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TRIBUTE TO MR. ROBERT L.
WILSON

HON. JACK QUINN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 30, 2001

Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
memory of Mr. Robert L. Wilson, founder of
Every Person Influences Children (EPIC).

Mr. Wilson founded EPIC in 1980, following
the tragic death of his wife, Linda in 1977.
Mrs. Wilson was murdered by a troubled 15-
year-old boy that the Wilson family had be-
friended. EPIC was founded to work with
youth to help ensure that this type of tragedy
would not be repeated.

Despite its modest beginnings, the EPIC or-
ganization has emerged as one of our Na-
tion’s most successful parent/children’s pro-
grams. The organization is devoted to helping
children grow up to become responsible
adults, and helps parents and teachers work
more effectively with children, influence them
in positive ways and guide them toward re-
sponsible, safe decision-making. In recognition
of its worthy goals and many successes, our
federal government has committed millions in
grants to EPIC.

The overwhelming success of EPIC, its tre-
mendous growth, and the strong impact it has
had in our Western New York community is
testimony to Mr. Wilson’s leadership, commit-
ment and integrity. | am truly thankful for his
strong example of service.

As a community, our chief concern must al-
ways be our children. Mr. Wilson’s focus on
helping children become responsible adults
must continue to be one of our highest prior-
ities. | will continue to fight for this excellent
program, and would encourage my colleagues
to join with me in this effort.

EPIC is an outstanding program that helps
kids everyday. Now, it is also a lasting legacy
to a man whose vision and work inspires us
all.

Mr. Speaker, today | join with the Western
New York community, and communities all
across America to honor Mr. Robert L. Wilson
for his dedicated service and leadership. Mr.
Wilson is survived by his wife, Sarah; four
daughters, Linda Stephenson, Terry Vaughan,
Margaret Kerr and Hope Hawkins; a sister,
Margaret Dodd; fifteen grandchildren; and five
great-grandchildren. | would like to convey to
his family my deepest sympathies, and ask my
colleagues in the House of Representatives to
join with me in a moment of silence.

TRIBUTE TO STEVE TOBASH
HON. JOHN P. MURTHA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
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Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Steve Tobash, a fellow Penn-
sylvanian and good friend, who recently retired
after forty years of faithful service as head golf
professional at Army Navy Country Club in Ar-
lington, Virginia.

Steve is the sixth of nine children born to
Peter and Anna Tobash. He was raised in
Schuykill Haven, Pennsylvania, where he at-
tended and graduated from the public school
system.

Steve developed a love for the game of golf
early in life, first as a caddy and later working
at a driving range. After apprenticeships in
Florida and Baltimore, Maryland, he enlisted in
the Army and was assigned to Ft. Meade. The
Army quickly recognized his golf talent and
placed him in charge of golf operations. After
his discharge he remained at Ft. Meade as
the golf professional and later became the
head professional at Chartwell Country Club.
In 1961, he was selected as Golf Professional
at Army Navy Country Club.

At Army Navy, Steve developed and main-
tained a people-oriented operation that served
more than two thousand members. He has
also been an excellent mentor for young aspir-
ing golf professionals. The measure of his
success is that many who got their start with
Steve have risen to the top echelon at their re-
spective clubs.

Steve loves the games and all those who
play it, from the youngest toddler with a cut
down seven iron to the super senior with his
custom made golf clubs. All were guaranteed
to be greeted by Steve with a big smile and
“Welcome to Army Navy.”

He is the Dean of Golf Professionals in the
Mid-Atlantic and Washington Metropolitan
Areas. We are truly going to miss his pres-
ence in the pro shop, on the golf course, and
around the club. The membership can con-
sider itself fortunate to have had Steve
Tobash as their golf professional.

To Steve and Alma, his wife of forty-six
years, | wish you God Speed.

JOSEPH RUDAWSKI HONORED
HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, July 30, 2001

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to call the attention of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the long history of service to
the community by Joseph G. Rudawski, Presi-
dent of MMI Preparatory School, Freeland,

Pennsylvania, who will be honored August 4
on the occasion of his retirement after more
than 36 years of service to the school.

| have known Joe Rudawski for many years
and can attest to his dedication to improving
the lives of his students. He has been an ex-
traordinary educator, and the entire MMI Prep
community will miss his optimism, tenacity and
leadership.

Born in Nanticoke, he is a 1959 graduate of
Marymount High School in Wilkes-Barre and a
1963 graduate of King's College with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in mathematics, minors in
education and English. He earned a Master of
Science degree in Counseling Psychology
from the University of Scranton in 1967.

