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Funding for these projects includes im-
portant work being done at the Na-
tional Coral Reef Institute in Dania
Beach, Florida; and I am thrilled that
Congress continues its commitment to
this facility through this bill.

Protection of Florida’s unique envi-
ronment and the animals that inhabit
it are aided by this bill. Specifically,
this bill allocates $1.7 million for the
Marine Mammal Commission for con-
tinuation of studies to further protect
the endangered Florida manatee.

Additionally, this bill continues
funding for the Caribbean Initiative,
which provides added resources to the
FBI, DEA, and the INS for the region
that includes Puerto Rico, the Carib-
bean, and south Florida.

I am pleased to see that the bill be-
fore us includes significant funding for
the Community Oriented Policing
Services, the COPS program, adminis-
tered by the Department of Justice.
Specifically, the committee report rec-
ommends that funds be directed to the
largest school district in my State,
Miami-Dade County Public Schools, for
technology equipment for school polic-
ing activities.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, let me mention
that later in this debate I will offer an
amendment for funding to an impor-
tant project in a very small city in my
district that is in desperate need,
Pahokee, Florida. Looking ahead, I
thank the ranking member for working
with me on my amendment and for the
thoughtful consideration of it.

Mr. Speaker, this is a good bill; and
the rule is fine, as far as it goes. Again,
Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. SERRANO)
for bringing an excellent bill to the
House. This is a bipartisan bill that
helps millions of Americans from coast
to coast, and I urge passage of the bill
and adoption of the rule.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. KELLER).

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time, and I rise in support of the rule
and wish to talk specifically about one
of the most impressive components of
this piece of legislation we are going to
be voting on in terms of the Justice ap-
propriations.

As a proud original cosponsor of the
COPS program and the only member of
the Subcommittee on Crime from Con-
gress, I want to take this time to ap-
plaud the efforts of the chairman, the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF),
in reinstating the funding for the COPS
program at $1 billion, which is $158 mil-
lion more than the President re-
quested. This is a critically important
program to our law enforcement com-
munity and to the safety of our citi-
Zens.
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In my community of central Florida,
for example, we have added more than
500 police officers since 1994. We have
added 110,000 police officers across the
country. Over two-thirds of our police
departments have benefited from this
program. What happened? We saw a
dramatic downturn in crime. Every
year since 1994, the crime rate has gone
down.

Recently, I held a roundtable in my
community and invited all of the sher-
iffs and all the chiefs of police. Some
were elected; some were appointed.
Some were Republican; some were
Democrat. Some headed up large police
departments; some headed up small.
They all had one common goal. Their
number one criminal justice priority
was to fully fund the COPS program
because they saw it made a meaningful
difference in the lives of citizens in Or-
lando.

I want to applaud the leaders in fund-
ing this program and let them know
this will continue to make a meaning-
ful difference in people’s lives because
of their leadership.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time, and I
move the previous question on the res-
olution.

The previous question was ordered.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—_—

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 27 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WHITFIELD) at 6 o’clock
and 31 minutes p.m.

—

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 7, COMMUNITY SOLUTIONS
ACT OF 2001

Mr. DREIER, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 107-144) on the resolution (H.
Res. 196) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 7) to provide incentives
for charitable contributions by individ-
uals and businesses, to improve the ef-
fectiveness and efficiency of govern-
ment program delivery to individuals
and families in need, and to enhance
the ability of low-income Americans to
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gain financial security by building as-

sets, which was referred to the House

Calendar and ordered to be printed.
———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on
H.R. 2500, and that I may include tab-
ular and extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

—

DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE,
JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDI-
CIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2002

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 192 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2500.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2500)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Commerce, Justice and State,
the Judiciary, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2002, and for other purposes, with Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) and the gentleman
from New York (Mr. SERRANO) each
will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. WOLF).

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. YOUNG),
the chairman of the full Committee on
Appropriations.

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Chair-
man, I want to announce to Members
that as we begin consideration of this
very important appropriations bill that
because of the heavy schedule for the
floor this week, we would like to ac-
complish an agreement on limiting
time on amendments, as we have done
on other bills. In order to be fair to the
membership, in order to do this, I
would like to urge Members who have
an amendment that they would like to
have considered to this bill, that they
present that as soon as they possibly
can so that as we begin to create the
universe of amendments that we will
be considering, so that we will not
leave anybody out.

The schedule for the balance of the
evening will be announced at a later
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