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not been accidents. There have—but
the casks have performed as designed.
They haven’t broken open. They have
not leaked. We have done a hood job
transporting spent nuclear fuel and ra-
dioactive waste and we will continue to
do so. Great precautions are taken to
avoid accidents and when and if Yucca
Mountain is declared suitable as a re-
pository for fuel, additional transpor-
tation safety provisions under the Nu-
clear Waste Policy Act will kick in to
ensure that the additional transpor-
tation of spent fuel will continue in a
safe manner.

But we don’t have to wait for Yucca
to open to have safety measures in
place—we already have them. Ship-
ments are happening now and are safe.
A nuclear fuel container consists of lit-
erally tons of shielding inside a thick
steel cylinder. Any container design
must be licensed by the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission before the con-
tainer is used for shipment. The NRC
will not certify the container until it
undergoes a series of rigorous tests
demonstrating that it is invulnerable
to impact, flames, submersion and
puncture.

In addition to the safety of the casks,
spent nuclear fuel may be shipped only
along specified highway routes. Ship-
pers submit routes to the NRC for ap-
proval ahead of time. The NRC checks
that a route conforms to U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation regulations, re-
quiring the most direct interstate
route, and avoiding large cities when a
bypass or beltway is available. NRC of-
ficials drive the route ahead of time if
it has not been previously approved be-
fore or used within the past few years.
They will check for law enforcement
and emergency response capability as
well as secure facilities for emergency
stops. DOT regulations also require
that the shipper notify the governor of
each State on the route seven days be
fore the trip.

Specialized trucking companies han-
dle spent nuclear fuel shipments in the
United States. These experienced, spe-
cially licensed companies haul all
kinds of hazardous materials more
than 50 million miles annually. Vehi-
cles are state of the art, equipped with
computers that provide an instanta-
neous update on the truck’s location
and convey messages between driver
and dispatcher through a satellite com-
munications network. Drivers receive
extensive training and must be cer-
tified.

The DOT and NRC establish emer-
gency preparedness requirements for
radioactive materials. The Federal
Emergency Management Agency and
the DOE provide emergency response
training for state and local law en-
forcement officials, fire fighters, and
rescue squads, covering preparedness
planning and accident handling. In ad-
dition, DOE radiological assistance
teams provide expertise and equip-
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ment, including mobile laboratories, to
every region of the country. Also, ac-
cording to a voluntary mutual assist-
ance agreement, utilities respond to in-
cidents in their area until emergency
personnel from the shipper and ship-
ping utility arrive.

I have no objection to the overall
purpose of the amendment however, in
having a study done on infrastructure
and training. My colleagues should be
aware that we already do that continu-
ously for nuclear fuel and high-level
radioactive waste.

AMENDMENT NO. 1037
MICHIGAN CORRIDOR PROJECTS

Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, I
rise to engage in a colloquy with the
distinguished senior Senator from
Michigan and the distinguished chair-
woman of the Transportation Appro-
priations Subcommittee. As the chair-
woman knows, over the past few years,
the State of Michigan has competed for
funds under the Coordinated Border
and Corridor Program of the Transpor-
tation Equity Act (TEA 21). However,
because of increased earmarking, dis-
cretionary funds have been greatly di-
minished. This year, both House and
Senate did not contain any discre-
tionary funds, eliminating an impor-
tant discretionary funding source for
the State of Michigan.

I would ask the distinguished chair-
woman to give consideration to a par-
ticularly important project on our
U.S.-Canadian border in Michigan. The
Ambassador Bridge Gateway Project
which will provide direct interstate ac-
cess to the Ambassador Bridge and im-
prove overall traffic flow to and from
our U.S.-Canadian border, needs $10
million this year to keep the project on
schedule. To date, there has been a
total of $30.2 million in federal funds
either spent or committed with a state
match of $7 million. Any consideration
that the distinguished chairwoman can
provide is much appreciated.

Mr. LEVIN. I join the distinguished
Senator from Michigan in asking the
distinguished chairwoman to give this
important project consideration in con-
ference. The Ambassador Bridge in De-
troit, MI is a critical project for the
State’s trade infrastructure. It is one
of the three busiest border crossings in
North America, and more trade moves
over this bridge than the country ex-
ports to Japan. It is crucial that we
keep traffic moving safely and effi-
ciently at this crossing. The Ambas-
sador Bridge Gateway project will pro-
vide direct interstate access to the
bridge, and improve overall traffic flow
to and from the Ambassador Bridge.
This project also has a wide range of
support from the state, local govern-
ment, metropolitan planning and the
business community.

Ms. MURRAY. I thank the distin-
guished Senators from Michigan, and I
will be happy to work with them in
conference on this important corridor
project.
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MORNING BUSINESS

Mrs. MURRAY. I ask unanimous con-
sent the Senate move to a period of
morning business with Senators per-
mitted to speak for 5 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Madam President,
is the order that we are in morning
business with Senators allowed to
speak for up to 5 minutes?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct.

The

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Thank you,
Madam President.
———
SAFE TRUCKS ON AMERICAN
HIGHWAYS

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Madam President,
I commend Senator MURRAY and Sen-
ator SHELBY for drafting an amend-
ment that is attempting to address the
issue of safe trucks on American high-
ways. This is an issue that has caused
a lot of disagreement. I know it is a
very controversial issue. I want to
speak about it because my State is
most certainly affected. But I think
every State is affected by whether we
have safe trucks on our highways.

We do not yet have an agreement on
this issue that everyone can live with,
but I think we are a lot closer than
anyone thinks. I ask Senators MURRAY,
SHELBY, MCCAIN, GRAMM, and the ad-
ministration to work together to try to
make sure we come out with regula-
tions that will assure that we have the
facilities and manpower to inspect
every truck coming into our country,
whether it is from Mexico or from Can-
ada.

Second, we must make sure we have
foreign-owned trucks and drivers meet
U.S. safety standards, while ensuring
fair treatment for our trading partners.
That is our responsibility and our com-
mitment under NAFTA.

Third, I think it is very important
that we commit to providing the finan-
cial resources for the inspection sta-
tions and other border infrastructure.
The administration asked for about $38
million for this purpose. The Murray-
Shelby committee report that is on the
floor has more than $100 million to
make sure we have the border inspec-
tion stations, without which we
couldn’t possibly comply with NAFTA.

If we have good regulations and the
money to conduct the inspections, I
think we can come up with language
that will be acceptable to everyone and
keep our commitment under NAFTA.
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