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to educate the international commu-
nity on the ravages of racially moti-
vated persecution and conflict.

It is my hope, that the Bush Admin-
istration will conclude that our pres-
ence at the United Nations Conference
on Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance is
vital and appropriate, and will work to
ensure that problems related to U.S.
participation are resolved before the
conference convenes next month. I
would also hope that the President
would designate Secretary of State
Colin Powell to lead a racially and geo-
graphically diverse delegation from the
United States to the conference in
South Africa. Toward that end, I am
submitting a resolution which urges
the active participation of the United
States in the conference, and it is my
hope that my colleagues will support
this resolution.

—_—

SENATE RESOLUTION 143—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING THE DE-
VELOPMENT OF EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAMS ON VETERANS’ CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO THE COUNTRY
AND THE DESIGNATION OF THE
WEEK OF NOVEMBER 11
THROUGH NOVEMBER 17, 2001, AS
“NATIONAL VETERANS AWARE-
NESS WEEK”’

Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Mr. CONRAD,
Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
SANTORUM, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. BREAUX,
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. DODD,
Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr.
BAYH, Mr. BUNNING, Mr. DORGAN, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. DASCHLE, Mr. KERRY,
Mr. INOUYE, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LEAHY,
Mr. MILLER, Mr. MURKOWSKI, Mr. REID,
Mr. SARBANES, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr.
BYRD, Mr. DAYTON, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
KOHL, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. McCAIN, Mr.
ROCKEFELLER, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mrs.
LINCOLN, Mr. WARNER, Ms. STABENOW,
Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. VOINOVICH, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. CHAFEE, Mr. DEWINE, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. INHOFE, Ms.
SNOWE, Mr. THURMOND, Ms. COLLINS,
Mr. CARPER, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. ENSIGN,
Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. SMITH of New Hamp-
shire, and Mr. BOND) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 143

Whereas tens of millions of Americans
have served in the Armed Forces of the
United States during the past century;

Whereas hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans have given their lives while serving in
the Armed Forces during the past century;

Whereas the contributions and sacrifices of
the men and women who served in the Armed
Forces have been vital in maintaining our
freedoms and way of life;

Whereas the advent of the all-volunteer
Armed Forces has resulted in a sharp decline
in the number of individuals and families
who have had any personal connection with
the Armed Forces;

Whereas this reduction in familiarity with
the Armed Forces has resulted in a marked
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decrease in the awareness by young people of
the nature and importance of the accom-
plishments of those who have served in our
Armed Forces, despite the current edu-
cational efforts of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and the veterans service orga-
nizations;

Whereas our system of civilian control of
the Armed Forces makes it essential that
the Nation’s future leaders understand the
history of military action and the contribu-
tions and sacrifices of those who conduct
such actions; and

Whereas on June 14, 2001, the Senate adopt-
ed an amendment to the Better Education
for Students and Teachers Act expressing
the sense of the Senate that the Secretary of
Education should work with the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, the Veterans Day National
Committee, and the veterans service organi-
zations to encourage, prepare, and dissemi-
nate educational materials and activities for
elementary and secondary school students
aimed at increasing awareness of the con-
tributions of veterans to the prosperity and
freedoms enjoyed by United States citizens:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the week of November 11 through No-
vember 17, 2001, be designated as ‘‘National
Veterans Awareness Week’ for the purpose
of emphasizing educational efforts directed
at elementary and secondary school students
concerning the contributions and sacrifices
of veterans; and

(2) the President should issue a proclama-
tion calling on the people of the United
States to observe such week with appro-
priate educational activities.

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, today I
have the honor of joining with 51 of my
colleagues in submitting a resolution
expressing the sense of the Senate that
the week that includes Veterans’ Day
this year be designated as ‘‘National
Veterans Awareness Week.”” The pur-
pose of National Veterans Awareness
Week is to serve as a focus for edu-
cational programs designed to make
students in elementary and secondary
schools aware of the contributions of
veterans and their importance in pre-
serving American peace and prosperity.

Why do we need such an educational
effort? In a sense, this action has be-
come necessary because we are victims
of our own success with regard to the
superior performance of our armed
forces. The plain fact is that there are
just fewer people around now who have
had any connection with military serv-
ice. For example, as a result of tremen-
dous advances in military technology
and the resultant productivity in-
creases, our current armed forces now
operate effectively with a personnel
roster that is one-third less in size
than just 10 years ago. In addition, the
success of the all-volunteer career-ori-
ented force has led to much lower turn-
over of personnel in today’s military
than in previous eras when conscrip-
tion was in place. Finally, the number
of veterans who served during previous
conflicts, such as World War II, when
our military was many times larger
than today, is inevitably declining.

