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has since given us a remarkable series 
of Emmy Award-winning films, created 
the Honors with the great Hollywood 
showman Nick Vanoff, one of the shap-
ing influences of popular television. 
They produced the show for years—and 
since Nick’s death, George has pro-
duced the show each year with Don 
Mischer, who has given the world other 
extraordinary broadcasts from the 
Emmy Awards to the Opening Cere-
monies of the Olympic Games. Their 
artistic genius constantly renews the 
Honors, fills it with fresh delights and 
gives us an evening that is both enter-
taining and equal to the Pantheon of 
artists it celebrates. 

This year’s show honored Mikhail 
Baryshnikov, Chuck Berry, Placido Do-
mingo, Clint Eastwood, and Angela 
Lansbury—again illuminating the span 
and sparkle of America’s talent. I 
think how proud President Kennedy 
would have been of this ceremony 
which, like the Kennedy Center itself, 
fulfills his hope for ‘‘an America that 
will not be afraid of grace and beauty 
and which will reward achievement in 
the arts as we reward achievement in 
business or statecraft.’’ 

So for all they do to make that 
dream come true, I want to take this 
opportunity to acknowledge the Chair-
man of the Kennedy Center, James A. 
Johnson, and the impresarios of the 
Honors, George Stevens, Jr. and Don 
Mischer. For so many years, they have 
graced the stage of the Kennedy Center 
with this great celebration; they have 
graced the life of our nation by mark-
ing out the heights of its history in the 
performing arts. May the show go on 
and on. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO JACK BASSO 

∑ Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to an outstanding 
public servant, Peter ‘‘Jack’’ Basso, 
Assistant Secretary for Budget and 
Programs at the U.S. Department of 
Transportation. Jack is retiring after 
more than 35 years in government serv-
ice and moving on to a second career 
with the American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation Of-
ficials. 

Throughout his 36-year career with 
the federal government, Jack Basso 
has distinguished himself for his lead-
ership, commitment and dedication to 
public service and to making govern-
ment work better. Beginning as a fi-
nancial program analyst at the Federal 
Highway Administration, he quickly 
advanced through the ranks to posi-
tions in senior management at an 
FHWA regional office and at the agen-
cy’s headquarters. He served as Deputy 
Chair for Management at the National 
Endowment for the Arts, Assistant Di-
rector for General Management at 

OMB, and Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Budget and Programs before being 
nominated by President Clinton to his 
present position as Assistant Secretary 
for Budget and Programs and Chief Fi-
nancial Officer at the U.S. DOT. 

As a senior member of the Senate 
Banking Committee which has juris-
diction over the nation’s transit pro-
grams, I came to know Jack, as many 
other Members of Congress did, during 
the crafting of the Intermodal Surface 
Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 
(ISTEA) and its successor, the Trans-
portation Efficiency Act for the 21st 
Century or TEA 21. Jack put in count-
less hours running the tables, advising 
the Committees and individual Mem-
bers, and helping to work out the com-
promises that ultimately resulted in 
the enactment of these landmark 
pieces of legislation and record budgets 
for financing the Nation’s transpor-
tation infrastructure. I have enormous 
respect for the professionalism, inge-
nuity, and integrity which he brought 
to the positions in which he has served 
and greatly value the assistance he has 
provided to me and my staff over the 
years. The replacement of the Woodrow 
Wilson Bridge and many other trans-
portation projects in Maryland and 
throughout the Nation would not be 
taking place, but for his persistent ef-
forts. 

Jack Basso’s contributions and ac-
complishments in these positions have 
been recognized through many pres-
tigious awards including the Public 
Employee’s Roundtable Chairman’s 
Award for Distinguished Public Serv-
ice, the Presidential Rank Award, the 
Government Technology E-Commerce 
Leadership Award, and the General 
Services Administration’s Travel Man-
ager of the Year Award for two years 
running. His abiding sense of responsi-
bility and commitment have earned 
him the respect and admiration of ev-
eryone with whom he has worked. 

It is my firm conviction that public 
service is one of the most honorable 
callings, one that demands the very 
best, most dedicated efforts of those 
who have the opportunity to serve 
their fellow citizens and country. 
Throughout his career Jack Basso has 
exemplified a steadfast commitment to 
meeting this demand. I want to extend 
my personal congratulations and 
thanks for his many years of hard work 
and dedication and wish him well in 
the years ahead.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United 
States submitting a nomination which 

was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

(The nomination received today is 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:04 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has agreed 
to the following concurrent resolu-
tions, without amendment. 

S. Con. Res. 1. Concurrent resolution to 
provide for the counting on January 6, 2001, 
of the electoral votes for President and Vice 
President of the United States. 

S. Con. Res. 2. Concurrent resolution to ex-
tend the life of the Joint Congressional Com-
mittee on Inaugural Ceremonies and the pro-
visions of S. Con. Res. 90 of the One Hundred 
Sixth Congress. 
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet on Thurs-
day, January 4, 2001, at 10 a.m. on the 
nomination of Donald L. Evans to be 
Secretary of Commerce. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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PROVIDING FOR A CONDITIONAL 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES AND A 
CONDITIONAL RECESS OR AD-
JOURNMENT OF THE SENATE 

Mr. DASCHLE. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the consideration of 
H. Con. Res. 1, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 1) 
providing for a conditional adjournment of 
the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. DASCHLE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the concurrent resolution be 
agreed to and the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 1) was agreed to, as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 1 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on the legislative day of Saturday, 
January 6, 2001, it stand adjourned until 10 
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