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So now let me say some words about civil 

society.

CIVIL SOCIETY AND DEMOCRACY

What do we mean by the term? 
Civil society is the space that exists be-

tween, on the one hand, the state—govern-

ment—and, on the other, individual citizens. 

This space is where citizens act with one an-

other through non-governmental organiza-

tions (NGOs), foundations, and independent 

media
For as I am sure you will agree the state 

cannot—and should not—in any country do 

everything.
Indeed, I believe it significant that last 

year German Chancellor Gerhard Schröder,

as you know, a Social Democrat, declared: 
‘‘One of the great illusions of Social Demo-

cratic policies has been the idea that ‘more 

state’ guarantees more justice. However, 

providing or even extending the ‘classical’ 

means of state intervention—law, power, and 

money—can no longer be considered suffi-

cient solutions for a society where move-

ment ‘has become as important as regula-

tion’ (Alain Touraine). . . .’’ 
Added Schröder, ‘‘Subsidiarity, giving re-

sponsibility back to those who are willing 

and capable of assuming this responsibility, 

should not be understood as a gift from the 

state, but, rather, as a socio-political neces-

sity.’’ (‘‘The Civil Society Redifining the Re-

sponsibilities of State and Society,’’ Die 

neue Gesellschaft, No. 4, April, 2000, Frank-

furt.)
For the health of democracy, then, we 

must strengthen the institutions of civil so-

ciety.

FOUNDATIONS IN TURKEY

What is the state of civil society in Turkey 

today, on non-governmental organizations, 

or as we say, NGOs? 
Now I do not pretend to be an expert on 

NGOs in Turkey. But I understand that there 

are some 75,000 private associations reg-

istered in Turkey including more than 10,000 

nonprofit foundations. Some foundations 

make charitable donations to NGOs and indi-

viduals; others are so-called ‘‘operating foun-

dations’’ which provide social services and 

support education and research. (‘‘Human 

Rights and Turkey’s Future in Europe,’’ by 

Aslan Gunduz, Orbis, Vol. 45, No. 1, Winter 

2001, p. 16.) 
Of these 10,000 foundations, nearly half 

were started in only the last 30 years. 
Of course, Turkey has a long history of 

philanthropic foundations. During the Otto-

man Empire, many of the services the state 

now provides, in health care, education and 

city-planning, were financed by foundations. 

(Davut Aydin, unpublished book chapter.) 
I am sure that you here can tell me how 

NGOs gained a new prominence in Turkey 

through their effective relief work after the 

earthquake.
But you also know that NGOs have often 

faced intense scrutiny, and sometimes har-

assment, from the government. So I cannot 

emphasize enough the importance of philan-

thropic support from the business commu-

nity in sponsoring NGO activities. 
Last year, by the way, I delivered a speech 

in Athens in which I sharply criticized the 

Greek law that imposes a 20% tax on philan-

thropic contributions, reduced by half in the 

December 2000 budget but still an anomaly in 

a land that gave us the word philanthropia. 
I hope that Turkish law will include fur-

ther incentives to create foundations and ex-

pand the services they provide. 