The net result of these changes is
that the percentage of the entire popu-

July 31, 2001

lation that has served in the Armed
Forces is dropping rapidly, a change
that can be seen in all segments of so-
ciety. Whereas during World War II it
was extremely uncommon to find a
family in America that did not have
one of its members on active duty, now
there are numerous families that in-
clude no military veterans at all. As a
consequence of this lack of opportunity
for contacts with veterans, many of
our young people have little or no con-
nection with or knowledge about the
important historical and ongoing role
of men and women who have served in
the military. This omission seems to
have persisted despite ongoing edu-
cational efforts by the Department of
Veterans Affairs and the veterans serv-
ice organizations.

This lack of understanding about
military veterans’ important role in
our society can have potentially seri-
ous repercussions. In our country, ci-
vilian control of the armed forces is
the key tenet of military governance.
A citizenry that is oblivious to the ca-
pabilities and limitations of the armed
forces, and to its critical role through-
out our history, can make decisions
that have unexpected and unwanted
consequences. HEven more important,
general recognition of the importance
of those individual character traits
that are essential for military success,
such as patriotism, selflessness, sac-
rifice, and heroism, is vital to main-
taining these key aspects of citizenship
in the armed forces and even through-
out the population at large.

Among today’s young people, a gen-
eration that has grown up largely dur-
ing times of peace and extraordinary
prosperity and has embraced a ‘‘me
first” attitude, it is perhaps even more
important to make sure that there is
solid understanding of what it has
taken to attain this level of comfort
and freedom. The failure of our chil-
dren to understand why a military is
important, why our society continues
to depend on it for ultimate survival,
and why a successful military requires
integrity and sacrifice, will have pre-
dictable consequences as these young-
sters become of voting age. Even
though military service is a responsi-
bility that is no longer shared by a
large segment of the population, as it
has been in the past, knowledge of the
contributions of those who have served
in the Armed Forces is as important as
it has ever been. To the extent that
many of us will not have the oppor-
tunity to serve our country in uniform,
we must still remain cognizant of our
responsibility as citizens to fulfill the
obligations we owe, both tangible and
intangible, to those who do serve and
who do sacrifice on our behalf.

The importance of this issue was
brought home to me last year by Sam-
uel I. Cashdollar, who was then a 13-
year-old seventh grader at Lewes Mid-
dle School in Lewes, Delaware. Samuel
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won the Delaware VFEW’s Youth Essay
Contest that year with a powerful pres-
entation titled ‘““How Should We Honor
America’s Veterans’? Samuel’s essay
pointed out that we have Nurses’ Week,
Secretaries’ Week, and Teachers’
Week, to rightly emphasize the impor-
tance of these occupations, but the
contributions of those in uniform tend
to be overlooked. We don’t want our
children growing up to think that Vet-
erans Day has simply become a syn-
onym for department store sale, and we
don’t want to become a Nation where
more high school seniors recognize the
name Britney Spears than the name
Dwight Eisenhower.

Now, it is appropriate to ask, “We al-
ready have Veterans Day, why do we
need National Veterans Awareness
Week?”’. Historically, Veterans Day
was established to honor those who
served in uniform during wartime. Al-
though we now customarily honor all
veterans on Veterans Day, I see it as a
holiday that is focused on honoring in-
dividuals, the courageous and selfless
men and women without whose actions
our country would not exist as it does.
National Veterans Awareness Week
would complement Veterans Day by fo-
cusing on education as well as com-
memoration, on the contributions of
the many in addition to the heroism
and service of the individual. National
Veterans Awareness Week would also
present an opportunity to remind our-
selves of the contributions and sac-
rifices of those who have served in
peacetime as well as in conflict; both
groups work unending hours and spend
long periods away from their families
under conditions of great discomfort so
that we all can live in a land of free-
dom and plenty.

Earlier this year, the Senate adopted
my amendment to the education bill
calling on the Department of Edu-
cation to assist in the development of
educational programs to enlighten our
country’s students about the contribu-
tions of veterans. Last year, my Reso-
lution designating National Veterans
Awareness Week had 60 cosponsors and
was approved in the Senate by unani-
mous consent. I ask my colleagues to
continue this trend of support for our
veterans by endorsing this resolution
again this year. Our children and our
childrens’ children will need to be well
informed about what veterans have ac-
complished in order to make appro-
priate decisions as they confront the
numerous worldwide challenges that
they are sure to face in the future.

——

SENATE RESOLUTION 144—COM-
MENDING JAMES W. ZIGLAR FOR
HIS SERVICE TO THE UNITED
STATES SENATE
Mr. LOTT (for himself and Mr.

DASCHLE) submitted the following reso-

lution; which was considered and

agreed to:
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S. RES. 144

Whereas James W. Ziglar was elected the
35th Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the
United States Senate on October 15, 1998

Whereas ““Jim” served the United States
Senate with great dedication, integrity and
professionalism;

Whereas Jim Ziglar always performed his
duties with unfailing good humor and bipar-
tisanship;

Whereas as Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper of the Senate Jim Ziglar has utilized
his previous 23 years in the public financial
industry to the benefit of the entire Senate
in implementing new and innovative pro-
grams in an efficient and effective manner.

