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TRIBUTE TO EARNEST L. RICE 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to Earnest L. Rice, who is about to re-
tire after a long career with United Parcel 
Service and will soon relinquish his post on 
my Military Advisory Board. 

Earnie Rice has had a long and distin-
guished career with UPS, starting in 1967 as 
a package car driver. Over the years, he rose 
within the ranks of his company and eventu-
ally reached the post of Operations Manager. 
Now, at the end of his career, Earnie is the 
Community Relations Manager for the Metro 
New York District, a position he has held for 
the past eight years. 

Earnie Rice has also worked hard for his 
community. In the past, he served on the 
Board of Directors of the Harlem YMCA, and 
worked with the American Cancer Society as 
well as City Meals-on-Wheels. Mr. Rice also 
served his country honorably in the Vietnam 
War. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in paying tribute to Mr. Rice. he has been a 
great asset to our community and we will miss 
his contributions to my Military Advisory 
Board. I wish him luck in his future endeavors. 
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IN MEMORY OF DR. HARLAN 

DETLEFSEN

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Harlan Detlefsen, 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, who practiced 
in Ferndale, Humboldt County, California for 
more than fifty years. His contributions to 
horse racing and the Humboldt County Fair 
will be celebrated on August 11, 2001 with the 
dedication of an historic barn in his memory. 

In his long association with the Humboldt 
County Fair, Dr. Detlefsen served as the track 
veterinarian, assistant veterinarian and volun-
teer. His lifelong support and service contin-
ued through the 2000 Humboldt County Fair. 
Highly esteemed in his community and by his 
colleagues for his dedication and commitment 
to the highest standards of veterinary practice, 
Dr. Detlefsen has left a distinguished legacy to 
his wife, Maxine, and to his daughters, Wendy 
Lestina, Candace Detlefsen, and Tonya 
Detlefsen. 

After his retirement, Dr. Detlefsen estab-
lished himself in the Myers Flat area as an ex-
traordinary horticulturist, providing County Fair 
personnel each year with a variety of fruits 
and vegetables from his Southern Humboldt 
gardens. 

The Humboldt County Fair Association and 
the Ferndale Jockey Club will dedicate the his-
toric Assembly Barn, first built in 1928, to Dr. 
Detlefsen who helped prepare the facilities for 
the monitoring of racehorses in Fair competi-
tions. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time 
that we recognize Harlan Detlefsen, DVM, for 
his outstanding service to his community. 
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IN TRIBUTE TO A PEACEMAKER, 

JOHN WALLACH, FOUNDER OF 

SEEDS OF PEACE 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
Mr. GILMAN, Mr. BALDACCI, Mrs. MORELLA, Mr. 
ALLEN, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. BERMAN, 
Mr. KNOLLENBERG, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Mr. 
DINGELL, Mr. LANTOS, Mr. RAHALL, Ms. LOWEY, 
Mr. FILNER, Ms. KILPATRICK, Mr. ROTHMAN, Mr. 
SANDERS and Mr. NADLER, I rise to honor John 
Wallach, journalist and international peace-
maker. Mr. Wallach has nurtured a belief that 
peace can be achieved when opponents hu-
manize each other, get to know each other, 
and grow to respect and understand each 
other, and learn to live together. Mr. Wallach 
created a place where that humanizing and 
coexistence could take place. It is a camp 
called Seeds of Peace. 

Starting in 1993, Seeds of Peace has 
brought together Arab and Israeli teenagers, 
aged 13 to 15, to learn how to stop the cycle 
of violence and to learn conflict resolution 
skills. Since then, teenagers from opposing 
sides in the Balkans, Cyprus and India/Paki-
stan international conflicts have begun to par-
ticipate. They participate in person-to-person 
peacemaking. They create the substance of 
peace—daily coexistence. They confront the 
most difficult issues facing their nations—refu-
gees, water, borders, holy sites—issues that in 
many cases their leaders have avoided. No 
subject is left unaddressed and their hatred is 
raw, the pain is fierce and real. Unlike their 
national leaders, Seeds of Peace participants 
must live every waking moment together— 
sleeping, eating, playing, conversing, and un-
derstanding. Seeds of Peace is a supplement 
to international diplomacy. While governments 
sign agreements, it is up to ordinary people to 
fulfill the meaning of those documents, and 
they do it through daily coexistence. 

