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Right now, unfortunately, many 

Americans are denied the care that 
they really need that is medically nec-
essary because the HMO is not willing 
to pay or denies the care. 

The second point that we are trying 
to achieve with true HMO reform is to 
make sure that if your care has been 
denied, if your doctor says that you 
need an operation and the HMO says 
we are not going to pay for it, that you 
have a way to redress that grievance, 
which is that you can go to an external 
review board quickly that can overturn 
that decision that can make sure that 
you get the procedure or operation; or, 
ultimately, if that does not work, that 
you can go to court. 

The problem is that the Fletcher bill, 
the bill that the Republican leadership 
wants to bring up and supports, really 
does not guarantee those two points, 
does not achieve what is necessary for 
HMO reform in those two major areas. 
Let me explain why. 

The decision about what is medically 
necessary, about whether or not you 
are going to be able to get a particular 
type of treatment, well, unfortunately, 
the standard of review for what is 
medically necessary in the Fletcher 
bill is a lot weaker. It allows for the 
HMO to use all the kinds of bureau-
cratic tricks to make sure that they 
still control the process or the stand-
ard as to what kind of care that you 
get.

The Dingell-Ganske-Norwood bill, 
the real Patients’ Bill of Rights, guar-
antees that that standard of review is 
one that is the normal practice by 
medical practitioners, by doctors in 
your community, and also with regard 
to specialty care. 

For example, if you need a cardio-
logical procedure, if it is a child and a 
pediatrician has to come into play, 
that that specialty care, the standard 
of review of what is medically nec-
essary is made by the physicians by the 
standard in the medical community, by 
the standard in that specialty care 
community. You do not have that 
guarantee under the Fletcher bill. 

On the second point, which is that if 
you are denied the care that you have 
the ability quickly to overturn that de-
cision. Once again, the Fletcher bill 
falls short. It does not have the guar-
antee that we have in the real Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights that says that 
you have to be able to act quickly. 
That if you need an operation and you 

are being denied or you are in an emer-

gency room and you are being denied 

something, that you can quickly go to 

an outside review board and have that 

overturned.
There are so many procedural road-

blocks to your ability to overturn the 

decision in the Fletcher bill that you 

really do not have the ability to effec-

tively address your grievances and to 

overturn that denial of care. 
Mr. Speaker, I do not want anybody 

to be confused about what is going on 

here. What is going on here is that, 

once again, the Republican leadership 

is trying to deny the majority, most 

Democrats and enough Republicans 

that make up the majority for the real 

Patients’ Bill of Rights, the oppor-

tunity to have a vote, a clean vote on 

that bill. That is what we want. That is 

what we demand. That is what we hope 

the Committee on Rules will achieve 

when we vote on this bill later this 

week. My greatest fear is we will not 

have this that clean vote, and I would 

ask that that be accomplished. 

f 

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There 

being no further requests for morning 

hour debates, pursuant to clause 12, 

rule I, the House will stand in recess 

until 10 a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 20 min-

utes a.m.) the House stood in recess 

until 10 a.m. 

f 

b 1000

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 

tempore (Mr. CANTOR) at 10 a.m. 

f 

PRAYER

The Reverend Timothy N. Arm-

strong, Crossroads Community Church, 

Mansfield, Ohio, offered the following 

prayer:

Gracious God and Heavenly Father, 

we come to You this day, conscious of 

our own shortcomings, but neverthe-

less with great confidence, knowing 

that our trust in You is a faith well 

founded.

You alone understand the difficulties 

and hardships of these men and women 

who serve You and our country. You 

alone understand the weight of respon-

sibilities, both personal and profes-

sional, which they must carry. You 

alone know of the private sacrifices 

which Your servants have bore in their 

pursuit of patriotism. 

I ask that You bless them. Watch 

over them and their families. Strength-

en them with courage and peace. May 

they be endowed, above all things, with 

Your sovereign grace and wisdom. 

On this day, at every chair in this 

Chamber, may there be the whisper of 

Your wisdom. May these men and 

women hear Your still small voice and 

follow Your guidance for the good of all 

people.

Empower these representatives to be 

the relentless crusaders for righteous-

ness in the lives of the people of our 

Nation. For whatever is true, whatever 

is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 

pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

admirable, whatever is excellent and 

praiseworthy, may they be passionate 

about these things. 

We ask this in the strong name of 

Jesus Christ, for His sake and for His 

glory alone. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 

last day’s proceedings and announces 

to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-

nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentleman from New York (Mr. ISRAEL)

come forward and lead the House in the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. ISRAEL led the Pledge of Alle-

giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 

indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING PASTOR TIMOTHY N. 

ARMSTRONG, CROSSROADS COM-

MUNITY CHURCH, MANSFIELD, 

OHIO

(Mr. OXLEY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, it is my 

privilege today to welcome one of my 

constituents as our guest chaplain, 

Pastor Timothy N. Armstrong of Mans-

field, Ohio. 

Pastor Armstrong is the founding 

and senior pastor of Mansfield’s Cross-

roads Community Church. He started 

this interdenominational, independent 

evangelical church in a school gym-

nasium in 1996. With only 30 people in 

attendance initially, the church 

swelled to 200 within a month. Today, 

after less than 5 years, Crossroads wel-

comes more than 1,700 people per week-

end.

Pastor Armstrong is an inspiration 

to the Mansfield community, bringing 

a unique and meaningful preaching 

style to his congregation. Through 

practical application of the Bible’s 

truths to everyday living, he reaches 

out to the unchurched in and around 

Mansfield in a most effective way. 

A graduate of Dallas Theological 

Seminary, Pastor Armstrong initially 

pursued a business degree in college, 

ultimately realizing his calling to the 

ministry. He and his wife, Michelle, are 

the proud parents of twin girls, McKen-

na Kate and Isabelle Grace. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Father 

Coughlin for giving Pastor Armstrong 

the opportunity to open today’s ses-

sion; and on behalf of my colleagues, I 

want to thank Pastor Armstrong for 

his spiritual guidance as we begin our 

work today. 
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