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members of the committee at least 72 hours
before the hearing.

RULE 4. BUSINESS MEETINGS: NOTICE AND
FILING REQUIREMENTS

(a) Notice: The chair of the committee or
the subcommittee shall provide notice, the
agenda of business to be discussed, and the
text of agenda items to members of the com-
mittee or subcommittee at least 72 hours be-
fore a business meeting. If the 72 hours falls
over a weekend, all materials will be pro-
vided by close of business on Friday.

(b) Amendments: First-degree amendments
must be filed with the chair of the com-
mittee or the subcommittee at least 24 hours
before a business meeting. After the filing
deadline, the chair shall promptly distribute
all filed amendments to the members of the
committee or subcommittee.

(¢c) Modifications: The chair of the com-
mittee or the subcommittee may modify the
notice and filing requirements to meet spe-
cial circumstances, with the concurrence of
the ranking member of the committee or
subcommittee.

RULE 5. BUSINESS MEETINGS: VOTING

(a) Proxy Voting:

(1) Proxy voting is allowed on all meas-
ures, amendments, resolutions, or other mat-
ters before the committee or a sub-
committee.

(2) A member who is unable to attend a
business meeting may submit a proxy vote
on any matter, in writing, orally, or through
personal instructions.

(3) A proxy given in writing is valid until
revoked. A proxy given orally or by personal
instructions is valid only on the day given.

(b) Subsequent Voting: Members who were
not present at a business meeting and were
unable to cast their votes by proxy may
record their votes later, so long as they do so
that same business day and their vote does
not change the outcome.

(c) Public Announcement:

(1) Whenever the committee conducts a
rollcall vote, the chair shall announce the
results of the vote, including a tabulation of
the votes cast in favor and the votes cast
against the proposition by each member of
the committee.

(2) Whenever the committee reports any
measure or matter by rollcall vote, the re-
port shall include a tabulation of the votes
cast in favor of and the votes cast in opposi-
tion to the measure or matter by each mem-
ber of the committee.

RULE 6. SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Regularly Established Subcommittees:
The committee has four subcommittees:
Clean Air, Wetlands, and Climate Change:
Transportation, Infrastructure, and Nuclear
Safety; Fisheries, Wildlife, and Water; and
Superfund, Toxics, Risk and Waste Manage-
ment.

(b) Membership: The committee chair,
after consulting with the ranking minority
member, shall select members of the sub-
committees.

RULE 7. STATUTORY RESPONSIBILITIES AND
OTHER MATTERS

(a) Environmental Impact Statements: No
project or legislation proposed by any execu-
tive branch agency may be approved or oth-
erwise acted upon unless the committee has
received a final environmental impact state-
ment relative to it, in accordance with sec-
tion 102(2)(C) of the National Environmental
Policy Act, and the written comments of the
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, in accordance with section 309
of the Clean Air Act. This rule is not in-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE

tended to broaden, narrow, or otherwise
modify the class of projects or legislative
proposals for which environmental impact
statements are required under section
102(2)(C).

(b) Project Approvals:

(1) Whenever the committee authorizes a
project under Public Law 89-298, the Rivers
and Harbors Act of 1965; Public Law 83-566,
the Watershed Protection and Flood Preven-
tion Act; or Public Law 86-249, the Public
Buildings Act of 1959, as amended; the chair-
man shall submit for printing in the Con-
gressional Record, and the committee shall
publish periodically as a committee print, a
report that describes the project and the rea-
sons for its approval, together with any dis-
senting or individual views.

(2) Proponents of a committee resolution
shall submit appropriate evidence in favor of
the resolution.

(c) Building Prospectuses:

(1) When the General Services Administra-
tion submits a prospectus, pursuant to sec-
tion 7(a) of the Public Buildings Act of 1959,
as amended, for construction (including con-
struction of buildings for lease by the gov-
ernment), alteration and repair, or acquisi-
tion, the committee shall act with respect to
the prospectus during the same session in
which the prospectus is submitted.

A prospectus rejected by majority vote of
the committee or not reported to the Senate
during the session in which it was submitted
shall be returned to the GSA and must then
be resubmitted in order to be considered by
the committee during the next session of the
Congress.

(2) A report of a building project survey
submitted by the General Services Adminis-
tration to the committee under section 11(b)
of the Public Buildings Act of 1959, as
amended, may not be considered by the com-
mittee as being a prospectus subject to ap-
proval by committee resolution in accord-
ance with section 7(a) of that Act. A project
described in the report may be considered for
committee action only if it is submitted as a
prospectus in accordance with section 7(a)
and is subject to the provisions of paragraph
(1) of this rule.

(d) Naming Public Facilities: The com-
mittee may not name a building, structure
or facility for any living person, except
former Presidents or former Vice Presidents
of the United States, former Members of
Congress over 70 years of age, or former Jus-
tices of the United States Supreme Court
over 70 years of age.

RULE 8. AMENDING THE RULES

The rules may be added to, modified,
amended, or suspended by vote of a majority
of committee members at a business meeting
if a quorum is present.

———

HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS AS
VOLUNTEERS

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, when

Americans see people in need, their
first instinct is to help. It is the kind
of attitude that makes our Nation
great. But imagine if you had the
knowledge and the tools to help some-
one in need—but weren’t permitted to
lend a hand.

Health care professionals all across
our country are prevented from donat-
ing their services in the free clinics
that serve those most desperate for
medical care, because these practi-
tioners do not have malpractice cov-
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erage that will cover their work in vol-
unteer clinics. Today, I urge Secretary
Tommy Thompson and his Department
of Health and Human Services to finish
a job that Congress started 5 years ago
and solve this problem once and for all.

For several years now, doctors and
dentists in Oregon have been calling
me, saying they want to give back to
their communities by volunteering in
free clinics, but are not allowed to do
so. I also have been contacted by an or-
ganization—Volunteers in Medicine—
that operates free clinics across the
country. They know of many health
care providers who want to volunteer
but cannot.

When Congress passed the Health In-
surance Portability and Accountability
Act, or HIPAA, in 1996, one small provi-
sion was included, aimed at helping
health care providers who wanted to
volunteer in free clinics but were con-
cerned about malpractice claims. Sec-
tion 194 of HIPAA would let free clinics
apply to the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to have health pro-
viders certified and given immunity
from malpractice claims.

This small provision could be a big
help to the uninsured and those who
count on free clinics for health care.
The problem is, this provision of
HIPAA has been overlooked and regu-
lations for this section—detailing how
the legislation should be imple-
mented—were never written.

I am sending a letter to Secretary
Thompson calling on him to get those
regulations written and published as
soon as possible. This should not be dif-
ficult. Legislation passed in 1992, which
extended the Tort Claims Act coverage
to volunteers in community health
centers, can serve as a model.

Congress did the right thing in 1996 in
recognizing this problem, but we need
to finish the job. Two things need to
happen now. We need those regulations
published, and Congress needs to appro-
priate funding for the provision.

This will not solve the problems of
the more than 40 million Americans
without health insurance, but it sure
could make a big difference in making
care more accessible. It could make a
big difference in the lives of the many
health professionals who want to give
back to their communities.

I again want to urge Secretary
Thompson today to get these regula-
tions published as soon as possible. For
my part, I intend to stay on the job to
assure his Department has funding for
this provision.

———
THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Tuesday,
July 24, 2001, the Federal debt stood at
$5,724,984,6568,043.75, five trillion, seven
hundred twenty-four billion, nine hun-
dred eighty-four million, six hundred
fifty-eight thousand, forty-three dol-
lars and seventy-five cents.
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