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One hundred and twenty-five years is a
milestone, and that is why Mr. Speaker, | ask
Congress to recognize the oldest church in the
state of Colorado. It is an honor to have that
distinction, and | salute the members of the
Lake City Community Presbyterian Church for
continuing its lasting tradition.

—

THE RIM OF THE VALLEY
CORRIDOR STUDY

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce H.R. 2715, the Rim of the Valley Cor-
ridor Study Act, directing the Secretary of the
Interior to study the feasibility of expanding the
Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation
Area to include the mountains and canyons in
Southern California that are part of the Rim of
the Valley Corridor designated by the State of
California.

For many families, the mountains above our
communities are a nearby haven to enjoy na-
ture, a refuge from the noise and commotion
of Los Angeles. The National Park Service
oversees the highly successful Santa Monica
Mountains National Recreation Area, the
world’s largest urban park, spanning from the
mountains to the sea and protected in per-
petuity by Congress in 1978. In the Santa
Monica Mountains, Park Service rangers work
with state and local authorities and community
groups on conservation and recreation
projects.

| am introducing the Rim of the Valley Cor-
ridor Study Act in an effort to bring back fed-
eral resources and expertise to the mountains
above the San Fernando, La Crescenta, Santa
Clarita, Simi and Conejo valleys as well as the
famed Arroyo Seco canyon, home of Pasa-
dena’s Rose Bowl. Our mountains can and
should be places where city-dwellers can eas-
ily go to enjoy such activities as hiking, camp-
ing, mountain biking, horseback riding, observ-
ing wildlife or even just to admire nature’s sce-
nic beauty, up close or afar from our commu-
nities.

The Secretary of the Interior would complete
the study within one to three years, consulting
an advisory committee of representatives of
the Los Angeles Mayor, Los Angeles County
Supervisors, Ventura County Supervisors, and
City Councils of Thousand Oaks, Agoura Hills,
Westlake Village, Malibu, Calabasas, Burbank,
Glendale, La Canada Flintridge, Pasadena,
South Pasadena, Sierra Madre, Santa Clarita,
Moorpark, as well as others. It would then be
necessary for Congress to enact subsequent
legislation to implement the recommendations
of the study.

| am pleased to report that this legislation
has bipartisan support. With Reps. HOWARD
BERMAN, DAVID DREIER, ELTON GALLEGLY,
HOWARD “BuUcK” MCKEON, BRAD SHERMAN and
HILDA SoLis as principal cosponsors of the
Rim of the Valley Corridor Study Act, every
Member of Congress whose district includes
portions of the Rim of the Valley Corridor is
supporting the legislation. It is my hope that
the Rim of the Valley Corridor Study Act will

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

result in an initiative creating a lasting legacy
of nearby natural open space for our chil-
dren—and their children—to enjoy.

——e——

WILLIAM E. LEONARD TRIBUTE—
INTERCHANGE NAMED IN HIS
HONOR

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a most exceptional California In-
land Empire community leader, friend and
great American—William E. Leonard—who will
be recognized for his work in transportation
with the upcoming dedication and grand-open-
ing of the interchange between the 210 free-
way and the 15 interstate highway.

Calvin Coolidge, America’s 13th President,
once said, “No person was ever honored for
what he received; honor has been the reward
for what he gave.” And Bill Leonard has given
much during his years of public and commu-
nity service.

A member of the California State Highway
Commission from 1973 to 1977 and the Cali-
fornia Transportation Commission from 1985
to 1993, Bill Leonard has made a great impact
in a short amount of time upon Inland Empire
and Californian transportation needs. | can
think of no other more fitting tribute to Bill
Leonard than the dedication of this vital inter-
change given his many years of service in the
field of transportation infrastructure.

Bill Leonard began his professional career
when he joined his father at Leonard Realty &
Building Company in San Bernardino, after
leaving the United States Army (1943-1946)
where he rose to the rank of First Lieutenant.
He earned a bachelors degree in Business
Administration from the University of California
at Berkeley in 1944. From the family business,
Bill Leonard developed, owned and operated a
variety of real estate, management and devel-
opment services throughout the Inland Empire.
And from 1956 to 1958 he served as a mem-
ber of California’s Athletic Commission.

In the community, Bill Leonard has been
equally involved and giving. He is a member
and past director of the San Bernardino Area
Chamber of Commerce, member and past
president of the San Bernardino Host Lions,
founding member and president of Inland Ac-
tion, Inc. and a member of the National Or-
ange Show Board of Directors, which he has
served as President and Chairman of the
Board of Governors. Additionally he has
served on the San Bernardino Valley Board of
Realtors, San Bernardino College Foundation,
St. Bernadine’s Hospital Foundation and Uni-
versity of California at Riverside Foundation.

Bill Leonard has been honored numerous
times over the years for his outstanding public
and community service, including the Boy
Scouts of America Inland Empire Council’s
Distinguished Citizens Award, Valley Group’s
Award for Excellence in Infrastructure, and
more. The Interchange Dedication is a proud
addition to this list.

Mr. Speaker, Bill Leonard has dedicated his
life to public and community service. An Amer-
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ican whose talents have bettered the lives of
those living in the Inland Empire and Cali-
fornia. It is an honor for me today to join in his
recognition—the new Interchange bears a
proud and distinguished name.

CALIFORNIA NEIGHBORWORKS
HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, August 2, 2001

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ap-
plaud the efforts of Freddie Mac, California
Bank and Trust (CB&T), Impact Community
Capital, Neighborhood Housing Services of
Orange County (NHSOC) and the California
Housing Loan Insurance Fund (CaHLIF), for
launching a unique new statewide public-pri-
vate homeownership initiative called California
NeighborWorks. California Neighborworks was
designed to help address California’s afford-
able housing crisis. Every American dreams of
owning a home, but because of skyrocketing
home prices in California, that dream has un-
fortunately become unattainable for many hard
working Californian families. In Orange County
alone, home prices have appreciated by a
staggering 45 percent since 1995.

All the partners involved should be com-
mended for creating an innovative and pro-
gressive program that is responsive to the
mortgage needs of Californians. This initiative
will help prospective homebuyers achieve their
goals by reducing initial out-of-pocket costs by
as much as 80 percent. That means that indi-
viduals and families that lack the cash to
make a large downpayment can take advan-
tage of California NeighborWorks to bridge the
financial gap.

This program also helps families with past
credit issues by providing them with coun-
seling from Neighborhood Housing Services,
giving them a better education about their
credit, their finances and the home buying
process. And all of this is achieved without
burdening taxpayers. Instead, NeighborWorks
relies on a collaborative effort between the pri-
vate sector and non-profit partners to meet the
needs of potential homeowners in Orange
County and in California.

Providing new ways to get hard working in-
dividuals and families into their own homes is
truly a worthy objective. It makes them feel
good about themselves and about the commu-
nity they live in. | look forward to seeing more
initiatives like this one in California and to
working with the NeighborWorks partners in
the future.

—_—

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE CECILIA
HSUI-YA CHANG

HON. DAVID WU

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, August 2, 2001

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, | rise to express my
condolences to the family and friends of

Cecilia Hsui-Ya Chang, also known as Cecilia
Yu, upon her passing.
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