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SENATE—Monday, January 8, 2001 
The Senate met at 12 noon and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore [Mr. BYRD]. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To-
day’s prayer will be offered by guest 
Chaplain Dr. Craig Barnes, National 
Presbyterian Church, Washington, DC. 

Dr. Barnes, please. 

PRAYER 

The guest Chaplain, Rev. Craig 
Barnes, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, as the Senators of our land 
begin their deliberations this day, we 
would be careful to ensure that the 
first words we speak remind us of our 
complete dependency upon You. We ask 
that You would bless these Senators as 
Your servants. They have come with 
their hearts and minds filled with great 
agendas, but even these, our leaders, 
are never more than mortals on a jour-
ney from dust to dust. So it is to you 
that we look for sacred visions that are 
greater than party visions and cer-
tainly greater than the visions any one 
of us could carry into this Chamber. By 
Your Holy Spirit, accommodate Your 
will to our political process, that it 
may be used to lead this Nation to 
Your own future filled with hope. And 
when the day is done and this Chamber 
is again empty, may all who have come 
here to serve the Republic know that 
their work has not been in vain. En-
courage them in the certain conviction 
that they will one day hear from You: 
Well, done, good and faithful servants. 
This we ask in the name of the Lord 
whose way we prepare. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Journal will now be read. 

Without objection, the further read-
ing of the Journal will be dispensed 
with and the Journal will stand ap-
proved to date. 

The Chair recognizes the Senator 
from Nevada. 

f 

PRINTING OF MATERIAL 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that a colloquy between 
Senators DASCHLE and LOTT regarding 
S. Res. 8, the organizing resolution 
passed by the Senate last Friday, be 

printed in today’s RECORD, and that the 
permanent RECORD be corrected to pro-
vide for its inclusion with the resolu-
tion when it passed the Senate last Fri-
day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. 

The material ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD is as follows: 

SENATE ORGANIZATION 
Mr. DASCHLE. The resolution just 

agreed to represents an honorable com-
promise between the two parties on 
how best to organize the Senate in the 
107th Congress. It was agreed to only 
after extensive negotiations between 
the two leaders, and after thorough 
consultation with all Senators. Al-
though there were difficult issues pre-
sented, and the two sides approached 
those issues from very different points 
of view, in the end we were able to 
reach an agreement that, we hope, will 
allow the Senate to take up and act on 
the Nation’s business in a bipartisan 
manner. In the meantime, we both 
agree that this situation is new ground 
and some things may have been over-
looked in the crafting of this resolu-
tion. I would therefore acknowledge 
that there may be an additional need 
to revisit this issue at a later date. 

Mr. LOTT. I concur with the assess-
ment of the majority leader, Senator 
DASCHLE. The unique circumstances 
presented by this historic 50–50 Senate 
created significant challenges in orga-
nizing the Senate, and those cir-
cumstances required both sides to com-
promise. Having both met with our re-
spective conferences, we both have dis-
covered the potential need in the fu-
ture to revisit some of the items con-
tained in this agreement. I think it is 
fair to say that we will deal with the 
new issues in good faith as they arise. 
After a great deal of effort, Senator 
DASCHLE and I have found a way to, in 
essence, meet half way. That is what 
this resolution does. 

Mr. DASCHLE. I will briefly describe 
the provisions of the resolution. 

First, it provides that the member-
ship of Senate committees will be 
equally divided between the two par-
ties, and that, consistent with a sepa-
rate resolution passed on January 3, 
2001, all committees will be chaired by 
Republican Senators beginning at noon 
on January 20. 

Second, the resolution provides that 
committee budgets and office space 
will be divided equally, subject to the 
customary set-asides for administra-
tive expenses and so-called non-des-
ignated staff. It is our expectation that 
the details of those arrangements will 
be negotiated and agreed to by the re-

spective chairman and ranking mem-
bers of the committee, in consultation 
with other members of each com-
mittee. It will also be left to the com-
mittees, as is customary at the begin-
ning of each new Congress, to agree to 
committee rules of procedure. 

Further, the resolution provides that 
committee administrative expenses 
may be increased where necessary, but 
that the total administrative expense 
allocation for all committees shall not 
exceed historic levels. I would add that 
my understanding of this provision is 
that it will result in little or no net in-
crease in the total amounts spent by 
committees on administrative ex-
penses. 

Third, it provides, in the case of a tie 
vote in committee on a bill or nomina-
tion, that either leader may move to 
discharge the committee, and that 
after 4 hours of debate, equally divided, 
the Senate proceed to vote on the mo-
tion to discharge. If the motion is 
agreed to, the bill or nomination would 
be placed on the calendar. Similarly, in 
the case of a tie vote in a sub-
committee on a legislative item or 
nomination, the resolution authorizes 
the committee chairman to discharge 
the subcommittee and place the legis-
lative item or nomination on the full 
committee agenda. 

Fourth, the resolution provides that 
no cloture motion shall be filed by ei-
ther party except to bring to a close 
debate, and that in no case shall clo-
ture be filed before the expiration of 12 
hours of debate. 

Fifth, it stipulates that it shall con-
tinue to be considered the prerogative 
of the majority leader to make motions 
to proceed—although the resolution 
does not affect the existing right of 
every Senator to make a motion to 
proceed if he or she chooses to do so. 

Sixth, it provides that in scheduling 
and debating all legislative and execu-
tive business in the Senate, both lead-
ers shall seek to attain an equal bal-
ance of the interests of the two parties. 

Finally, it provides that should ei-
ther party attain a majority of the 
whole number of Senators during the 
107th Congress, a new organizing reso-
lution would be required. I would add 
that it is the expectation of the two 
leaders that if the ratio in the full Sen-
ate changes to 51–49, then a resolution 
instituting one-seat margins in all 
committees would be necessary. 

That summarizes the basic provisions 
of the resolution. Does the distin-
guished Republican leader wish to com-
ment? 

Mr. LOTT. The majority leader has 
described the resolution accurately. I 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 10:49 Feb 28, 2007 Jkt 029102 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR01\S08JA1.000 S08JA1er
jo

ne
s 

on
 P

R
O

D
P

C
74

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-01T14:36:54-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




