Lafayette County share in
Anson Implement’'s 100th anniversary, | am
certain that all Members of the House will join
me in paying tribute to this establishment and
to the Anson family, Mary Lou Anson, Joe
Anson, Jill Sutherland, Jan Weycker, and
Jenny Gockel.

———

RECOGNIZING FREDDIE TIDWELL
FOR HIS MANY YEARS OF SERV-

ICE TO CRAWFORD COUNTY,
GEORGIA
HON. SAXBY CHAMBLISS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 6, 2001

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to recognize a distinguished gentleman from
Georgia’s 8th District who has recently passed
away, Freddie J. Tidwell.

Mr. Tidwell served four terms as Crawford
County Commissioner and worked relentlessly
to bring millions of dollars to Crawford County,
Georgia. Additionally, he served Crawford
County as Judge of Small Claims Court for 12
years, served in the U.S. Navy as an advisor
to the South Korean Army during the Korean
Conflict, and served as a Georgia State Rep-
resentative.

Mr. Tidwell made a career of serving peo-
ple, and we all know this world needs more
people who are willing to put selfishness aside
and dedicate themselves to serving their com-
munity and their country. As a Member of
Congress from Georgia, | am fortunate to
have known Mr. Tidwell and had many oppor-
tunities to work with him on issues facing both
Crawford County and the state of Georgia.

Mr. Speaker, Georgia continues to be home
to incredible leaders and public servants. Mr.
Tidwell was one of those people. He was an
outstanding American, and it is an honor to
have known him.
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