Mr. Rudawski began his service at MMI in
September 1964 as a mathematics and psy-
chology instructor and progressed to the posi-
tions of guidance director and dean of faculty
before becoming president in 1973. During his
time as president, he continued to directly
serve the students as guidance director and
later as college counselor.

During his tenure, thousands of students
have passed through the white doors on Cen-
tre Street in Freeland and have gone on to
achieve tremendous success. The school has
undergone a remarkable transformation under
his leadership. The small preparatory school
expanded greatly, with a $1 million addition
built in 1979, and a $1.1 million capital cam-
paign in 1990-91. He also oversaw The Cam-
paign for MMI, which raised more than $9 mil-
lion for the school's endowment fund and the
construction of a new science and technology
wing and an athletics and drama complex.

Over the years, he has served the commu-
nity in many capacities, including director of
the Freeland YMCA, former division chairman
of the United Way, director and member of the
Freeland Rotary Club, a board member of Lu-
theran Welfare Services, a member of the
PCTN-TV Community Advisory Board, director
of the Eckley Miner’s Village Association, and
chairman and member of several committees
at St. Casimir's Church and the Roman Catho-
lic Community of Freeland. He is also a past
president of the Luzerne County Counselor's
Association.

He has received numerous awards for his
academic and community achievements, in-
cluding the Paul Harris Fellow Award from Ro-
tary International, the Citizen of the Year
award from the Freeland Sons of Erin, a Dec-
laration of Achievement from the Pennsylvania
Senate, the Community Award sponsored by
the Freeland Veterans of Foreign Wars, and
an Appreciation Award from the Eastern Penn-
sylvania Chapter of the Arthritis Foundation.

In May 2001, he announced his intentions to
retire from the school so he could spend more
time with his wife of 34 years, Jean, his four
children—Joe Jr., Tamra Ann, Valerie, and
Jeanne, all MMI graduates—and his grand-
children. He expects to continue volunteering
in the community.
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Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to call to the at-
tention of the House of Representatives the
long and distinguished service of Joseph
Rudawski to MMI Preparatory School and the
community, and | wish him all the best.

TRIBUTE TO MIMI FARINA
HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 30, 2001

Ms. WOOLSEY Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mimi Farina of Mill Valley, California, an
accomplished folk singer, actor and social ac-
tivist, whose work lives on today. Mimi Farina
died July 18 of cancer at the age of 56, leav-
ing a legacy of compassion and a commitment
to healing through music.

Born Margarita Mimi Baez, she and her sis-
ter, Joan Baez, were part of the burgeoning
folk revival in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
When she married writer Richard Farina at
age 18, she, her husband, Joan Baez and
Bob Dylan led the Greenwich Village folk ren-
aissance, creating music that inspired the
peace and civil rights movements of the 60’s.
After her husband’s tragic death when she
was only 21, Farina joined the San Francisco
satiric group The Committee.

Raised a Quaker and always a woman of
conscience, she was arrested at a peace
march in 1967 and held briefly in prison, giv-
ing her a first-hand view of life behind bars. In
1973 she observed the moving response of
prisoners in Sing Sing to a performance by
Joan Baez and blues immortal B.B. King. After
singing in a halfway house shortly afterwards,
she developed the idea for Bread and Roses,
an organization whose goal is to bring music
to people isolated in institutions. Founded in
1974, Bread and Roses sponsors live musical
performance by well-known artists for people
in prisons, hospitals, senior centers, juvenile
facilities and other institutions. Last vyear,
Bread and Roses provided more than 500
concerts in 82 facilities—concerts that provide
music’s healing power to listeners as well as
powerful emotional experiences for per-
formers. Inspired by Bread and Roses suc-
cess, several similar organizations have
sprung up around the country.

Back when Mimi and Richard Farina were a
folk duo they sang:

If somehow you could pack up your sorrows

And send them all to me

You would lose them

I’d know how to use them

Send them all to me

Mimi Farina took the sorrows of forgotten
people and turned them into life-affirming
song. She was appreciated for her spirit, her

talent, and her beauty . . . and she is already
missed.
———
TRIBUTE TO HENRY L. “HANK”
LACAYO

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 30, 2001

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to my good friend, Henry L. “Hank”
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Lacayo, an outstanding individual who has
dedicated his life to public service and social
activism. On august 5, 2001, the Destino 2000
Vision Committee and the Ventura County
Community Foundation will celebrate Hank’s
70th birthday and will honor him for his many
years of service on behalf of the people of
Ventura county, the State of California, and
the Nation.

