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Sam’s first Job in the restaurant industry. 
Within two years he worked his way from dish-
washer to bussing tables to assistant cook. 

Sam married at the age of 18 and continued 
working in the restaurant industry. He worked 
at various restaurants as a cook, server, bar-
tender, and head chef A few years later Sam 
helped a friend open a Mexican restaurant. He 
put his industry knowledge to work by helping 
his friend open the restaurant and serving as 
general manager of the new establishment. 
That restaurant chain now has three res-
taurants in Fresno and one in Oakhurst, CA. 

After working as general manager of all four 
restaurants over ten years, Sam was ready to 
open his own business. Mr. Toledo started 
with an empty building, prepared the res-
taurant by himself and billed all expenses to 
his line of credit. After eight months of hard 
work, Sam opened the first Toledo’s Mexican 
Restaurant on September 5, 1991. In Feb-
ruary of 1995, Sam opened the second Tole-
do’s Mexican Restaurant and three months 
later opened the third. Mr. Toledo used his ex-
perience in the restaurant industry to help 
three of his nephews open their own busi-
nesses. Toledo’s Mexican Restaurants remain 
successful in the Fresno community. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate Sam 
Toledo for his contributions to the local busi-
ness community. I urge my colleagues to join 
me in wishing Mr. Toledo many more years of 
continued success. 
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A TRIBUTE TO HENRY J. MELLO 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001 

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mr. Henry J. Mello, a native of 
Watsonville, California. Mr. Mello has worked 
for many years as a public servant and he has 
made significant contributions to the Central 
Coast of California. 

Mr. Mello was born on March 24,1923, and 
studied at Hartnell College in Salinas. Working 
with his father, Mr. Mello established a farming 
business in 1940. He founded the Mello Pack-
ing Company and later, the Central Industrial 
Sales Company. 

In the mid-1950’s, Mr. Mello became active 
in many local charitable and nonprofit organi-
zations. He became more deeply involved in 
public service in 1966 when he was elected to 
the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors, 
on which he served until 1974. Two years 
later, Mr. Mello was elected to the California 
State Assembly. During his tenure lasting two 
terms, Mr. Mello was Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Aging and also an influential mem-
ber of the Ways and Means Committee. In 
1980, Mr. Mello was elected to the State Sen-
ate, where he served on the Senate Rules 
Committee and was elected Majority Whip. He 
retired from the California State Senate in De-
cember 1996. 

Some of Mr. Mello’s greatest contributions 
have been to the environment and educational 
community of the Central Coast. He played an 
integral role in the creation of the Monterey 
Bay National Marine Sanctuary. He worked to 

preserve open spaces and develop the agri-
culture industry on the Central Coast. Mr. 
Mello was also instrumental in the founding of 
the University of California, Santa Cruz. He re-
cently donated his extensive personal papers 
to the Regional History Project of the univer-
sity’s library, which will allow others the oppor-
tunity to learn from his work. 

Mr. Mello’s public service has improved the 
quality of life on the Central Coast and in the 
state of California. He has made great con-
tributions to his family, friends, and neighbors, 
and his lifelong dedication to public service is 
commendable. It is a pleasure to express my 
appreciation of his effort and accomplish-
ments. 
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HONORING THE SAVANNAH 

DIAMOND DAWGS 

HON. JACK KINGSTON 
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor and pleasure to rise today on be-
half of a competitive and outstanding baseball 
team of exceptional young men. On Saturday 
July 21, 2001 at Al Rollins Park in Dalton 
Georgia, the Savannah Diamond Dawgs 10 
and under baseball team closed out the post 
season and took home the machine pitch 
baseball state championship. I would like to 
join in and be a part in celebrating their vic-
tory. 

The Diamond Dawgs under the leadership 
of coaches David Elliott, Bruce Powell and 
Kirk Miles, over a three-day stretch defeated 
Whitefield Co. 14–1, North Hall Co. 10–7, St. 
Simons Island 7–3, and North Hall Co. 6–2. 

