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charges which are designed to harass and tie 
up the small business person in constant and 
costly litigation. 

Thanks to unconstitutional interference in 
the nation’s labor markets by Congress, small 
businesses targeted by union salts often must 
acquiesce to union bosses’ demands that they 
force their workers to accept union ‘‘represen-
tation’’ and pay union dues. If an employer 
challenges a salt, the salt may file (and win) 
an unfair labor practice charge against the 
employer! 

Passing the Truth in Employment Act is a 
good first step toward restoring the constitu-
tion rights of property and contract to employ-
ers and employees. I therefore urge my col-
leagues to stand up for those workers who do 
not wish to be forced to pay union dues as a 
condition of employment by cosponsoring the 
Truth in Employment Act. 
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DELRAY BEACH, FLORIDA—AN 

ALL AMERICA CITY 

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR. 
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001 

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to the city of Delray Beach, Florida, 
‘‘The Village By The Sea,’’ for being one of 
the ten cities selected by the National Civic 
League for the 2001 All America City Awards. 

The All America City Award is America’s 
oldest and most prestigious community rec-
ognition award. It recognizes exemplary grass-
roots community problem-solving and is given 
to communities that cooperatively tackle chal-
lenges and achieve results. 

To qualify as a contender for this competi-
tive Award an application is submitted that il-
lustrates how three community projects were 
made possible by the efforts of volunteers, 
government officials, and businesses. The 
three successful initiatives of Delray Beach 
were: (1) the Youth Enrichment Vocational 
Program, which teaches skills and creates op-
portunities for high-risk youth; (2) the Commu-
nity Neighbors Helping, which provides elderly 
minority citizens with food, clothing, and serv-
ices that they could not otherwise receive; and 
(3) the Village Academy, a deregulated public 
school which provides an environment to ad-
dress the needs of at-risk grade-school stu-
dents. All of these programs have assisted the 
countless Delray Beach citizens both young 
and old with opportunities for a better future. 

What makes each of these programs unique 
and warrants our attention is that through pub-
lic and private cohesive efforts the residents of 
Delray Beach have, through their own initia-
tive, created specific programs that address 
specific challenges that individuals in their 
community face. Public and private, resources 
are used to create these programs. A balance 
is created between individuals and organiza-
tions which makes these programs all the 
more better because everyone has contrib-
uted. 

Thanks to the Mayor, the City Commis-
sioners, the City Manager, the City workers, 
and community organizations, churches, busi-
nesses and residents, the City of Delray 

Beach is once again an All America City. It is 
an accomplishment to be named once, but 
being named twice is a true distinction, which 
serves as an inspiration to every city in the 
State of Florida and sets a standard of civic 
responsibility that serves as a reminder to us 
all that the effort always counts. 
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INTRODUCING THE ELECTION 

WEEKEND ACT OF 2001 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, ear-
lier this week, the National Commission on 
Federal Election Reform released its report 
highlighting a variety of reforms that need to 
occur in our country’s faltering election sys-
tem. While I do not agree with all of the Com-
mission’s views, I do agree with the report’s 
recommendation to establish a federal holiday 
on Election Day. 

Today, however, I am taking the Commis-
sion’s recommendation one step further and 
introducing the Election Weekend Act. My bill 
changes our nation’s election day from the 
first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novem-
ber to the first consecutive Saturday and Sun-
day in November. Furthermore, it expresses 
the sense of Congress that private sector em-
ployers provide their employees with one day 
off during Election Weekend to allow them 
ample opportunity and time to cast their ballot 
without having to leave work. 

Each Election Day, employees are faced 
with the difficult task of balancing their work 
schedules with their family responsibilities, 
while trying to find time to make it to the polls. 
My bill recognizes the undue amount of pres-
sure Americans face when trying to participate 
in the democratic process. It acknowledges 
the fact that a great deal of Americans are un-
able to leave their jobs in the middle of the 
day and vote because our elections occur on 
a Tuesday, a day when almost all Americans 
are working. 

As more and more Americans enter the 
workforce, the choice they are forced to make 
between working or voting has resulted in de-
creased voter turnout. In the last election, 
barely 51 percent of our country’s eligible vot-
ers actually voted. Also, consider that in the 
last election, only 48 percent of those who 
voted cast a ballot for our current President. 
That means that 48 percent of the 51 percent 
of people who actually voted last November 
voted for him. To put it in a different perspec-
tive, less than one-quarter of all those eligible 
to vote voted for our current President—talk 
about pitiful. Even more, the percentage is 
even smaller in low and middle income com-
munities where individuals do not enjoy the 
luxury of taking a three hour lunch to eat and 
vote. For many, the hour they lose in wages 
when they go to the polls may mean the dif-
ference between paying the bills or finding 
themselves out on the street. 

It is irresponsible of us to continue forcing 
Americans to choose between a pay check, 
family time, or democracy. It is the Constitu-
tional privilege of every American to vote. In 

moving our nation’s election day to the first full 
weekend in November and extending it from 
one day to two days, we recognize the re-
sponsibility that we have to our constituents 
and our democratic heritage. We should be 
doing everything we can to protect the integ-
rity of our election system by not only encour-
aging Americans to vote, but making it more 
convenient for them to do so. 
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CONGESTION THREATENS U.S. 

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 

HON. ROBERT A. BORSKI 
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001 

Mr. BORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
alert my colleagues to the growing danger of 
gridlock in our transportation system. 

Many of the nation’s major transportation 
corridors, both rail and highway, have become 
increasingly congested in recent years, to the 
point that congestion already threatens the 
ability of those modes to provide reliable 
transportation to the U.S. economy. 

Major metropolitan areas that are gateways 
for U.S. international trade, and hubs in the 
rail and highway systems, are thick with freight 
traffic as other vehicular traffic also increases. 

Increased international trade—expected to 
double in the next ten years—and continued 
growth in the domestic economy will further 
burden our rail and highway systems in the 
years ahead, with some question that, despite 
the best efforts and support of Congress, ex-
isting infrastructures in those modes can grow 
to meet those demands. 

Existing rail and highway infrastructure can-
not handle all of the projected growth in con-
tainer movements, and there are obvious lim-
its to how much we can increase the capacity 
of interstates and rail lines. Major expansion of 
rail or highway infrastructure in corridors such 
as that along 1–95 on the U.S. East Coast 
has become both economically and physically 
difficult to do. 

In the coastal corridors a ‘‘capacity crunch’is 
likely in this decade. Federal Highway Admin-
istration data indicates average annual in-
creases in highway freight miles of 3 to 4 per-
cent nationally in that period. 

For example, it has been estimated that by 
2010 there will be an increase of 11,000 
fortyfoot containers arriving each day on each 
coast. While rail may be able to handle ap-
proximately 1,000 such units, absent a viable 
waterborne option, the remaining 10,000 con-
tainers would have to be moved by truck. On 
1–95, this would equate to an additional truck 
every 270 yards between Boston and Miami. 

As corridor densification increases so too 
will the cost to the economy in lost produc-
tivity. This is prompting transportation plan-
ners, shippers and transport operators to look 
for ways to relieve the pressure on moving 
freight (and passengers) in impacted regions. 
For the domestic transportation system to 
meet the needs of our economy in the 21st 
Century, we must maximize the efficiency of 
that system, including, where possible, in-
creasing reliance on waterborne transportation 
to complement rail and highway systems. The 
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