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providers will be able to determine very easily 
the cost-effectiveness of certain prescription 
drugs as compared to other prescription drugs 
and therapies. This will result in a lower cost 
overall for both the health care provider and 
the consumer, as health care providers will be 
able to choose the most cost-effective pre-
scription drug for their patients. 

Mr. Speaker, I implore my colleagues to 
vote favorably on this important piece of legis-
lation. My bill is a meaningful, proactive, and 
decent effort on our part to help the people 
that need our help. How could anyone pos-
sibly be against providing the American people 
with the information that they need to ensure 
that they receive the best health care pos-
sible? We all talk about the importance of ex-
tending prescription drug benefits to the Amer-
ican people. Mr. Speaker, my bill, which will 
benefit the American people by enabling them 
to have access to accurate and timely infor-
mation about prescription drugs, is an impor-
tant first step, and I sincerely hope that this 
House will recognize it as so. 
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Bishop Eric McDaniel, who was 
consecrated by his Senior Bishop, Sherman 
Watkins, in Columbus, OH, during the Holy 
Convocation of the Higher Ground Assemblies 
on June 23, 2001. 

Bishop Eric McDaniel is the oldest of four 
children born to Bishop Allen and Lady 
Richardine McDaniel, and the proud father of 
Brittney and Bria McDaniel. As a child, Eric 
McDaniel demonstrated a gift for a life in min-
istry, in the areas of music and the preached 
word. At the age of 13, he became the church 
organist and choir director. At the age 16, he 
accepted his call to ministry and preached his 
initial sermon. 

His combined musical talent and personal 
faith in God inspired Bishop McDaniel to write 
songs. He had no idea that one day his songs 
would reach the level of success that they 
have. Some of his songs include: ‘‘It Shall be 
Done,’’ ‘‘Spirit Touch Me One More Time,’’ 
‘‘Thank You,’’ ‘‘Come Unto Me,’’ ‘‘Restore 
Your Joy,’’ ‘‘When We Reach That Place,’’ 
among many others. 

In May 1993, Bishop McDaniel responded to 
the call of God to the office of pastor, and 
founded the Lord’s Church Family Workshop 
Center, Inc., in the Bronx, NY. In June 2000, 
he was appointed to the office of Bishop and 
was consecrated one year later by his Senior 
Bishop.

Mr. Speaker, Bishop McDaniel is a fine ex-
ample of a great community leader and a per-
son dedicated through his faith to helping oth-
ers.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in paying tribute to Bishop Eric McDaniel and 
in wishing him continued success. 
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Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the 100th Anniversary of the Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 592 in Belleville, Illinois. 

The Knights of Columbus organization was 
founded in 1882 by a 29-year-old parish 
priest, Father Michael J. McGivney, in the 
basement of St. Mary’s Church in New Haven, 
Connecticut. Today, more than a century later, 
the Knights of Columbus has become the larg-
est lay organization of the Catholic Church. 
The order has been called ‘‘the strong right 
arm of the church’’ and has been praised by 
popes, presidents, and other world leaders, for 
support of the Church, programs of 
evangelization and Catholic education, civic in-
volvement and aid to those in need. As re-
cently as 1992, Mother Theresa of Calcutta 
praised the Knights in a speech on the occa-
sion of her reception of the first Knights of Co-
lumbus Gaudium et Spes Award. 

Thanks to the inspired work of Father 
McGivney, as well as the millions of other 
Knights over the past century—the Knights of 
Columbus now stands at its pinnacle of mem-
bership, benefits, and service. Currently there 
are over 1.6 million Knights of Columbus— 
more than ever before in the order’s history. 
Together, with their families, the Knights are 
over 6 million strong. They have grown to 
more than 12,000 Councils in the U.S., Can-
ada, Mexico, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, 
Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Panama, the 
Virgin Islands, Guatemala, Guam, and Saipan. 

One of the largest Knights of Columbus 
Councils in Illinois and one of the most active 
in the nation is observing its 100th Anniver-
sary. Council 592, which has grown from 35 
members to more than 900 today has a long 
history of service. Council 592 started in the 
old Lovingston Building in East St. Louis and 
served as its first headquarters. As their mem-
bership increased, the Council moved to the 
old Odd Fellows building in East St. Louis. 

Council 592 has always played an important 
role in the community. Its civic, fraternal, and 
charitable projects were numerous. One such 
event that Council 592 started was their an-
nual picnic. Started in 1922, the picnic was the 
forerunner of the Knights of Columbus picnics 
now held across the United States. 

Inspired by the results of their activities, the 
Council’s members started an extensive build-
ing program. The new Knights of Columbus 
building was opened in 1925 at a cost of a 
half a million dollars. The building, a brick 
structure of combined modern and Gothic ar-
chitecture, was one of the most attractive 
buildings in East St. Louis and one of the fin-
est Knights of Columbus buildings in the coun-
try. This new building served as the scene of 
the city’s many dances, wedding receptions, 
meetings and other functions. It had a swim-
ming pool, bowling alley, gymnasium, cafe-
teria, meeting hall, and a 41 person bachelor 
quarters. In the late 1960’s the Council de-

cided to move its operations to Belleville, Illi-
nois on the edge of East St. Louis on Lebanon 
Road. The new facility opened in 1969. 

Council 592’s first, second, and third degree 
teams have repeatedly been acknowledged as 
the best in the Midwest. The Council’s mem-
bers have also been instrumental in starting 
nearly 20 other Knights of Columbus Councils 
in the area since 1901. A large number of 
Council members served in World War I and 
II as well as the Korean and Vietnam conflicts. 
Many members remain part of our armed 
forces today. 

Charity remains a part of Council’s 592’s ef-
forts. Their main charitable event is the annual 
Tootsie Roll day with the proceeds going to 
charitable organizations. The Council con-
tinues to hold numerous activities during the 
year for families of members. They work with 
the Ainad Shrine Bonds for Braces as well as 
the Crippled Children’s Hospital. 

The Knights of Columbus are Catholic gen-
tlemen committed to the exemplification of 
charity, unity, fraternity, patriotism, and de-
fense of the priesthood. The Order is con-
secrated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. They are 
unequivocal in their loyalty to the Pope, the 
Vicar of Christ on Earth. It is firmly committed 
to the protection of human life, from concep-
tion to natural death, and to the preservation 
and defense of the family. It was on these 
bedrock principles that the Order was founded 
over a century ago and remains true to them 
today.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the 100th Anniversary of the 
Knights of Columbus Council 592 and to 
honor its members both past, present, and fu-
ture.
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The House in Committee of the Whole 

House on the State of the Union had under 

consideration the bill (H.R. 2506) making ap-

propriations for foreign operations, export fi-

nancing and related programs for the fiscal 

year ending September 30, 2002, and for other 

purposes.

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Chairman, I rise today in 
support of the Conyers-McKinney-Schakowsky 
Amendment and I urge my colleagues to vote 
in favor of it. 

Last year, this House approved funding for 
Plan Colombia, ostensibly to fight the drug war 
in Colombia. Now repackaged as the Andean 
Initiative, it is the same failed policy that we 
have been pursuing for the past decade. It will 
not work because it ignores the fundamental 
realities of the region. It is impossible to stem 
the flow of illegal drugs from Colombia without 
addressing the civil war, paramilitary violence, 
unequal distribution of wealth and the break-
down of civil society. 

Continuing to fund the Andean Initiative will 
result in more violence in Colombia. It will in-
crease the number of displaced people. It will 
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