The Seeds of Peace Camp is set in Maine, 
a safe, neutral and beautiful environment. It is 
a physical location that reminds participants of 
what the world can be. Seeds of Peace fos-
ters friendships among young people in order 
to facilitate an enduring peace in the future. 

An indicator of the program’s success was 
the first Middle East Youth Summit (organized 
by Seeds of Peace) at Villars, Switzerland in 
May, 1998. The Summit brought together 
Seeds of Peace graduates from Egypt, Israel, 
Jordan, the Palestinian National Authority and 
the United States to collaborate in figuring out 
how to end the stalemate of the peace proc-
ess. The young delegates were presented with 
the areas in conflict, and they subsequently 
framed a Declaration of Principles, upholding 
conflict resolution methods and concepts. The 
final result of the Summit was the ‘‘Charter of 
Villars,’’ which was proposed as a starting 
point for Israeli and Palestinian leaders in 
going about resolving conflicting issues. The 

Charter serves as a paradigm for future at-
tempts at peaceful conflict resolution. 

The short-term impact of the program is ob-
vious, and its long term success will be meas-
ured by the continuing connections among 
graduates. Two-thirds of the teens, it is esti-
mated, remain actively involved with each 
other and with the program. 

A total of twenty-one delegations partici-
pated in Seeds of Peace in the summer of 
2000: eight delegations from the Middle East 
(Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Morocco, Palestinian 
Authority, Qatar, Tunisia, and Yemen), two 
from Cyprus (Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cyp-
riot), Greece, Turkey, the Balkan nations, and 
the United States. 

For fostering peace through the Seeds of 
Peace program, Mr. Wallach has been recog-
nized for playing a significant role in the Mid-
dle East peace process. He received the 
UNESCO Peace Prize in 2000, and received 
the Legion of Honor of the Hashemite King-
dom from King Hussein in 1997. Mr. Wallach 
also founded the Chautauqua Conference on 
U.S.-Soviet Relations, for which he received 
the 1991 Medal of Friendship from then Presi-
dent Mikhail Gorbachev. President Clinton sa-
luted Mr. Wallach by writing, ‘‘Your commit-
ment to spreading the message of tolerance, 
justice and human right has helped so many 
people . . . and planted the seeds for peace 
in the generation that will one day be leading 
our world.’’ 

Before embarking on a second career as an 
ambassador of peace and mutual under-
standing, Mr. Wallach had a distinguished ca-
reer in journalism and as an author. From 
1968 to 1994, he served as diplomatic cor-
respondent, White House correspondent, and 
foreign editor for the Hearst Newspapers. He 
was named BBC’s first visiting correspondent 
in 1980, and contributed regularly to CBC, 
NPR, and BBC. He was also the founding edi-
tor of WE/Mbl, the first independent weekly 
newspaper in Russia. His articles earned 
many prizes, including two Overseas Press 
Club awards, the Edward Weintal Prize and 
the Edwin Hood Award, the highest honor pre-
sented by the National Press Club. In 1979, 
President Carter presented Mr. Wallach with 
the Congressional Committee of Correspond-
ents Award for his coverage of the Egyptian- 
Israeli Camp David summit. As an author, he 
co-authored with his wife Janet Wallach, three 
books, Arafat: In The Eyes of the Beholder, 
Still Small Voices, and The New Palestinians. 
Mr. Wallach has also written The Enemy has 
a Face. 

When Mr. Wallach founded Seeds of Peace, 
many people told him it was a futile under-
taking. They told him he would be risking his 
reputation. Despite the critics, Mr. Wallach 
persisted. Thankfully, he did, and through his 
example, he has demonstrated the power of 
hopeful vision, dogged determination, inspiring 
optimism, and faith in humankind. Let us join 
Mr. Wallach in the hope that one day, there 
will be a pathbreaking international summit, 
where the representatives of many nations 
have in common the experience of peace-
making at Seeds of Peace. That will be a 
great day indeed. 
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