Congratulations on a job well done to the 
players of the Diamond Dawgs Andrew 
Drough, Thomas Carter, Travis Jaudon, Jamel 
Miles, David Elliott, Corey Jaudon, Matt Kuhn, 
Matthew Lee, Jimmy Blakewood, John Coker, 
Evan Powell, and Ryan Westen. 

This team is firm in the principles of team-
work, commitment, and excellence. We all 
could learn from their example and the best of 
luck to the defending champions throughout 
the course of next season. 
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HONORING THE GRAND OPENING 

OF THE EMERY/WEINER SCHOOL 

HON. KEN BENTSEN 
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001 

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in rec-
ognition the all new Emery-Weiner School in 
southwest Houston. This $14 million edu-
cational facility combines the 23 year old I. 
Weiner Jewish Secondary School and the 
brand new Emery High School to form the 
Emery-Weiner School. This expansion com-
bines the quality education offered at the I. 
Weiner Jewish Secondary School with the cut-
ting edge facility of the new campus. 

This fall as homerooms fill for the first time 
at the Emery-Weiner School students will ben-

efit from the formation of these two institu-
tions. The state-of-the-art facilities at the new 
campus will include art and music rooms, as 
well as a theater, emphasizing the important 
role the arts play in education. The campus 
also houses a multi-court gymnasium, cultural 
arts facility, computer and science labs. The 
twelve acres in southwest Houston on which 
the campus sits is surrounded by several 
more acres of accessible playing fields. The 
campus will provide tremendous opportunities 
to students. 

On Thursday, September 20, 2001, the 
Emery-Weiner School will celebrate the open-
ing of this new campus with a special event 
honoring two of its many benefactors, Mr. Joe 
Kaplan and Mr. Joe Komfeld. The proceeds 
from this celebration will benefit the ‘‘Joe 
Fund,’’ a fund appropriately named for these 
two founding fathers. Mr. Kaplan and Mr. 
Komfeld contributed countless hours to seeing 
this project come to fruition. Their selfless of-
ferings make them role models for the stu-
dents who will benefit from their efforts. 

The ‘‘Joe Fund’’ was created to bolster 
teacher enhancement programs and projects. 
It will be used to purchase materials to provide 
teachers the necessary means to incorporate 
creativity and ingenuity into their everyday 
classroom. I applaud the leadership of the 
countless teachers and volunteers who con-
tributed to the erection of this new campus 
and recognize the commitment of these indi-
viduals to providing opportunities through edu-
cation to our young people. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the many peo-
ple who contributed to the construction of the 
Emery-Weiner School, and I look forward to 
seeing the many ways in which the innovative 
voice of this institution will help to educate and 
shape the minds of Houstonians. There is no 
doubt, this school will soon serve as a model 
for other schools across the nation. 
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GUAM NATIONAL GUARD 

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD 
OF GUAM

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, on July 
21, 1981, thirty-two residents of Guam were 
sworn in as members of the Guam National 
Guard giving birth to the nation’s newest and 
westernmost National Guard unit. As the 
Guam National Guard celebrates its 20th anni-
versary, we celebrate it’s accomplishments 
and recognize its roots and traditions as part 
of the oldest component of the Armed Forces 
and one of the longest enduring American in-
stitutions. 

The National Guard has a distinct and hon-
ored place in American history. Tracing its 
roots to the formation of the Militia of the Mas-
sachusetts Bay Colony in October 7, 1636, its 
men and women have served in every conflict 
involving the United States. On Guam, citizen 
soldiers date back to the first military organiza-
tion on island first organized in 1771 by the 
Spanish colonial governor. Within the next two 
hundred years a number of succeeding militias 
were organized and later disbanded. 

However, it is of note that, prior to the Japa-
nese occupation of Guam during World War II, 
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