July 26, 2001

HONORING WILLARD ALLEN
MEYER

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 26, 2001

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with pro-
found sadness that | now rise to honor the life
and memory of an outstanding person, Willard
Allen Meyer. As family and friends mourn his
passing, we all will remember Will's talents
and remarkable life.

Much of Will’s life was spent educating him-
self. He received his B.A. in Economics from
Southern lllinois University, becoming the first
person in his family to graduate from college.
He then continued his education at the Univer-
sity of Freiburg in Germany and the University
of Massachusetts. After his formal schooling,
Will taught economics at Allegheny College. In
addition to his impressive academic career,
Will was a proficient carpenter, mason, as well
as a business owner, chef, civic volunteer,
and community servant.

Will was also a well-traveled man. His love
of new experiences drove him to live through-
out the United States, Germany, France and
Switzerland. Will never ceased forging new
adventures, and he passed away while on a
much anticipated vacation with his family in
Paris, France.

Will held a strong belief that every citizen
had a responsibility to try to make his or her
community a better place. Throughout his civic
career, he served as a Breckenridge town
Councilman, as Boulder County Democratic
Party’s Treasurer, and as President of
PlanBoulder. Will worked at the Colorado Leg-
islative Council as a budget analyst for 12
years, serving until he passed away. He also
committed himself to the City Planning Board,
City Parks and Recreation Board, and the Af-
fordable Housing Task Force, among other or-
ganizations.

While his involvement with education and
the community are to be remembered, Will's
lasting legacy rests in his family. He was a
dedicated husband to his wife, Lynne and a
proud parent to his daughter, Virginia.

Mr. Speaker, Willard Meyer was a man who
lived an accomplished life. Although friends
and family are profoundly saddened by his
passing, each can take solace in the wonder-
ful life that the he led. | know | speak for ev-
eryone who knew Will when | say he will be
greatly missed.

—

H.R. 7, THE CHARITABLE CHOICE
ACT OF 2001

HON. DIANA DeGETTE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 26, 2001

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, | voted against
H.R. 7, the “Charitable Choice Act of 2001”
because it is a fundamentally-flawed bill that
would put in jeopardy one of the bedrock prin-
ciples of the United States—the separation of
church and state. Many religious organizations
receive government funds to provide certain
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services under a carefully crafted and judi-
cially-tested model and | believe these organi-
zations have an important place in the social
safety net. However, | have serious concerns
about this “Charitable Choice” bill because it
significantly deviates from the current system
and permits religious organizations receiving
federal funds to evade the Civil Rights Act and
engage in employment discrimination based
on religion. Also, it contains a major loophole
that blurs the line between direct and indirect
assistance to religious organizations and en-
dangers important protections against govern-
mental funding of religious organizations.

Religious organizations have been permitted
to receive federal funds for social services
since 1996 when the welfare reform bill was
enacted into law. With the passage of the wel-
fare reform bill came strict guidelines that
serve to ensure the separation of church and
state and the preservation of anti-discrimina-
tion laws. The current charitable choice model
provides certain constitutional protections to
ensure that religious activities are not sup-
ported by tax dollars. One of these provisions
requires religious organizations to keep federal
funds in separate accounts that are open to
audit by the government. | believe religious or-
ganizations should be able to receive funds
through the process in current law that pro-
tects the character of religious institutions
while preserving the civil liberties of the gen-
eral public. However, H.R. 7 would greatly ex-
pand current law and would break down the
constitutional protections of the current sys-
tem.

H.R. 7 would enable a religious organization
to engage in discriminatory practices based on
religion if an employee or potential employee
does not practice the teachings and tenets of
that religion. This creates a gaping hole in the
civil liberties of many individuals including
unwed and pregnant women, gays and les-
bians, women who have had abortions, and
divorced individuals. It could even reach peo-
ple who use birth control or favor reproductive
rights. As if that was not enough, the bill inten-
tionally supersedes any state or local anti-
discrimination law. This means that a local
law, passed by a community that believes em-
ployment discrimination based on religion is
wrong could be effectively overturned if a reli-
gious organization receiving federal funds
wants to fire an employee based solely on
their beliefs. | find the willingness of this Con-
gress to codify employment discrimination and
destroy state and local antidiscrimination laws
deplorable.

Additionally, the “Charitable Choice” bill
would permit taxpayer dollars to go toward re-
ligious worship and proselytizing. Under cur-
rent law, a religious organization that receives
federal funding cannot use those funds for
proselytizing, religious worship, or religious in-
struction. However, H.R. 7 contains an ill-de-
fined provision that would allow federal funds
to be funneled through governmental agencies
in the form of vouchers that could be applied
toward services provided by a religious organi-
zation. These funds would be available to reli-
gious organizations even if they are used for
religious instruction, proselytizing, or sectarian
worship. Congress should not weaken protec-
tions in current law that ensure the separation
of church and state.
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In conclusion, | believe H.R. 7 should have
been defeated because it attacks some of the
basic principles in America. | do not believe
Congress should allow the wall dividing church
and state to be chipped away. Congress
should recognize the important contributions
that religious organizations make in providing
social services to needy people but should
also maintain the essential protections for our
democracy.

HONORING SUSIE LOAFMAN

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 26, 2001

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to remember a caring
and compassionate individual from Silvercliff,
Colorado who has recently passed away. It is
with profound sadness that | now rise to honor
the life and memory of Susan Marie “Susie”
Loafman who died on Wednesday, July 11,
2001.

Susie had endured cancer and diabetes for
sometime, but this did not stop her from giving
so much to others in her life and in the com-
munity. After graduating from Custer County
High School in 1950, she proceeded to open
a local restaurant in 1964 and named it “Su-
sie’s Cafe and Bar.” The popularity of this es-
tablishment grew so great that people who
knew of the restaurant would not drive by
without visiting Susie’s restaurant. Beyond the
demands of operating the eatery, Susie was
engaged civically with such organizations as
the Chamber of Commerce, the Women’s
Club, the Altar and Rosary Society, the Mer-
chants Association and the Custer County
Cattlewomen. While adding to the community
in this respect, she also built a strong founda-
tion within the walls of her house by serving
as a foster mother to over 30 foster children.

Mr. Speaker, at the age of 71, Susie
Loafman will be remembered and appreciated
for her spirit and kindness. As family and
friends mourn her passing, her lessons and
tenderness will live forever in the hearts of
those that knew her and that she assisted. |
would like to extend my deepest sympathy
and warmest regards to her family at this time
of remembrance. She will surely be missed.

—_—

IN REMEMBRANCE OF CAROLE
JEAN THOMAS FAJARDO

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 26, 2001

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
speak in remembrance of Carole Jean Thom-
as Fajardo, who passed away this month. Mrs.
Fajardo was born in Pueblo, Colorado, and
was a committed activist in the San Gabriel
Valley and other areas. She graduated from
the University of Texas in El Paso. She is sur-
vived by her husband Mr. Richard Fajardo
who is a well-known attorney in the Los Ange-
les area. Her passions included music, art,
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