For more than 45 years, Hank has distin-
guished himself as a union representative for
the United Auto Workers and as a recognized
national labor leader throughout the United
States. After serving in the Air force, he went
to work at North American Aviation’s Los An-
geles Division.

| had the privilege of meeting Hank during
the early 1960s when he was elected Presi-
dent of UAW Local 887 which represented
more than 30,000 workers at North American
Aviation. Although at that time we were on op-
posite sides of two political factions, in retro-
spect the differences that loomed large then
now seem pointless. Throughout the years
that followed, we worked well together on
many important labor issues.

Hank was one of the early supporters of
Cesar Chavez and helped convince the UAW
to give the farm workers much needed finan-
cial assistance. In 1974, the UAW recognized
Hank’s excellent work and named him Admin-
istrative Assistant to then-UAW President
Leonard Woodcock. He was later appointed
National Director of the UAW’s political and
legislative department. Hank would later go on
to serve within numerous presidential adminis-
trations, beginning with President Kennedy, as
a labor relations advisor.

In addition to his work with labor unions,
Hank has been active in the Latino commu-
nity. He is a founder and National President
Emeritus of the Labor Council for Latin Amer-
ican Advancement. Furthermore, Hank helped
found the Mid-West-North-East Voter Edu-
cation Project (today the US Hispanic Leader-
ship Institute) and served as its first President
and Chairman of the Board. He was also the
first Latino to serve on the prestigious US
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights.

Hank has been recognized on numerous oc-
casions and has been the recipient of a num-
ber of prestigious awards. These include the
Walter P. Reuther UAW Distinguished Award,
the National Hero Award (US Hispanic Lead-
ership Institute) and the Patriotic Service
Award (US Department of Commerce). These
accolades and the tribute from the Destino
2000 Vision Committee and Ventura County
Community Foundation all recognize Hank’s
devotion and commitment to the plight of
workers.

In addition to his many professional accom-
plishments, Hank and his wife Leah have
raised four wonderful children. It is my distinct
pleasure to ask my colleagues to join with me
in wishing Henry L. “Hank” Lacayo a happy
70th birthday and in saluting him for his years
of public service.
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TRIBUTE TO MARY JO MALUSO
AND RICK BLACKSON

HON. JAMES A. TRAFICANT, JR.

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 30, 2001

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
today to congratulate Mary Jo Maluso and
Rick Blackson on their marriage yesterday in
Youngstown, Ohio. | have had the pleasure of
knowing Mary Jo for many years and | con-
sider her a good friend. | have also had the
fortunate opportunity to get to know Rick a lit-
tle better through Mary Jo, and | know that
these two will have a happy and healthy union
together.

This was one of the most beautiful and un-
usual weddings | have ever attended. Mary Jo
and Rick are both excellent musical and theat-
rical talents, and they decided to use those
talents to celebrate their wedding day. Their
musical marriage celebration was titled “It's All
About Love”, costarring Mary Jo Maluso and
Rick Blackson. Rick played piano, Mary Jo
sang, and although these two have wowed au-
diences with their performances in the past,
what | watched on this particular “stage” was
very real and very well done. | congratulate
Rick and Mary Jo for doing what they love to
do while at the same time expressing their
love for one another.

| want to wish them all the best as they em-
bark on their new life together. In conclusion,
| want to congratulate Rick on writing all of the
music, including the lyrics. This original score
may be used someday for other weddings be-
cause after all, “it's all about love.”

—

HONORING RUTH QUACKENBUSH
DODGE

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 30, 2001

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the passing of an Ohioan and
American of note. Ruth Quackenbush Dodge
died of heart failure earlier this year at her
Maumee River Estate in Wood County’s Mid-
dleton Township. Mrs. Dodge was 90 years
old.

Ruth Quackenbush Dodge was born into
one of New York State’s founding Dutch dy-
nasties, and spent her childhood in New York
City, Vermont and Connecticut, where she
was graduated from Miss Porter's school in
Farmington. After then attending classes at
the New York School of Social Work, Ruth
joined the Junior League of New York City at
age 18, thus beginning her long history of vol-
unteerism.

A few years later, Miss Quackenbush met
Henry Martin Dodge of Toledo. They were
married shortly thereafter, and made their
home at Elmbrook Farm in Perrysburg, mak-
ing the new Mrs. Dodge, at age 22, the first
member of her family to reside west of the
Hudson River. In her new home, Mrs. Dodge
continued her volunteer work, transferring to
the Junior League of Toledo—for which she
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