Whereas James W. Ziglar will leave the
Senate in August for the position of the
Commissioner of Immigration and Natu-
ralization: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the United States Senate
commends James W. Ziglar for his service to
the United States Senate, and wishes to ex-
press its deep appreciation and gratitude.

SEC. 2. The Secretary of the Senate shall
transmit a copy of this resolution to James
W. Ziglar.

———
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 62—CONGRATULATING

UKRAINE ON THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE RESTORATION OF
ITS INDEPENDENCE AND SUP-
PORTING ITS FULL INTEGRA-
TION INTO THE EURO-ATLANTIC
COMMUNITY OF DEMOCRACIES

Mr. HELMS (for himself, Mr. BIDEN,
and Mr. LEVIN) submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. CON. RES. 62

Whereas August 24, 2001, marks the tenth
anniversary of the restoration of independ-
ence in Ukraine;

Whereas the United States, having recog-
nized Ukraine as an independent state on De-
cember 25, 1991, and having established diplo-
matic relations with Ukraine on January 2,
1992, recognizes that fulfillment of the vision
of a Europe whole, free, and secure requires
a strong, stable, democratic Ukraine fully
integrated in the Euro-Atlantic community
of democracies;

Whereas, during the fifth anniversary com-
memorating UKkraine’s independence, the
United States established a strategic part-
nership with Ukraine to promote the na-
tional security interests of the United States
in a free, sovereign, and independent Ukrain-
ian state;

Whereas Ukraine is an important European
nation, having the second largest territory
and sixth largest population in Europe;

Whereas Ukraine is a member of inter-
national organizations such as the Council of
Europe and the Organization on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), as well as
international financial institutions such as
the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the
World Bank, and the European Bank for Re-
construction and Development (EBRD);

Whereas in July 1994, Ukraine’s presi-
dential elections marked the first peaceful
and democratic transfer of executive power
among the independent states of the former
Soviet Union;

Whereas five years ago, on June 28, 1996,
Ukraine’s parliament voted to adopt a
Ukrainian Constitution, which upholds the
values of freedom and democracy, ensures a
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citizen’s right to own private property, and
outlines the basis for the rule of law in
Ukraine without regard for race, religion,
creed, or ethnicity;

Whereas Ukraine has been a paragon of
inter-ethnic cooperation and harmony as evi-
denced by the OSCE’s and the United States
State Department’s annual human rights re-
ports and the international community’s
commendation for Ukraine’s peaceful han-
dling of the Crimean secession disputes in
1994;

Whereas Ukraine, through the efforts of its
government, has reversed the downward
trend in its economy, experiencing the first
real economic growth since its independence
in fiscal year 2000 and the first quarter of
2001;

Whereas Ukraine furthered the privatiza-
tion of its economy through the privatiza-
tion of agricultural land in 2001, when the
former collective farms were turned over to
corporations, private individuals, or coopera-
tives, thus creating an environment that
leads to greater economic independence and
prosperity;

Whereas Ukraine has taken major steps to
stem world nuclear proliferation by ratifying
the START I Treaty on nuclear disarmament
and the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons, subsequently has turned
over the last of its Soviet-era nuclear war-
heads on June 1, 1996, and in 1998 agreed not
to assist Iran with the completion of a nu-
clear power plant in Bushehr thought to be
used for the possible production of weapons
of mass destruction;

Whereas Ukraine has found many methods
to implement military cooperation with its
European neighbors, as well as peacekeeping
initiatives worldwide, as exhibited by
Ukraine’s participation in the KFOR and
IFOR missions in the former Yugoslavia, and
offering up its own forces to be part of the
greater United Nations border patrol mis-
sions in the Middle East and the African con-
tinent;

Whereas Ukraine became a member of the
North Atlantic Cooperation Council of the
North Atlantic Treaty Alliance (NATO),
signed a NATO-Ukraine Charter at the Ma-
drid Summit in July 1997, and has been a par-
ticipant in the Partnership for Peace (PfP)
program since 1994 with regular training ma-
neuvers at the Yavoriv military base in
Ukraine and on Ukraine’s southern-most
shores of the Black Sea;

Whereas on June 7, 2001, Ukraine signed a
charter for the GUUAM (Georgia, Ukraine,
Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, and Moldova) alli-
ance, in hopes of promoting regional inter-
ests, increasing cooperation, and building
economic stability; and

Whereas 15 years ago, the Soviet-induced
nuclear tragedy of Chornobyl gripped
Ukrainian lands with insurmountable curies
of radiation which will affect generations of
Ukraine’s inhabitants, and thus, now,
Ukraine promotes safety for its citizens and
its neighboring countries, as well as concern
for the preservation of the environment by
closing the last Chornobyl nuclear reactor
on December 15, 2000: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),

SECTION 1. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) as a leader of the democratic nations of
the world, the United States congratulates
the people of Ukraine on their tenth anniver-
sary of independence and supports peace,
prosperity, and democracy in Ukraine;

(2) Ukraine has made significant progress
in its political reforms during the first ten
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