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR DEMOCRACY IN

TURKEY

I can also tell you that the National En-

dowment for Democracy, which, as I have 

said, I chaired for several years, has sup-

ported several non-governmental organiza-

tions in Turkey. I’ll say something about a 

few to illustrate the kinds of civil society 

groups—and their activities—that contribute 

to a strong democracy: 
First, I note that the Center for the Re-

search of Societal Problems, (TOSAM), 

founded by Professor Dogu Ergil, has been a 

NED grantee since 1997. 
An NGO called the Foundation for Re-

search of Societal Problems (TOSAV) was es-

tablished in 1996 to explore possible solutions 

to the Kurdish issue. After TOSAV published 

a Document of Mutual Understanding on 

possible peaceful solutions, TOSAV’s found-

ers were brought to trial at State Security 

Court and the document was banned. 
To continue their work, TOSAV members 

established TOSAM, which produces Democ-

racy Radio, broadcasting bi-weekly programs 

on such themes as democracies and minori-

ties, the role of the media in a democracy, 

and the relationship between central and 

local government. 
The Helsinki citizens’ Assembly—Turkey 

(HCA—Turkey) has been a NED grantee 

since 1997. 
Founded in 1990, HCA is an international 

coalition that works for the democratic inte-

gration of Europe and on conflict resolution 

in the Caucasus and the Middle East. HCA— 

Turkey was established by jurists, human 

rights activists, mayors, trade unionists, 

journalists, writers and academics. 
HCA brings together representatives of 

civil society organizations from different cit-

ies, legal experts, academics and representa-

tives of municipalities to develop and advo-

cate an agenda for reform of the law gov-

erning NGOs in Turkey. 
Women Living Under Muslim Law—Turkey 

(SLUML—Turkey) has been a recipient of 

NED grants since 1995. Founded in December 

1993, this NGO provides information and ad-

vice to women’s organizations throughout 

the country. WLUML-Turkey sponsors a 

project to train social workers, psychologists 

and teachers from community centers 

throughout Turkey in conducting legal lit-

eracy group sessions for women. 
An active civil society, then, provides a 

check on a powerful state. For in a genuine 

democracy, non-governmental associations 

have the responsibility of keeping a close 

eye on the operations of government. So you 

and I know that if governments, in order to 

discourage or eliminate criticism, seek to 

crush free and independent newspapers, radio 

and television, or to control NGOs, democ-

racy will be gravely weakened. 

EDUCATION CRUCIAL TO FUTURE OF TURKEY

It will not surprise you, given my history 

in Congress and as a university president, 

that I believe a key ingredient of civil soci-

ety, fundamental to the success of democ-

racy and a modern economy, is education. 
Certainly, education is crucial to the fu-

ture of Turkey, where 30% of the population 

is below the age of 15! (‘‘EU-Turkey Rela-

tionship: Less Rhetoric, More Challenges,’’ 

by Bahadir Kaleagasi, Private View, No. 9, 

Autumn 2000, p. 22.) 
Although I am a strong champion of both 

state and private support of education, I 

must note the growth in recent years of pri-

vate universities in Turkey. As one who 

helped raise nearly $1 billion in private funds 

for New York University, I am impressed 

that several of your private universities have 

been founded with the generous support of 

Turkish business leaders. I think here par-

ticularly of Bilkent University, Sabanci Uni-

versity and Koc University. 

I add that I have myself accepted the invi-

tation of one of Turkey’s outstanding busi-

ness leaders, Mr. Rahmi Koc, to serve on the 

Board of Friends of Koc University, an 

American foundation chaired by the re-

spected Turkish-American founder of Atlan-

tic Records, and a good friend, Mr. Ahmet 

Ertegun, even as I have agreed to serve on 

the Board of Anatolia College in 

Thessaloniki. And I am pleased that these 

two institutions are cooperating in a joint 

training program. 
These universities also make an important 

contribution to emerging civil society in 

Turkey. Founded through acts of philan-

thropy and charging tuition fees, they teach 

students that there can be institutions, inde-

pendent of the state, serving social needs. 
And as I speak of universities, let me say 

that while it is imperative that the United 

States and Turkey maintain their strategic 

alliance, I would very much like to see our 

relationships broadened to include expanded 

educational and cultural links. For most 

Americans, even educated ones, don’t know 

very much about Turkish history or culture. 
I shall add that in respect of another im-

portant question affecting U.S. policy to-

ward Turkey, Turkish relations with Greece, 

I have for several years now proposed that 

Turkish universities establish departments 

of Greek studies and Greek universities cre-

ate department of Turkish studies, the bet-

ter for each society to understand the other. 
As I conclude his talk, I realize that I have 

certainly not covered every subject relevant 

to my central thesis. I have not attempted to 

be exhaustive; I hope I have been instructive. 

HISTORIC OPPORTUNITY FOR DEMOCRACY IN

TURKEY

My thesis is straightforward. It is that 

there are three powerful developments that, 

it seems to me, provide an historic oppor-

tunity for genuine democratic advance in 

Turkey.
The first is the economic and financial cri-

sis that your country is now facing. 
The second is Turkey’s application for 

membership in the European Union. 
And the third is rising importance of the 

institutions of civil society in Turkish life. 
I have drawn particular attention to the 

movement for democratic change-for free-

dom of expression, a free market economy 

and reform of the political system-pressed by 

the business leaders of Turkey, like those at 

TESEV and TUSIAD. 
Although the friends of Turkey in my own 

country and elsewhere will do what we can 

to encourage reform, for your great country 

to become a vigorous and vibrant democracy 

is, in the final analysis, up to the people of 

Turkey.

f 

REMEMBERING THE BIG 

THOMPSON FLOOD 

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor those who lost their 
lives, as well as those who survived, 

Colorado’s Big Thompson Flood of 1976. 

Twenty-five years ago today more than 

one foot of rain fell in a matter of 

hours, creating a flash flood in Big 

Thompson Canyon which killed 144 peo-

ple and caused over $30 million in prop-

erty damage. We remember those who 

died in this natural disaster, and also 

the survivors who had to rebuild their 

lives, working as a community to start 

over again. Today, outside of my home-

town of Loveland, Colorado, 1,000 sur-

vivors of this tragedy will gather to 
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